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• Ashvin Dayal, Senior Vice President, Power Initiative, The Rockefeller Foundation 

• Michael Webber, Chief Science and Technology Officer, ENGIE & Josey Centennial Professor in Energy Resources, 

University of Texas at Austin  
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Room 8 – Decent work and economic growth  

Moderators: 

• Marcela Escobari, Senior Fellow, Center for Sustainable Development, Brookings Institution 

• Otis Rolley, Senior Vice President, U.S. Equity and Economic Opportunity Initiative, The Rockefeller Foundation 
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• Anne-Marie Slaughter, CEO, New America 
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• Natalie Geismar, Project Coordinator, Center for Sustainable Development, Brookings Institution 

• Erin Leyson, Intern U.S. Equity and Economic Opportunity Initiative, The Rockefeller Foundation 

 

Room 9 – Industry, innovation and infrastructure 

Moderators: 

• C.V. Madhukar, Managing Director, Beneficial Technology, The Omidyar Network 

• Kevin O'Neil, Director of Data and Technology, The Rockefeller Foundation  
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• Magdi Amin, Senior Advisor, Ministry of Finance of Republic of Sudan  
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• Yodahe Zemichael, Principal Technical Advisor Office of the Prime Minister, Government of Ethiopia  

Moderator Associates: 

• Lin Gao, Research Specialist, Innovation, The Rockefeller Foundation  

 

Room 10 – Reduced inequalities  

Moderators: 

• Martin Abregu, Vice President for International Programs, Ford Foundation  

• Margaret Biggs, Chairperson, International Development Research Centre  
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• Grieve Chelwa, Postdoctoral Fellow, Harvard University Center for African Studies 
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• Deepali Khanna, Managing Director, Asia Regional Office, The Rockefeller Foundation 
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• César Rodríguez-Garavito, Founder of the Program on Global Justice and Human Rights, Dejusticia 
• Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, Indigenous and gender adviser, The Third World Network 

Moderator Associates: 

• Vera Mshana, Program Officer, Natural Resources and Climate Change, Ford Foundation 

 

Room 11 – Sustainable cities and communities  

Moderators: 

• James Anderson, Director of Government Innovation, Bloomberg Philanthropies  

• Tony Pipa, Senior Fellow, Center for Sustainable Development, Brookings Institution 
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• Penny Abeywardena, Commissioner, International Affairs, New York City  
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• Beth Blauer, Executive Director and Founder, Centers for Civic Impact, Johns Hopkins University  
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• Sascha Haselmayer, Public Interest Technology Fellow, New America  

• Mauricio Rodas, Visiting Scholar, University of Pennsylvania 
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• Max Bouchet, Senior Policy Analyst, Center for Sustainable Development, Brookings Institution 
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Moderators: 

• Matthew Bishop, Co-founder, Social Progress Index & Co-founder, 17 Rooms initiative, Nonresident Senior Fellow, 

Brookings Institution 

• Jessica Long, Former Managing Director, Strategy and Sustainability, Accenture  
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Room 13 – Climate action 

Moderators: 

• Elizabeth Cousens, CEO, United Nations Foundation  

• John Podesta, Founder, Center for American Progress 

Participants: 

• Manish Bapna, Executive Vice President and Managing Director, World Resources Institute (WRI)  
• Amar Bhattacharya, Senior Fellow, Center for Sustainable Development, Brookings Institution 
• Arunabha Ghosh, Founder-CEO, Council on Energy, Environment and Water (CEEW)  
• Stephen Hammer, Advisor, Global Partnerships and Strategy (Climate Change), World Bank  
• Selwin Hart, Special Adviser and Assistant Secretary-General for Climate Action, United Nations Secretary General (UNSG)  
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• Min Zhu, Deputy Managing Director, International Monetary Fund 
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Room 14 – Oceans & life below water 

Moderators: 

• Kristin Rechberger, CEO, Dynamic Planet  

• Enric Sala, Explorer-in-Residence, National Geographic & Executive Director, Pristine Seas 

Participants: 

• Marisa Drew, Chief Sustainability Officer & Global Head Sustainability Strategy, Advisory, and Finance, Credit Suisse 

International  

• Viacheslav Fetisov, Ice Hockey legend, UN Environment Goodwill Ambassador, WTO Global Ambassador, MP at Russian 

Duma, UN Environment, WTO  
• Richard Florizone, President, International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD) 

• Vidar Helgesen, Special Envoy to the Ocean, Norway  
• Nayantara Jain, ED, Reef Watch Marine Conservation  
• Taholo Kami, Special Representative for Oceans, Fiji  
• Karin Kemper, Global Director for the Environment, Natural Resources and Blue Economy Global Practice, World Bank 
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• Aileen Lee, Chief Program Officer, Environment & Conservation, Moore Foundation  
• Manas Roshan, Program Manager, International Collective in Support of Fish Workers 

