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On 06 February 2014, the Centre for Child Law, representing Childline South Africa, Teddy 

Bear Clinic for Abused Children and NICRO (National Institute for Crime Prevention and the 

Reintegration of Offenders), will ask the Constitutional Court to confirm that the automatic 

inclusion of child offenders’ names on the sex offender register is unconstitutional.  

These Child Protection NGOs do not argue that child offenders’ names should never be put 

on the register. Instead they oppose the automatic inclusion of child offenders’ names on the 

register without proper individual assessments.  

The Criminal Law (Sexual Offences and Related Matters) Amendment Act 32 of 2007 (The 

Sexual Offences Act) creates a sex offenders register, the aim of which is to prevent 

convicted sex offenders from working with children. The NGOs will argue that automatically 

including children’s names on the register does not fulfil the aim of the register. There is no 

evidence to show that children who commit sexual offences against their peers become 

adult sex offenders. Research instead shows that the vast majority of child sex offenders 

never commit a sexual offence again after appropriate interventions.  

The NGOs believe that before a decision is made to place a child’s name on the register an 

individual assessment should be carried out by a suitably qualified professional. The 

assessment will determine the legal intervention that is needed and also treatment options. 

This is important as children respond more to treatment than adult offenders as they are 

continually developing psychologically.  

Inclusion on the register creates barriers for the children to educational and employment 

opportunities that could reduce the likelihood of reoffending. It also results in shame and 

stigmatisation that could lead to mental and psychological harm. 

The NGOs will also argue that the inclusion of child offenders’ names on the register is at 

odds with what the Child Justice Act aims to achieve, namely to break the cycle of crime.  

Note: For more information, please contact: 

Morgan Courtenay at the Centre for Child Law: Tel: 012 420 4502 / 076 158 5712 

Joan van Niekerk at Childline South Africa: Tel: Tel: 031 2012059 / 083 303 8322 

Dr Shaheda Omar at Teddy Bear Clinic for Abused Children: Tel: 011 484 4554 / 083 557 
3720 

Arina Smit at NICRO: Tel: 021 462 0017   


