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Ladies and gentlemen

As the Vice-Chancellor and Principal of the University of Pretoria, it is my distinct pleasure to welcome you all to the Conference on Multilateralism and International Law with Western Sahara as a Case Study
In particular, I would like to welcome

· The co-host Ms Sue van der Merwe, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs SA
· Your Excellencies and ambassadors and other members of the Diplomatic Corps

· Our international guests

· Conference participants

Ladies and gentlemen, you are all very welcome

The University of Pretoria is a hundred years old this year – A Hundred Years in the Service of Knowledge. We are particularly delighted that this conference takes place in our centenary year, in fact the conference will be the last official event of our centenary celebrations. It is certainly an appropriate event to conclude what has been a wonderful year. During the year we not only reflected on the University’s achievements during the last hundred years, but just as importantly also looked towards the future.

The University of Pretoria is one of South Africa’s leading research universities. It is a large university with a very wide spectrum of academic offerings. Not only has a it produced more research outputs than any other university in the country annually for the last decade, but it has a very comprehensive community engagement programme. We strive for the University of Pretoria to be the intellectual home for the rich diversity of South Africa’s academic home. It is a University where all South Africans are welcome and are encouraged to enroll – given the large number of outstanding students enrolled at the University of Pretoria, we know that the leaders of tomorrow are on our campus today. In that regard the University is a trustee of the future.
The University of Pretoria also has a very strong internationalisation thrust, where we actively pursue and encourage interaction and engagement with other countries, particularly also in Africa.
Universities must, however, also provide intellectual leadership in society. As such, universities must provide platforms where important issues can be debated and discussed, where solutions to the world’s problems, conflicts and other dilemmas can be forged.

The University of Pretoria is therefore proud to be able to co-host this Conference on Multilateralism and International Law with Western Sahara as a Case Study with the Department of Foreign Affairs. By providing a forum for discussion and debate, we hope to contribute towards the process of finding a solution to what has become to Africa’s longest running territorial dispute and is seen by many to Africa's last remaining colony. This is a serious issue facing the African continent and one in which African academics have an important role to play. The pursuit of a rules based international order in an increasingly conflict rife world, cannot be achieved without an open and in depth academic reflection. 

It is my hope that the Conference on Multilateralism and International Law with Western Sahara as a Case Study will seek to reflect on the status of the territory under international law, the definitions and international implications of self-determination, respect for human rights, aggression, occupation and sovereignty, obligations on third states and the lawfulness and/or legitimacy of natural resource exploitation in Western Sahara. 

In conclusion, I would also like to take this opportunity to invite you all to cocktail reception at 6pm this afternoon in the reception area next to this hall. At the reception we shall have the opportunity to listen to the Saharawi singer Aziza who will be performing with the SA drumming group Usutho Arts Productions.
Ladies and gentlemen, I wish you well in your deliberations. Let me again assure you all that you are most welcome here at the University of Pretoria, particularly as the last formal event of our centenary celebrations.
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