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Minutes of a special Student Parliament meeting as held at 18:00 on 
Thursday 3 March 2011 in HSB 4-1 

 
 
1. Opening and welcome 
 
 The Speaker welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained the meeting 

procedures. 
 
2. Attendance 
 
2.1 Present 
 
 Johan le Roux   Henning Viljoen 
 Tiziana Burtone   Amy Visser 
 Kwanda Dlamini   Priscilla Papo 
 Tshiamo Hlongwane   Sibusiso Langa 
 Dirk Steenkamp   Chris Berrangé 
 Vincent Gololo   Francis-Marié Els 
 Daniel Mokumo   Carla Prinsloo 
 Zamanguni Hlabangane  Sunél Muller 
 Tanya de Jager   Felicia Snyman 
 Charles Britz    Oudi Modisha 
 Kelebogile Mokgapudi  Karlien Muller 
 Nico van Deventer   Dries Diamond 
 Lerato Kekana   Mauritz Lübcker 
 Vusi Maupa    Funani Sadiki 
 Rodney Maseko   Moltlalepula Setumisho 
 Joseph Mwakio   Faith Basson 
 Bongiwe Gumede   Kwara Kekana 
 Zamantungwa Khumalo  Kleinbooi Legoabe 
 Lesiba Masoga   Andrew Masombuka 
 Lauren Chong    Cizelle Naude 
 Johan Conradie   Magdalena Pelser 
 Peter Sleeman (Speaker)  Francois Cloete (Deputy Speaker) 
 
2.2 Absent with apology 
 
 Leona Jonker    Nicola Rodink 
 Madelein Strydom   Broc Rademan 
 Matulwe Kgaphola   Portia Mandla 
 Antoinette J.v. Vuuren 
 
 
 

Special 1/2011 
 
2.3 Absent without apology 
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 Fred Pretorius    Madelé Nelson  
 Llewellyn de Jager   Zandré Smith 
 Carlo Cock    Riaan Becker 
 Duncan Allan    Miné Labuschagne 
 Thabane Mkhwebane  Johanna Nashitati 
 Kateryne Ryabchiy   Chane de Koker 
 
3. Confirmation of the agenda 
 
 Kleinbooi Legoabe (SASCO) requested that the meeting be given the opportunity 

to state why they handed in a motion of no-confidence in the Secretary-General 
of the SRC.  Vusi Maupa (Residences) requested the Speaker to read the motion 
of no-confidence to the meeting.  Kleinbooi suggested the following amendments 
to the agenda: 

 
 6. Speaker should read the motion to the meeting. 
 
 7. Discussion of the motion 
 
   Approved. 
 
 
4. Purpose of the meeting 
 
 The Speaker explained that a special meeting was called to discuss a motion of 

no-confidence in the Secretary-General.  The Secretary-General was given the 
opportunity to address the meeting. 

 
 He thanked the Speaker for giving him the opportunity to address the meeting. 
 
 Firstly, he addressed the meeting about the issue of conduct.  Not only is this a 

social principle but it is a constitutionally enshrined obligation in student 
governance structures.  He apologized unequivocally for allowing his emotions to 
get the better of him resulting in unacceptable body language, speech and 
general conduct that could be deemed disrespectful to the Student Parliament.  
He acknowledged that respect is required for a healthy student governance 
relationship and committed himself to these principles in future.  He expressed 
the hope that the Student Parliament will accept his apology and invited 
everyone who felt that his apology is insufficient, to file a complaint with the Dean 
of Students as set out in Section 24(1) of the constitution for Student 
Governance.   

 
  
 

The assertion in this motion that dealing with academic issues is not part of his 
duties is also false because Section 50(2), 48(a) and 41(h) of the constitution 
compels all executive members (of whom he is one), to proactively ensure that 
all portfolios are functional and all portfolios should also be assisted in any way 
possible.  He is also of the opinion that the Student Parliament does not wish to 
punish those who seek to do more to assist students. 



University of Pretoria 
Student Parliament 2011 

 
 

 3 

 
To address the claim that he failed to do his duties as set out in Section 48, he 
pointed out that at the time of last week’s meeting, only points (d) and (h) were 
outstanding.  However, he explained in his address the technical challenges he 
faced and has since made sure that all the minutes are available for inspection 
on the SRC web page. 
 
He stated that since last week, he witnessed the worst degree of political 
conniving whereby people resolved to lies and mudslinging in an attempt to pass 
a motion of no-confidence in him and members of the Student Parliament should 
ask themselves the following question:  “Is everybody present here in the best 
interest of students or are they here with a hidden agenda that has not been 
declared?” 
 
In closing, he acknowledged (as he did at the beginning of the meeting), that the 
conduct of the Secretary-General is of paramount importance and he dedicated 
himself to correct his behavior.  He believed that it is the duty of the SRC to 
report back to the Student Parliament and receive corrections where necessary 
to continue delivering the student mandate.  He believed that he has done 
exceedingly well in the execution of his duties and accept the fact that he is only 
human and that he is not beyond reproach.  He also believed that the student 
governance structure will never function in a healthy fashion if they pick off 
leaders every time they slip up.  He is willing to be guided by the Student 
Parliament, am committed to serve the best interest of students and trust that the 
Student Parliament will make the right decision. 

 
 The following questions were put to the Secretary-General: 
 
 Vusi Maupa: 
 
 1. You stated that you failed your duties as set out in Section (e) and (h) of 

the constitution for Student Governance.  You are responsible to facilitate 
communication between the SRC and the Student Parliament. 

