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Madam Speaker 
Honourable Members 
Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen
“Education is the great engine of personal development. It is through education that the daughter of a peasant can become a doctor, that the son of a mineworker can become the head of the mine, that a child of farm workers can become the president of a country.” Nelson Mandela 
Former President Nelson Mandela captured the essence of our theme of this year's Education budget vote, which states that education changes lives, changes communities. There is no better gift to Nelson Mandela on his 90 th birthday than to provide quality education to our learners and communities.
Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela continues to inspire South Africans and millions of people in all parts of the world by his attributes of compassion, forgiveness, tolerance and his unwavering commitment to social justice and democracy. By celebrating his life, as well as the lives of other heroes and heroines in our society, we reiterate the importance of such values and how such individuals have influenced the course of history and provided a platform for defining the nature of our society and understanding the true purport and meaning of our constitutional values, rights and freedoms.
Chair person, a few days ago at a well attended gathering of principals of schools of technology in Johannesburg , I was struck by a remark of a principal, who stated, that in order to transform an institution from within, it is critical to understand how the world has changed on the outside.
The rapidly changing world has taken a transcendental leap towards a knowledge economy. Recognising this reality, we have to take into account the changes, needs, expanded opportunities and realities of our country and the world. As Nelson Mandela also stated: “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.” 
We must recognise that our expanding economy desperately needs skills correctly identified by accelerated shared growth initiatives and development. Among the skills identified by JIPSA are mathematics, science and technology, intermediate and artisanal skills and high level professional skills such as engineering. Competence in ICT is a fundamental competence in a knowledge economy.
The goal of the White Paper on e-Education is that all teachers, learners, managers and administrators will be ICT-capable by 2013. That means that they must be able to use ICT confidently and creatively, have the skills and knowledge to achieve personal goals and be full participants in the global information society.
Guidelines for teacher development identified three categories of professional development, namely:
•  Basic ICT competencies; 
•  Integration of ICT into teaching and learning; and 
•  Specialization and innovation in ICT in education.
Thus far approximately 53 000 teachers have been trained in basic ICT skills and some 24 000 teachers have been trained in ICT Integration into the curriculum. We have also revitalized and revised the content of the National Educational Portal ‘Thutong'. This has more than 31 000 registered users and more than 22 000 curriculum resources.
In the context of ICT we must celebrate the National Learner Unit Record Information and Tracking System (LURITS). 
This system will track the movement of learners from Grade R to Grade 12 between schools and provinces. When a learner is registered on the system, the learner is assigned a unique national learner tracking number that will remain with the learner throughout his/her schooling career. The development of the system has been completed and the system is being implemented incrementally for learners in ordinary and special schools from May 2008 onwards and will be fully operational in all provinces and schools by March 2010.
Chairperson, consistent with JIPSA's objective of promoting mathematics, science and technology, we have increased our Dinaledi schools to 500. We are providing additional teacher support, progressively supplying ICT connectivity and distributing learning resources to all our Dinaledi schools.
It is evident that the success of the Dinaledi project is also dependent on the availability of teachers who are able to teach high level mathematics and science. In addition, it has also been recognised that proficiency in English is important element to enhance performance in mathematics and science.
As a result, the Department of Education initiated a teacher training programme with the aim of supporting teachers in Dinaledi schools. The programme is aimed at improving teacher content knowledge in mathematics and physical science and English. Already a total of 2400 teachers in Dinaledi schools have participated in the 100-hour training in mathematics and science.
We can also celebrate the adoption of legislation which gives effect to the Revised NQF. Cabinet has approved the legislation in terms of the NQF. This integrates education and training, theory and practice, and allows for the mobility across knowledge and skills strands.
In 2007, the Department of Education developed the Adopt-a-School project, a framework for private partners to support the development of Dinaledi schools. The purpose of this project is to encourage cooperation between the public and private sectors in the development of Dinaledi schools with a view of ensuring a coordinated and sustainable intervention at school level. 
The response of the private sector and public higher education institutions has been encouraging. Already a total of 276 Dinaledi schools have been adopted by 14 partners.
The Department has also enrolled approximately 50 000 Dinaledi learners in the Mathematics Olympiads. This programme is intended to stimulate further development in mathematics.
Just as we have benefited from the collaboration with the private sector with our Dinaledi project, we are receiving similar support for our FET Colleges.
Consistent with the JIPSA objectives we have redesigned the curriculum content of our FET colleges to respond to the challenges of providing intermediate skills in civil, electrical and mechanical engineering, financial and general management, tourism and agricultural studies. What is exciting about this flagship project is that the curriculation occurred in close collaboration with the private sector which continues to support our initiatives. Government has specifically set aside R600 million for bursaries in FET Colleges and we have already exceeded our target enrolment of 50 000 learners for the newly designed courses this year.
Today, four years ago, South Africa won the bid to host the 2010 Soccer World Cup. The Department is strategically positioning itself to take advantage of the benefits that will accrue from the coming world's premier football showcase. As I address you today, our learners in schools are participating in the South African Schools Soccer World Cup Competition, which the Minister has launched on 10 May 2008.
The Schools' Soccer World Cup Competition will mobilise South Africans in general, and our boy and girl learners in particular, to host and participate in the Confederation and FIFA Soccer World Cup in 2010. This initiative will promote physical activity, healthy lifestyles and mass participation in music, arts and culture. It seeks also to promote national pride and unity and build values of non-racism and tolerance. It will encourage the learners to learn more about the 2010 FIFA World Cup™ participating nations.
Madam Speaker, I consider these efforts as one of the many strategies of making in-roads in our fight against crime and violence in our schools. The fight against crime in our schools requires government to be innovative and creative in its response. We will intensify our intervention in terms of improving security through infrastructure rehabilitation and raising awareness through a combination of current programmes aimed at learners and educators such as child friendly schools and schools as centres of care and support. The Education Laws Amendment Act No 31 of 2007 places the safety of learners and staff in the school in the hands of the principal. The principal has been give powers in terms of this Act to conduct random search and seizure and drug testing at schools under given conditions.
Madam Speaker, the Act further requires the principal to prepare and submit to the Head of Department an annual report on academic performance in the minimum outcomes and standards as well as procedures for assessment contained in the curriculum policies and to indicate the effective use of all resources, including funding received from school fees, in the delivery of quality education at school.
In terms of the Act, the HoD has the obligation to identify underperforming schools from principals' reports about the performance of their schools, made in terms of section 16 A, and from any other reports that indicate that a school may be underperforming.
There is adequate empirical evidence that the quality of school leadership improves the quality of teaching and learning in schools. We have therefore introduced an Advanced Certificate in Education on School Leadership for principals. It is a two-year part-time study programme intended as an entry –level qualification for aspiring principals through a field-test involving principals. The first cohort of 446 principals were selected from 6 provinces and training has commenced last year.
While teachers have all been trained in the implementation of the NCS, principals were left behind. As part of their professional development, principals will be trained on the management part of the NCS with effect from June this year.
It is through initiatives such as the skills revolution in FET colleges, ICT in FET colleges and schools, teacher development and leadership development of principals that we shall proudly assert that education has made a difference in our lives and the lives of our community.
May I take this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to the Minister for her outstanding and incredible leadership, the DG and DDG's for their sterling performance as well as the Chairperson and Members of the Portfolio Committee for their ongoing support and active oversight.
I thank you. 
