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MIT Big Data Science (Coursework) (12254017)
Minimum duration of
study 2 years

Total credits 180
NQF level 09

Programme information
This degree programme is presented in English only.
Also consult G Regulations G.30 to G.54
The curriculum is determined in consultation with the programme organiser.
A student will have to apply to the Dean of the Faculty of Engineering, Built Environment and Information
Technology if he/she requires more than three years to complete the degree.

Admission requirements
A BIS Hons degree specialising in any of the following: Library Science/Information●

Science/Multimedia/Publishing;  or MA (Development Communication) degree; or any applicable honours
degree, and an average of at least 65%.
The departmental Postgraduate Committee reserves the right to make a thorough assessment of the●

applicant's academic transcript and to decide if the applicant is suitable for postgraduate studies.
The applicant must determine the research group/focus area and a potential supervisor and confirm the●

potential supervisor’s availability (see departmental website for research groups and heads of research
groups), and submit an abstract on the proposed research idea of approximately 800 to 1200 words.

Other programme-specific information
Discontinuation of studies
The Dean may, on the recommendation of the admissions committee, cancel the studies of a student who fails
more than one module. A module may only be repeated once.
Deregistration of modules
Deregistration of modules is only allowed before the early deadline.

Examinations and pass requirements
A minimum semester mark of 40% is required in order to be admitted to the final examinations in all the
prescribed modules of the degree. A final mark of 50% is required to pass all coursework modules and the mini-
dissertation.

https://www.up.ac.za/yearbooks/2020/EBIT-faculty/MA-programmes/view/12254017
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Pass with distinction
The degree is conferred with distinction on students who have obtained at least 75% for the mini-dissertation and
a minimum of 75% weighted average final mark for the coursework modules.

https://www.up.ac.za/yearbooks/2020/EBIT-faculty/MA-programmes/view/12254017
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Curriculum: Year 1
Minimum credits: 70

Core modules
Introduction to big data science 800 (MIT 800) - Credits: 5.00
Introduction to machine and statistical learning 801 (MIT 801) - Credits: 15.00
Introduction to data platforms and sources 802 (MIT 802) - Credits: 5.00
Introduction to Information Ethics for Big Data Science 803 (MIT 803) - Credits: 5.00
Introduction to mathematical optimization for big data science 804 (MIT 804) - Credits: 5.00
Big data 805 (MIT 805) - Credits: 10.00
Big data management 806 (MIT 806) - Credits: 10.00
Research methods for big data science 809 (MIT 809) - Credits: 5.00

Elective modules
Big data science elective 801 (COS 801) - Credits: 5.00
Big data science elective 802 (COS 802) - Credits: 5.00
Big data science elective 801 (ERZ 801) - Credits: 5.00
Big data science elective 802 (ERZ 802) - Credits: 5.00
Big data science elective 801 (INF 801) - Credits: 5.00
Big data science elective 802 (INF 802) - Credits: 5.00
Big data science elective 820 (INL 820) - Credits: 5.00
Statistics elective 801 (STK 801) - Credits: 5.00
Statistics elective 802 (STK 802) - Credits: 5.00
Big data science elective 801 (WTW 801) - Credits: 5.00
Big data science elective 802 (WTW 802) - Credits: 5.00

https://www.up.ac.za/yearbooks/2020/EBIT-faculty/PG-modules/view/MIT 800
https://www.up.ac.za/yearbooks/2020/EBIT-faculty/PG-modules/view/MIT 801
https://www.up.ac.za/yearbooks/2020/EBIT-faculty/PG-modules/view/MIT 802
https://www.up.ac.za/yearbooks/2020/EBIT-faculty/PG-modules/view/MIT 803
https://www.up.ac.za/yearbooks/2020/EBIT-faculty/PG-modules/view/MIT 804
https://www.up.ac.za/yearbooks/2020/EBIT-faculty/PG-modules/view/MIT 805
https://www.up.ac.za/yearbooks/2020/EBIT-faculty/PG-modules/view/MIT 806
https://www.up.ac.za/yearbooks/2020/EBIT-faculty/PG-modules/view/MIT 809
https://www.up.ac.za/yearbooks/2020/EBIT-faculty/PG-modules/view/COS 801
https://www.up.ac.za/yearbooks/2020/EBIT-faculty/PG-modules/view/COS 802
https://www.up.ac.za/yearbooks/2020/EBIT-faculty/PG-modules/view/ERZ 801
https://www.up.ac.za/yearbooks/2020/EBIT-faculty/PG-modules/view/ERZ 802
https://www.up.ac.za/yearbooks/2020/EBIT-faculty/PG-modules/view/INF 801
https://www.up.ac.za/yearbooks/2020/EBIT-faculty/PG-modules/view/INF 802
https://www.up.ac.za/yearbooks/2020/EBIT-faculty/PG-modules/view/INL 820
https://www.up.ac.za/yearbooks/2020/EBIT-faculty/PG-modules/view/STK 801
https://www.up.ac.za/yearbooks/2020/EBIT-faculty/PG-modules/view/STK 802
https://www.up.ac.za/yearbooks/2020/EBIT-faculty/PG-modules/view/WTW 801
https://www.up.ac.za/yearbooks/2020/EBIT-faculty/PG-modules/view/WTW 802
https://www.up.ac.za/yearbooks/2020/EBIT-faculty/MA-programmes/view/12254017
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Curriculum: Final year
Minimum credits: 110

Core modules
Mini dissertation in big data science 807 (MIT 807) - Credits: 90.00
Big data science project 808 (MIT 808) - Credits: 20.00

The information published here is subject to change and may be amended after the publication of this information. The
General  Regulations (G Regulations)  apply to all  faculties of  the University  of  Pretoria.  It  is  expected of  students to
familiarise themselves well with these regulations as well as with the information contained in the General Rules section.
Ignorance concerning these regulations and rules will not be accepted as an excuse for any transgression.

https://www.up.ac.za/yearbooks/2020/EBIT-faculty/PG-modules/view/MIT 807
https://www.up.ac.za/yearbooks/2020/EBIT-faculty/PG-modules/view/MIT 808
https://www.up.ac.za/yearbooks/2020/rules/view/REG
https://www.up.ac.za/yearbooks/2020/rules/view/RUL
https://www.up.ac.za/yearbooks/2020/EBIT-faculty/MA-programmes/view/12254017

