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What is PERKA?

Joint participatory project on support provided to early career researchers 
in the post-PhD phase (10 programmes) in Africa.



Ten CCNY supported programmes

 Building a New Generation of Academics in Africa (BANGA-Africa) - University of Ghana 

 Nurturing Emerging Research Leaders Through Post-Doctoral Training - Makerere University

 Developing Emerging Academic Leaders (DEAL) - University of Cape Town

 Global Change Institute Programme - University of the Witwatersrand 

 Clinical Medicine Programme - University of the Witwatersrand 

 Future Africa Research Leadership Postdoctoral Fellowship - University of Pretoria

 AESA-RISE - African Academy of Sciences

 Consortium for Advanced Research Training in Africa (CARTA)

 Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture (RUFORUM) 

 African Humanities Program (AHP)



Purpose  

Identify, analyse,  document, and share the key lessons learned from  

CCNY’s investment in post-PhD support programmes  in Africa. 

PERKA adopted a collaborative, participatory  peer-learning approach to 

document and investigate partnership models for post-PhD support in 

Africa.
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Activities
Literature review

Published and grey literature
Global North and South 

Peer-learning

Two events hosted

Online in-depth interviews

Engagement with fellows

Engagement with ARUA

Online in-depth interviews

Development of guidelines



Timeline 

Peer-learning meeting 
I

South Africa 

April 2019

Peer-learning 
meeting II

December 2019

Comparative 
literature review

2020

Interviews with 
programmes

Draft guidelines

2021

Engagement with ARUA 
Centres of Excellence

April 2022

Finalisation of 
guidelines

July 2022

Guidelines launch

December 2022



Key outcome: Contextualized guidelines
Describe a framework for designing impactful post-
PhD support programmes in Africa.

Provide guidelines for implementing impactful post-
PhD support programmes in Africa. 

Describe partnership models for funding post-PhD 
support programmes in Africa.

Provide action points and recommendations for 
enhancing post-PhD support across the continent.



It is hoped that these guidelines 
will enable future African  post-

PhD support programmes to build 
on the past and be more 

intentionally conceptualised.



Guidelines content

1. About PERKA 2. Why focus on post-PhD support?

3. Clarifying definitions and terminology 4. Typologies and models

5. The lifecycle of a programme 6. Designing post-PhD support  programmes

7. Implementing programmes 8. Creating enabling environments

9. Funding partnership models 10. Monitoring and evaluation

11. Transitioning to independence



Key principles

Enabling users of the guidelines to read 
more, investigate further and dig deeper.

Offering practical tips and advice that can be 
implemented and adopted. 

Showing a range of models and modalities

Examples and references

Practical, not prescriptive

No one-size-fits-all approach. Good practices 
that have worked for others and can be 
adapted to context.

Good practice, context-sensitive

Reflecting on key gaps in policy and practice, 
proposing possible interventions, and identifying 
opportunities for greater collaboration.

Gaps and high-level recommendations





Multiple audiences

including science granting councils, ministries 
responsible for funding science,  and other 
science-funding organisations.

who may have (or intend to establish) their 
own or externally funded  post-PhD support 
programmes.

Science funders

Higher Education Institutions

including persons, units, and teams 
responsible for implementing post-PhD  
support programmes.

Programme teams

including international aid and philanthropy 
partners interested in funding  science and 
capacity building in Africa.

Development partners



Our conversation, the first next step



Let’s talk!