 
 
 
  The academic year only started on 14 February 2011.  Due to the current 

changes to the ClickUp system it was difficult to put the minutes on the 
ClickUp system and he cannot be held responsible for this.  He gave 
feedback and answered the questions put to him. 

 
 2. Vusi thought that there were people more suitable to serve as the 

Secretary-General. 
 
  According to the Secretary-General he is well capable of executing the 

duties of this portfolio. 
 
  According to Kwanda Dlamini (Economic & Management Sciences) the 

academic year started on 3 January 2011 (the classes only started on 14 
February 2011).   
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  Andrew Masombuka (SASCO) indicated that he is very disappointed in 

the Secretary-General because of the accusations he made during the 
past weeks.  Why did he make these accusations? 

 
  He cannot recall that he stated there was conniving between him and 

certain members or that he made false claims against any member but 
people must know that false claims were made about him and the 
Student Parliament. 

 
  Sibusiso Langa (Faculty of Education) wanted to know why the Secretary-

General stated that some Student Parliament members have hidden 
agendas whilst Andrew Masombuka wanted to know what the relevance 
of these accusations had on this meeting.  Does the fact that the 
Secretary-General does not do his job, mean that the Student Parliament 
has a hidden agenda? 

 
  Secretary-General:  We are here to serve the students and not to attack 

each other personally.  You know that there is a hidden agenda. 
 
  According to Karlien Muller (Natural & Agricultural Sciences) all the 

details of the SRC are available and she suggested that if a member of 
the Student Parliament has a problem with a SRC member he/she should 
discuss it personally with the relevant SRC member. 

 
  According to Vusi Maupa it is not the responsibility of the Student 

Parliament to obtain the minutes.  It is the duty of the Secretary-General 
to post the minutes on the web and to send it to the Student Parliament.  
Kleinbooi Legoabe stated that the minutes of the TSC and the SRC was 
on the web and he wanted to know why these minutes are still on the 
web. 

 
  When you cannot upload minutes on the web it does not mean that the 

minutes previously placed on the web, will be deleted. 
 
  According to Andrew Masombuka the Student Parliament needs clarity on 

the situation and they must be given the opportunity to discuss the matter. 
 
  The Secretary-General asked Kleinbooi Legoabe a question i.e. while he 

(Kleinbooi) was in the Secretary-General’s office why did he try to lobby 
for votes.  He said that the motion must be changed to a motion of no-
confidence in the President.  Kleinbooi indicated that he is disappointed in 
the Secretary-General this statement and according to him, he was not 
the only one that went to the Secretary-General’s office but that Vusi was 
also present. 

 
  Tiziana Burtone (DASO) agreed with the Secretary-General that the last 

couple of days were very confusing as she was called by members of the 
Student Parliament to vote against the Secretary-General. 
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6. Motion of no-confidence in the Secretary-General 
 
 The Speaker read the motion of no-confidence to the meeting and matter was 

discussed after that.  He requested everyone to please turn off their cell phones 
for the duration of the meeting.   

 
7. Discussion of the motion 
 
 Johan Conradie (VF+) handed in a motion that the matter should be put to the 

vote and this motion was seconded.  According to Kleinbooi one cannot hand in 
a motion about the agenda if the agenda had already been confirmed (the 
Speaker agreed with him) but Tiziana wanted to know why the motion must be 
discussed again as the content is quite clear.   

 
 Andrew felt that the Speaker failed to chair the meeting as he cannot agree to a 

motion that contradicts procedure.  According to Vusi the motion of no-
confidence is not nonsense as the behavior of the Secretary-General was 
uncalled for.  It is time to strive for democracy at this university and to replace the 
Secretary-General will be in the best interest of the students. 

 
 According to Lerato Kekana (Residences) the Student Parliament is there for the 

students.  The behavior of the Secretary-General is unacceptable  - he should be 
more professional and he should keep his personal emotions under wrap.  She 
proposed that he should be put on trial (with probation) and if the case against 
him is serious, it should be investigated.  Andrew felt that the Secretary-General 
misbehaved before and he cannot be forgiven every time.   

 This is a key SRC portfolio and he does not know how the students he works 
with are treated.  Dries Diamond (Residences) felt that if there are no new points 
to discuss the meeting must proceed to vote.  Tiziana felt that if the Student 
Parliament behaves in a disorderly way, it will reflect on the SRC.  

  
  Tanya de Jager (Law) suggested that people should contact the President if a 

SRC is misbehaving.  The SRC must carry out their mandate.  Vusi demanded 
that disciplinary action be taken against the Secretary-General.  According to 
Kleinbooi a motion of no-confidence will be instigated against SRC members who 
do not do their jobs because SRC members are here to serve the students and 
not their personal ambitions.   

 
 The Secretary-General was requested to leave the meeting so that voting can 

take place.  Forty three members were present to vote.  Kleinbooi and Tiziana 
make sure that the ballots were counted correctly.   

 
 The results of the voting were as follows: 
 
 FOR:   20 
 AGAINST:  23 
 
 For a motion of no-confidence to pass, two-thirds of the total members of the 

Student Parliament must vote yes i.e. 41 members. 
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  The motion of no-confidence in the Secretary-General was therefore 
unsuccessful and he will remain in his position. 

 
8. Closing 
 
 The Speaker thanked everyone for their patience and the meeting adjourned. 


