
2013 International Conference on Indigenous Knowledge Systems (IKS) 

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS AND POSTERS 

Deadline for submission: 26 February 2013  

The Department of Science and Technology (DST), in collaboration with North West University, is hosting an 
international conference on Indigenous Knowledge Systems (IKS) at the Birchwood Hotel, Gauteng, from 17 to 20 
April 2013.  

The conference will bring together experts, academics, policy makers, government officials, and civil organisations to 
deliberate on how IKS, as it relates to science and technology, can be used to the advantage of indigenous and local 
communities.  

The theme for the conference is "The value of indigenous knowledge in the 21st century". Local and international 
speakers will talk about IKS-based innovations and the contribution they make to improving the lives of indigenous 
communities. 

The conference will deliberate on the following topics: 

• Using national, regional and international instruments for the protection, promotion, development and 
management of IKS.  

• Using technology for innovation and entrepreneurship.  
• Developing a system of accreditation and certification for knowledge holders.  
• Challenges and opportunities for IKS in the education system. 

It is anticipated that the conference will contribute to informed government policies for the implementation of IKS-
driven programmes, nuanced advocacy and communication programmes and improved commercialisation 
strategies. Other outcomes include a publication of the proceedings and recommendations, which will be 
disseminated to stakeholders, and strategies for the alleviation of poverty using local knowledge and resources. 

The conference will be primarily academic and the medium of communication will be English.  

• RSVP your attendance by no later than 3 April 2013  

Abstracts 
Interested parties are invited to submit 150-word abstracts of papers on a relevant conference sub-topic. The 
abstracts should be in Arial 12 font and 1,5 spacing, and should be accompanied by the following: 

• Full names and title of presenter.  
• Contact details (including landline, cell and fax numbers, an email address and a postal address).  
• A 75-word biography of the presenter.  
• A colour ID photo (±150 dpi). 

The duration of the presentation should not exceed 20 minutes. 

Posters 
Government departments, higher education institutions, science councils, and non-governmental organisations are 
invited to exhibit their work on IKS during the conference in the form of poster presentations. 

The posters should meet the following specifications: 

• Landscape 1 800 x 1 140 mm.  
• Standard A0 size is acceptable.  
• The poster can be smaller than the board, but not larger. 

 



 

 

Abstracts and papers will be peer-reviewed and published in a journal.  The conference organising committee will 
confirm acceptance/rejection of papers/posters by 4 March 2013. 

• Submit your Abstract and/or Poster by no later 26 February 2013 

Enquiries: 
Contact the NSTF at:  
Tel.        +27 12 841 3987/4520/2632  
Fax:       +27 12 841 3025  
Email:   enquiries@nstf.co.za 
Or visit: www.nstf.org.za  

Send us your news 
The NSTF invites all our members, as well as all SETI role players, to send us information on meetings, conferences and activities of 
interest to the broader S&T community. We require one month's notice to communicate your news to all stakeholders on our database, 

and publish it in our newsletter. Contact Wilna Eksteen (details below) for more information. 

The National Science and Technology Forum (NSTF), established in 1995, is a broadly-representative stakeholder body for all 
Science, Engineering, Technology and Innovation (SETI) organisations in South Africa, which seeks to influence policy formulation and 

delivery.  

The NSTF-BHP Billiton Awards are unique in SA, recognising the outstanding contributions of individuals and groups to SETI and 
therefore afford an opportunity for recognition and celebration of all practicing scientists, engineers and technologists across the system 
of innovation. The ‘Brilliants Programme’ of the NSTF hosts certain achievers in Science and Mathematics in the School System at the 

Awards Gala Dinner, and recognises and rewards them in various ways.  

www.sciencebursaries.org.za - SET for life! This exciting web portal is to act as a 'one-stop shop' for learners and students who are 
interested in pursuing a career in the sciences, engineering or technology but don't have the means or access to get there and cannot 
afford funding for their own tertiary education.  The web portal also acts as a source of information for career guidance in SETI related 

fields.  It provides an interface that youngsters can relate to - inspiring them to realize their dreams. 

Privacy 
Registration details submitted to the NSTF will be treated confidentially and will only be used by NSTF to communicate with its members 

and subscribers. 

Disclaimer: 
The NSTF has taken all practical measures to ensure that the material contained in this newsletter is correct. The NSTF reserves the 
right to make changes as it deems necessary. Contact details submitted by individuals for subscription purposes will be treated 

confidentially. 

For more information, contact the NSTF Secretariat at: 
E-mail: enquiries@nstf.co.za 

Tel: 27 12 841 3987 
Fax: 27 12 841 3025 
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