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Centre to join |

ZELDA VENTER
HiGH CouRT Reporren

THE CENTRE for Child Law ig
expected to apply as a friend of
the court in an application to the
Pretoria High Court tomorrow
regarding a Rig biltion contract
to manage the nationwide distri-

bution of social grants to millons

Lof - underprivileged beople,
including children,

Absa subsidiary Allpay

Consolidated Investment Hold.
ings will ask the court to review
a tender awarded by the South
African Soeial Security Agency
(Sassa) to g coinpany Cash Pay-
1 mastey Services to manage the
distribution of the social grants
countrywide,

Allpay ig claiming the award-
ing of the tender wag “fraught
with irregularities”,

Dr Ann Skelion of the Centre

for Child Law, however, is cop-

cerned about the miltions of chil.

dren who are relant on social

grants. The centre’s main con-

cern Is that the dispute over the

awarding of the tender may cause

a disruption of Payment to the
beneficiaries, :

In her application, Skelton
said that on February 20,
10788 595 children were receiving
child support grants, while.
524 378 were receiving foster child
Erants. About 114 ggp chiidren
were receiving caye dependency
grants.

“Ttisin the cireumstances safe
to say that children are the
(biggest) interest group that ben-
eftt from grantg, (Their) interests
should play an Important role in

the determination of this case.” .

Skelton said the court should
weigh the interests of the benefi-
ciaries and the public in balane.

RETCZIN News

N

I3

1 ut&/

ing the rights of the litigants i

this application, - ]

She suggested that, as the chil. |
dren are the largest group who
benefit from these governinent
grants, the currept tender holder
should continye with payments
as that is the least disruptive
process, - '

+ Once the final decision ig
made - if a different company is
to be appointed to manage the
grant payouts - there must be a
reasonable handover perjog to
ensure payments are not inter-
rupted, she sajd, L

The centre earlior asked Sassa
for a comprehensive pian which
covers the possibility of the fen-
der award being set aside. Skelton
said the plan issueqd fell short, .

Neither parties in the tender
dispute have objections to the
centre assisting the cowrt regard-
ing the plight of the children,

2s|oslave ps




