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UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH AFRICA

Prof Mandla S Makhanya, Principal and Vice-Chancellor of the University of South Africa
cordially invites

you

To UNISA’s African Intellectuals, Knowledge Systems and Africa’s Futures’
2012 Inaugural Lecture on

AFRICAN INSTITUTIONS, INTELLECTUALS AND POLITICAL RESILIENCY:
LESSONS, PROSPECTS AND IMPLICATIONS FOR AFRICA’S FUTURES

Keynote Speaker

The Honourable Mr Kgalema Motlanthe,
Deputy President of the Republic of South Africa

and a Book Launch

“Reading Revolution — Shakespeare on Robben Island”
by Professor Ashwin Desai

Venue
ZK MATTHEWS HALL

UNISA MAIN CAMPUS
1 Preller Street, Muckleneuck Ridge, City of Tshwane

Date
Friday 27 January 2012

Time
10:00 -- 12:30
Guests to be seated by 09:30
RSVP before 23 January 2012

To reply please complete this reply form

Directions to Unisa

Enquiries:
Aubrey Louw - Tel: 012 441 5672 / fax: 086 758 4268 / e-mail: louwwa@unisa.ac.za


http://surveys.unisa.ac.za/index.php?sid=95497&lang=en
http://surveys.unisa.ac.za/index.php?sid=95497&lang=en
http://www.unisa.ac.za/Default.asp?Cmd=ViewContent&ContentID=25377

READING REVOLUTION -

SHAKESPEARE ON ROBBEN ISLAND

READING REVOLUTION

Shakespeare on Robben Island

The prison authorities on Robben Island displayed a
remarkable obsession with censoring the news that
prisoners could receive of the outside world. Yet, as
the pages of this book reveal, political prisoners
managed to escape these constraints through
literature, travelling to the sites of contemporary
revolutionary struggles and to the frontlines of the
French and Bolshevik revolutions. Tolstoy jostled with
Trotsky, while Shakespeare ‘winged’ his way over the
walls of the single and communal cells. As the
prisoners brought their experiences to bear on the
text, the works of Shakespeare were mined for their
anti-colonial and anti-apartheid inspirations as much
as for the power and beauty of their words.

The texts also left their mark on the consciousness
and memories of liberation fighters, with many
prisoners reciting lines from Shakespeare’s plays and
sonnets some three decades after their release.

Through the memories and biographical accounts written by former political inmates, the book evocatively brings to
life the voices of prisoners who furtively copied books at night before they were snatched back by the warders. This
book is about those books, about how words can inspire the human spirit, light up the intellect and free the reader to
travel the world. But this is not a book simply about the past. By opening the all too quickly forgotten pages of history,
the book seeks to ignite once more a reading revolution, to stir up the imagination, in a South Africa whose democratic
transition seeks to consolidate power from above while being increasingly contested by insurgent protest from below.

The book can be purchased at the event or can be ordered through this order form.

ORDER FORM


http://www.unisa.ac.za/press-order-form/