 

Room 15 – Life on land 

Moderators: 



 
 

 

• Rosina Bierbaum, Roy F. Westin Chair in Natural Economics and Research Professor, University of Maryland’s School of 

Public Policy & Professor and Dean Emerita, University of Michigan School of Natural Resources and Environment 

• Thomas Lovejoy, University Professor, George Mason University & Senior Fellow, United Nations Foundation  
• John Robinson, Joan L. Tweedy Chair in Conservation Strategy, Wildlife Conservation Society 

Participants: 

• Adriana Dinu, Deputy Director, Bureau for Program and Policy Support, UNDP 

• Tom Evans, Professor at the School of Geography and Development, University of Arizona  
• Gustavo Fonseca, Director of Programs, Global Environment Facility 

• Bronson Griscom, Ecological accountant, The Nature Conservancy 

• Charlotte Karibuhoye Said, Director, West Africa Programme, MAVA Foundation 
• Melinda Kimble, Senior Fellow, United Nations Foundation  
• Yadvinder Malhi, Professor of Ecosystem Science, Programme Leader in Ecosystems Research, Environmental Change 

Institute, Jackson Senior Research Fellow at Oriel College, University of Oxford 

• Pamela McElwee, Associate Professor, Rutgers University  
• Graciela Metternicht, Professor at the Institute of Environmental Studies, UNSW Australia  
• Jeff Seabright, Chief sustainability officer, Unilever 

• Nathalie Seddon, Professor of Biodiversity in the Department of Zoology, University of Oxford 
• Bernardo Strassburg, Professor (Assistant), Pontifícia Universidade Católica do Rio de Janeiro 

 

Room 16 – Peace, Justice and strong institutions  

Moderators: 

• Nancy Lindborg, President and CEO, the David & Lucile Packard Foundation, Former President of US Institute of Peace 

• Sarah Mendelson, Distinguished Service Professor of Public Policy and Head of Heinz College in Washington DC, Carnegie 

Mellon University 

Participants: 

• Ariel C. Armony, Vice Provost for Global Affairs, Director of the University Center for International Studies, University of 

Pittsburg 

• Elizabeth Andersen, Executive Director, World Justice Project  
• Camille Busette, Senior Fellow, Brookings Institution 
• Ilwad Elman, Director of Programs & Development, The Elman Peace and Human Rights Center 

• Alvaro Herrero, Under Secretary for Strategic Management and Institutional Quality, The government of Buenos Aires City 
• Christof Heyns, Professor of Human Rights Law, Director of the Institute for International and Comparative Law in Africa 
• Victor Ochen, Founder and Executive Director, African Youth Initiative Network (AYINET) 
• Borislav Petranov, Senior Program Advisor, Open Society Foundations (OSF) 
• Sanjay Pradhan, Chief Executive Officer, Open Government Partnership  
• Danny Sriskandarajah, Chief Executive, Oxfam GB  
• David Steven, Senior Advisor and former Director, Pathfinders for Peaceful, Just and Inclusive Societies 

• David Yang, Vice president of the Center for Applied Conflict Transformation, The U.S. Institute of Peace 

• Uzra Zeya, CEO and President, Alliance for Peacebuilding 

 

Room 17 – Partnerships/universities  

Moderators: 

• Angel Cabrera, President, Georgia Institute of Technology & Chair, University Global Coalition 



 
 

 

• Suzanne Fortier, Principal and Vice-Chancellor, McGill University & Chair of the World Economic Forum’s Global University 

Leaders Forum 

Participants: 

• Ana Mari Cauce, President, University of Washington  
• Guillermo Cisneros Perez, Rector, Universidad Politecnica de Madrid  
• Arturo Condo, President, EARTH University  
• Jim Garrett, Provost, Carnegie Mellon  
• David Garza, President, Tecnologico de Monterrey  
• Feridun Hamdullahpur, President, University of Waterloo 

• Kadar Kaneye, President, African Development University 

• Wendy Kopp, CEO and Co-founder, Teach For All 

• Tod Laursen, System Administration Provost & Sr. Vice Chancellor, SUNY 

• Joanna Newman, Secretary General, Association of Commonwealth Universities 

• Bairbre Redmond, Provost, Universitas 21  
• Shai Reshef, President, University of the People 
• Juan Romo, Rector, Universidad Carlos III de Madrid  
• Nikhil Seth, Executive Director, UNITAR  
• Gregory Washington, President, George Mason University 

Moderator Associates: 

• Drew Cutright, Project Manager in the Office of the Executive Vice President of Administration and Finance, Georgia 

Institute of Technology 
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