Erasmus Mundus programme (EM)
Partnerships 

Mobility project – EU - South-Africa  

1.Erasmus mundus: general introduction 
In December 2010 the European Commission launched a new call for proposals within the framework of the European (educational) Programme Erasmus Mundus (EM)  
The EM programme supports academic excellence and the attractiveness of Europe’s higher education worldwide and fosters cooperation with non EU partners with the objective of contributing to their development. 

The European Community programme funds 3 types of “actions”: 
Action 1: Joint Programmes at Masters and Doctorate level +  individual scholarships to students/researchers worldwide to participate in these programmes (of “excellence”)
Action 2: Partnerships with non-European Union Higher education institutions including scholarships 
Action 3: Promotional activities to enhance the attractiveness, profile, image and visibility of European Higher Education institutions. 

European Higher Education Institution’s (HEI) are entitled to submit proposals and apply for funding on behalf of a partnership. 
Deadline for proposals related to action 1, 2 and 3 for 2010 :  30th of April  2010
Total budget of the programme for the period: 2009-2013: 1 billion EUR 
2.Action 2  - Erasmus Mundus partnerships  (formerly known as Erasmus Mundus external cooperation window) 
Action 2, Erasmus Mundus partnerships aims at promoting institutional cooperation and mobility activities between Europe and Higher Education Institutions worldwide.  The programme funds partnerships to organise and implement mobility. It covers organisational costs related to the preparation of the mobility (co-ordination meetings for the partners, preparatory language courses for selected students,…) + it provides scholarships of various length for  students, researchers and staff to be exchanged (mainly between the partner institutions).  
European Higher Education Institution’s (min. 5) are entitled to submit proposals and apply for funding  to set up a well structured mobility scheme with non EU partners. 
3. Action 2  - Erasmus Mundus partnerships:  mobility project South Africa  (LOT 14) 
South Africa  (for the first time) is one of the partner countries covered by this call.  For each partner country specific conditions are described. The proposed mobility scheme by the EC for South Africa as described in the programme guide of the call:  
· Total budget available : 4.8 million ( 3 projects/partnerships are expected to be funded) 

· Partnership composition: min. 5  European HEI + at least 3 South African HEI’s (only public 
HEI). The partnership must include at least 1 of  12 South African HEI’s indicated as 
universities of Technology and 
historically disadvantaged  institutions (max. total of partners 
= 20) 
· Mobility

· Expected minimum flows/scholarships : 40 South African individuals 
· Only mobility  from South Africa to EU is financed (European mobility to South Africa is not allowed )  
· Mobility will take place at the following levels: 
	Types of mobility 
	Distribution 

	Masters 
	45-55% of the total 

	Doctorates 
	25-35 % of the total 

	Staff 
	15-25 % of the total 


* Mobility can take place within the following  fields of study:  
1. Agricultural sciences 

2. Architecture, Urban and Regional planning

3. Business studies and Management Sciences

4. Education, teacher training

5. Engineering, Technology

6. Geography, Geology

7. Mathematics, Informatics 
8. Medical Sciences

9. Natural Sciences

10. Social Sciences

11. Communication and information sciences 

12. Other Areas of study: alternative Energy resources, Climate Change, 
Sustainable development 
· Related to staff mobility: only staff registered at one of the South African institutions that is member of the project partnership can be exchanged 

· Related to student mobility (Master + Doctorate level) :  2 target groups are eligible to receive funding: 

· Target group 1: individuals registered at one of the South African partnership institutions (at least 50% of the mobility flows) 
· Target group 2: South African nationals registered in a South African HEI NOT INCLUDED in the partnership or having obtained in the past a university degree by a South African HEI. 
· IMPORTANT: The partnership should endeavor to give preference to the selection of students coming from historically disadvantaged institutions. Real participation of previously disadvantaged individuals is a requirement.
* Scholarships: the individual scholarship covers a monthly allowance, insurance fee, enrollment fee, travel costs. 
4. Project proposal EM partnerships - University of Antwerp  
Current experience with the EM programme 

The university of Antwerp is currently involved in 3 similar EM partnership projects (formerly known as EMECW projects) and has gained extensive experience in the daily management and follow up of the programme

· Mobility project with China (as coordinator) 

More information: http://www.ua.ac.be/connec 

· Mobility project with Argentina (as partner) 

· Mobility project Latin America regional ( as partner) 

Proposed Partnership – mobility project EU- South Africa 

EU partners: 
the following EU partners have currently  committed themselves to become a partner in the South African mobility project and will act as host institution for South African staff, students and researchers: 

· University of Antwerp (Belgium)
· University of Ljubljana (Slovenia)
· University of Bologna (Italy)
· Catholic University of Leuven (Belgium)
· University of Maastricht (Netherlands)
· University of Leipzig (Germany)
· Vilnius University (Lithuania)
Other might join.
South African partners: 
Up till now 4 universities have  agreed to join the network: 
°University of the Free State, 

°University of Stellenbosch, 

°University of Pretoria 
°University of Limpopo

We also contacted some other South-African universities and hope that they will join also.
Main project activities 

The organisation of the scholarship and mobility programme by the partners involved. 

Preparatory activities before the start of the mobilities such as: 

· Coordinators meeting 

· Promotion of the scholarship programme 

· Setting up a joint selection & application procedure (on-line) 
· Administrative and academic preparation of the flows (contracts,…) 

The implementation of the mobility (only South Africans to EU) 
· Sending (South African partners) and receiving (European partners) South African students, staff and researchers 

·  Academic, administrative, financial follow up of the mobilities
· Evaluation, Reporting activities

· Dissemination activities 

· Final Coordinators meeting  
Timetable  & duration of activities 
Timetable 

Deadline project proposals: 30th of April 2010 
Selection results announced: July  2010 
Start of first activities: 15th of July  
List of selected students and staff: 1st of April 2011
Start mobilities: second semester ‘10-‘11 
Duration of project activities 

Max. duration of the project = 48 months (until the latest mobility has ended)
Mobility flows: 

Master students: Min. 1 academic semester – Max. 2 academic years

Doctorate students: Min. 6 months – max. 34 months

Staff: Min. 1 month – Max. 3 months 

Contact person University of Antwerp EM partnership projects :  anouk.deweerdt@ua.ac.be  

From today on the contact person for this project will be my colleague Anouk De Weerdt.
More Information on the EM programme and call for proposals : http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/index_en.php  
More information on University of Antwerp’s involvement in EM programmes: http://www.ua.ac.be/EMUA  
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