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NEWS RELEASE
Experience the Rich Tapestry of South African Choral Music in uJehova, the new
album from UP’s TUKS Camerata
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Album artwork

PRETORIA - University of Pretoria (UP) choir TUKS Camerata has released its latest album on all streaming
platforms. Titled u/ehova, the album is a heartfelt tribute to South Africa’s democracy, and contains
commissioned and specially curated pieces.

The album comprises 13 new songs that were recorded at UP’s Musaion theatre, and is a collection of
traditional South African choral music that encapsulates the tapestry of the country’s musical landscape. Each
song can be described as a celebration of South Africa’s cultural diversity and a reminder of the strength found


http://www.tukscamerata.co.za/

in unity. uJehova was inspired by a commitment to preserving and innovating the country’s musical heritage,
and gives listeners the opportunity to commemorate a significant milestone in South Africa’s history.

“ulehova is more than an album —it is a sonic chronicle of the past, a celebration of the present and a hopeful
anthem for the future,” said Dr Michael Barrett, conductor for TUKS Camerata. “As these harmonies
reverberate, may they resonate with the spirit of a nation that continues to harmonise its diverse voices into
a symphony of progress and unity. May the melodies of uJehova inspire us to embrace the beauty of our
shared heritage and carry the torch of unity into the future.”

The album includes captivating songs like Inkosi Namandla, arranged by Dr Barrett; Eloyi by Mbuso Ndlovu
and Sydney Masetlhe; Kulelali by Sabelo Mthembu; and Hallelujah Nkateko by Mbuso Ndlovu.

TUKS Camerata celebrated its 56 anniversary in 2024 and has garnered several national and international
accolades over the years. The choir’s mission is to contribute to the cultural development of the student body,
enriching the lives of students and the wider community through choral singing; it also serves as a cultural
ambassador for UP.

TUKS Camerata is housed in the School of the Arts in UP’s Faculty of Humanities, and comprises 77 full-time
students from various academic fields, including medicine, engineering, theology, law, education, economics,
accounting, plant sciences and music.

In July 2017, the choir won the prestigious Grand Prix of Nations for Best Mixed Youth Choir in Riga, Latvia; it
also won the competition in 2014. In the same month, TUKS Camerata performed at the 11™ World Symposium
of Choral Music hosted by the International Federation of Choral Music in Barcelona, Spain.

The choir has recorded three albums: Phoenix (2014), Love and War (2016) and Indodana (2017), all of which
have been nominated for South African Music Awards. Written in the Stars is its fourth album, which was
recorded under the direction of Dr Barrett. In March 2025, TUKS Camerata will be the headline act at the
National Conference of the American Choral Directors Association in Dallas, Texas in the US.

ulehova is available for streaming on Spotify, Apple Music, Joox Music, YouTube, iTunes and Amazon Music.
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ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA
The University of Pretoria (UP) is one of the largest contact and residential universities in South Africa, with its

administration offices located on its Hatfield Campus in Pretoria. This 115-year-old institution is also one of
the largest producers of research in South Africa.
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Spread over seven campuses, it has nine faculties and a business school, the Gordon Institute of Business
Science (GIBS). It is the only university in the country with a Faculty of Veterinary Science, which is ranked the
best in Africa. UP has 120 academic departments and 92 centres and institutes, accommodating more than
56 000 students and offering about 1 100 study programmes. It has the most academic staff with PhDs (70%),
NRF-rated researchers (613).

The 2024 Times Higher Education subject rankings placed UP first in South Africa in the fields of Law,
Veterinary Science, Accounting and Finance; Agriculture and Forestry and Electrical and Electronic
Engineering. Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) ranked the University among the top five in Africa, as part of their
2024 World University Rankings (WUR). UP was the only South African university featured in the 2023 World
University Rankings for Innovation (WURI), falling within in the 101-200 range of innovative universities.

For more information, please go to www.up.ac.za
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