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OPINION 
 

Postgraduate studies: Driving development in Africa 
By Professor Tivani Mashamba-Thompson, Deputy Dean of Research and Postgraduate Studies,  

Faculty of Health Sciences, University of Pretoria 

 
In the quest for socioeconomic progress and sustainable growth, Africa stands at a critical juncture. 
Despite its abundant natural resources and vibrant cultures, the continent grapples with multifaceted 
challenges such as poverty, inequality, disease and environmental degradation. To address these pressing 
issues and unlock its full potential, Africa must prioritise innovation and development across various 
sectors, including healthcare, agriculture, energy, infrastructure and governance.  

In this article, we delve into the importance and value of postgraduate studies in Africa, highlighting the 
pivotal role of higher education institutions such as the University of Pretoria (UP) in nurturing the next 
generation of leaders and innovators. 

The role of postgraduate studies 

Postgraduate studies play a crucial role in driving innovation and development in Africa. By providing 
advanced education and research opportunities, postgraduate programmes empower students to deepen 
their knowledge, hone their skills and tackle complex issues facing their communities and nations. Through 
rigorous coursework, hands-on research projects and interdisciplinary collaboration, postgraduate 
students gain the expertise and insights needed to develop innovative solutions and effect positive change. 

As one of Africa's leading research-intensive higher education institutions, UP is dedicated to the success of 
its postgraduate students. With state-of-the-art facilities, world-class faculty and a vibrant academic 
community, UP provides an ideal environment for advanced learning and research across a wide range of 
disciplines. From engineering and medicine to social sciences and humanities, UP offers postgraduate 
programmes that equip students with the knowledge, skills and networks needed to make meaningful 
contributions to Africa's development. 

Supporting innovation and entrepreneurship 

In addition to academic excellence, UP is committed to fostering innovation and entrepreneurship among 
its postgraduate students. Through initiatives such as the UP Innovation Hub, Engineering 4.0, the 
Graduate Centre, Library Services and our Faculty Research Support Hub, students are provided an 
enabling environment to conduct research that matters. UP provides assistance such as mentorship, 
funding, research methods support and other resources to transform ideas into viable ventures that 
address pressing societal needs. By nurturing its students’ entrepreneurial spirit, UP contributes to the 
creation of job opportunities, economic growth and social innovation in Africa. 
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Building global networks and partnerships 

UP's strategic collaborations with international institutions through participating in initiatives such as the 
Africa-Europe Clusters of Research Excellence (CoRE) help expand opportunities for postgraduate students 
to engage in global research networks and collaborative projects. By participating in joint research 
initiatives, attending international conferences and pursuing exchange programmes, UP students gain 
exposure to diverse perspectives, best practices and cutting-edge research trends, while enhancing their 
capacity to drive innovation and contribute to global development efforts. 

Postgraduate studies play a vital role in driving innovation, fostering development, and addressing the 
complex challenges facing Africa. By investing in advanced education, research and entrepreneurship, 
Africa can harness its immense potential and chart a path towards sustainable development, prosperity 
and inclusive growth for all its people. 
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ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA 
 

The University of Pretoria (UP) is one of the largest contact and residential universities in South Africa, with 
its administration offices located on its Hatfield Campus in Pretoria. This 116-year-old institution is also 
one of the largest producers of research in South Africa. 

Spread over seven campuses, it has nine faculties and a business school, the Gordon Institute of Business 
Science (GIBS). It is the only university in the country with a Faculty of Veterinary Science, which is ranked 
the best in Africa.  

UP has 120 academic departments and 92 centres and institutes, accommodating more than 56 000 
students and offering about 1 100 study programmes. It has the most academic staff with PhDs (70%), 
NRF-rated researchers (613).  

The 2023 QS World University Rankings by Subject ranked UP first in South Africa in Accounting and 
Finance, Law, Economics and Econometrics, Mechanical Engineering, Electrical and Electronic Engineering, 
Chemical Engineering, Mathematics, and Veterinary Science. 

For more information, please go to www.up.ac.za 
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