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Robin Phillips was born in Springs and attended Pro Arte School in 
Pretoria, studying piano with Hugo Schreuder and harpsichord 
with Dorien van Delen. He continued his education at the 
University of Pretoria under the tutelage of Marian Friedman 
(piano) and Prof. Wim Viljoen (harpsichord). In 1992 he formed a 
lieder duo with Canadian-South African soprano Judith Henbest, 
performing in many recitals in South Africa, the UK and Canada.  
 

He continued his studies with Peter Feuchtwanger in London 
before being invited by Kyrill Petrenko (Chief Conductor of the 
Berlin Philharmonic) to become a repetiteur at the South 
Thuringian State Theatre in Meiningen. In his first season he 
coached the complete Wagner Ring in the now legendary 
Mielitz/Petrenko staging. He went on to become Studienleiter 
(Director of Music Studies) in Meiningen, also performing over 50 
chamber music and lied recitals in his time there. 
 

Further engagements included three productions at the University 
of the Arts in Zurich, Switzerland before being appointed Deputy Director of Music at the National Theatre in 
Mannheim, one of Germany’s biggest opera houses, in 2012. In 2013 he founded a Lieder Recital Series at the 
house, and in addition was appointed founding Music Director of the International Opera Studio at Mannheim 
Opera in 2017.  
 

His particular joy has been to work with young singers, which began with annual masterclasses at the University 
of Alberta in Canada. He has coached young soloists for appearances at the Bregenz, Salzburg and Bayreuth 
Festivals as well as for appearances at the Berlin State Opera and the Operas in Dresden, Brussels, Paris and 
Buenos Aires. This, together with his repertoire of over 70 operas, led to his appointment as founding Artistic 
Director of the brand new Opernstudio NRW, a unique cooperation between four of Germany's leading opera 
houses (Essen, Dortmund, Gelsenkirchen and Wuppertal). He takes up this exciting and challenging new position 
immediately after his appearances at the University of Pretoria Music Festival. 
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