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1. LITERATURE REVIEW
Your preliminary literature review should be a critical analysis of what has been written about your topic.  In this section you must provide a survey of literature/literature reviewed as a detailed analysis of the theoretical perspectives available for your topic. It is NOT merely a list of sources or the name of each source with a brief description of what has been written. You should integrate the views of various authors to provide a solid literature background to your study and indicate the current gaps in knowledge that your research attempts to address.

E.g. if you are writing about procurement in the Department of Public Service and Administration (DPSA), then the literature review offers a theoretical perspective on procurement, where it comes from, why it is necessary, who is involved and the processes involved, its legislative environment as well as empirical research done on the topic in a similar context.

2. PROBLEM STATEMENT
In this section you offer proof that your topic is researchable. You identify the challenges related to your topic. You obtain proof from literature, including official documents such as annual reports, strategic plans and auditor general reports. The motivation describes the dependent variable in your research e.g. if you analyse the procurement process in the Department of Public Service and Administration, then your motivation should be about the conditions within the DPSA – its mandate, legislative framework, challenges as it pertains to procurement.

Formulate a clearly demarcated statement of the problem/topic of the research which you envisage.  

3. RESEARCH OBJECTIVES AND QUESTIONS
Remember that research (scientific inquiry) is meant to describe, explain and predict/propose. The objectives also serve as heading for your subsequent chapters, e.g. describe the environment within which procurement is implemented in the DPSA (as research objective) becomes Chapter 2 or 3:  An environmental analysis of the implementation of procurement in the DPSA.

LIST OF REFERENCES
Alphabetical list of the sources used in drafting the proposal. Include all sources consulted. Remember that if you used a source in for example the literature review in must be in the list of references. Ensure that you follow the Harvard method of referencing and be consistent. 
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