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NEWS RELEASE 

UP shines in 2025 Times Higher Education Subject Rankings: Six subjects ranked No. 

1 in SA 
 

 
Group of UP graduates at the 2024 Spring Graduation ceremonies. 

 
PRETORIA – The University of Pretoria (UP) improved its score in 22 out of 31 subjects when compared to 2024 
in the 2025 Times Higher Education (THE) Subject Rankings, which were released on 22 January. 
 
Overall, the number of subjects in which UP is ranked number one in South Africa increased from three in 
2024 to six in 2025. UP is ranked No. 1 in South Africa in Accounting and Finance; Architecture; Electrical and 
Electronic Engineering; Law; Sport Science; and Veterinary Science. UP’s Faculty of Law has been ranked 
(alongside UCT) as the top law school in Africa, and among the top 100 law faculties in the world, for a 
remarkable eighth consecutive year. 
 
UP is ranked No. 2 in Agriculture and Forestry; and Economics and Econometrics, No. 3 in Archaeology; Art, 
Performing Arts and Design; History, Philosophy and Theology; and Mathematics and Statistics, and No. 4 in 
Biological Sciences; Business and Management; Civil Engineering; Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering; and 
Physics and Astronomy. 

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/by-subject
https://www.up.ac.za/-accounting
https://www.up.ac.za/financial-management
https://www.up.ac.za/architecture
https://www.up.ac.za/eece
https://www.up.ac.za/eece
https://www.up.ac.za/faculty-of-veterinary-science/
https://www.up.ac.za/faculty-of-law
https://www.up.ac.za/agricultural-economics-extension-and-rural-development
https://www.up.ac.za/economics
https://www.up.ac.za/anthropology-archaeology
https://www.up.ac.za/school-of-the-arts
https://www.up.ac.za/school-of-the-arts
https://www.up.ac.za/article/2749447/up-history
https://www.up.ac.za/philosophy
https://www.up.ac.za/faculty-of-theology-and-religion
https://www.up.ac.za/mathematics-and-applied-mathematics
https://www.up.ac.za/statistics
https://www.up.ac.za/business-management
https://www.up.ac.za/civil-engineering
https://www.up.ac.za/mechanical-and-aeronautical-engineering
https://www.up.ac.za/physics
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In terms of the overall performance for the broad subject areas, UP is ranked No. 2 in Life Sciences in SA and 
No.3 in Arts and Humanities, Business and Economics and Computer Science. It is ranked No. 4 in Education, 
Engineering and Psychology. 
 
“As we welcome our students to the new academic year, it is with immense pride that I congratulate the entire 

UP community on these outstanding results across various subject areas,” said Professor Francis Petersen, 

Vice-Chancellor and Principal of UP. “This achievement is a testament to UP’s multifaceted excellence, 

demonstrating a remarkable global footprint in research productivity, international co-authorship and 

reputation. Our performance across diverse subjects – from Law and Accounting to Architecture and Electrical 

Engineering – highlights the significant impact UP continues to have on a global scale.” 

 

Behind the rankings 

There are various approaches to analysing and interpreting rankings data. It is important to evaluate each 

subject’s performance across individual metrics, as a university’s strength in a  particular subject may not 

always be fully reflected in its overall rank or score. The full methodology is available here. This perspective 

provides a summary of subject performance per metric, allowing for a focus on the metrics that align closely 

with UP’s strategic objectives. This approach highlights the University&#39;s strengths in areas that contribute 

to its overall academic and research excellence, showcasing alignment with its institutional priorities and long-

term goals:  

• Research Reputation: On this indicator, UP is ranked No. 1 in Veterinary Science and Architecture. UP is 

No. 2 in Accounting and Finance; Economics and Econometrics; Electrical and Electronic Engineering; 

Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering; and Politics and International Studies, and No. 3 in Civil 

Engineering; Computer Science; Law; Psychology; and Physics and Astronomy. 

 

• Research Productivity: On this indicator, UP is ranked No. 1 in Politics and International Studies; Sociology; 

and Veterinary Science, No. 2 in Accounting and Finance; Business and Management; Chemistry; Geology, 

Environmental, Earth and Marine Sciences; Economics and Econometrics; and Mathematics and Statistics, 

and No. 3 in Psychology; Law; and Physics and Astronomy. 

 

• International Co-Authorship: On this indicator, UP is ranked No. 1 in Accounting and Finance; Art, 

Performing Arts and Design; Economics and Econometrics; Electrical and Electronic Engineering; 

Mathematics and Statistics; Veterinary Science; and Civil Engineering, No. 2 in Agriculture and Forestry; 

Computer Science; and Sport Science, and No. 3 in Architecture; Law; and Politics and International 

Studies. “One of our key priorities at UP is to nurture talent and empower our students, staff, and 

researchers to excel in their fields,” Prof Petersen said. “These results reflect the collective  commitment 

of our community to advancing knowledge, driving innovation and making a meaningful difference in 

society. Thank you to everyone who contributed to this success. Together, we are shaping a brighter future 

for our university, our country, and the world.” 

 

--- End --- 

 

 

Media enquiries can be directed to Mr Sashlin Girraj - Public Relations & Events Manager 

Email: sashlin.girraj@up.ac.za   |  Cell: +27(0)72 447 3784 

https://www.up.ac.za/school-of-the-arts
https://www.up.ac.za/faculty-of-humanities
https://www.up.ac.za/computer-science
https://www.up.ac.za/faculty-of-education
https://www.up.ac.za/faculty-of-engineering-built-environment-it
https://www.up.ac.za/psychology
https://www.up.ac.za/article/2749303/vice-chancellor-and-principal
mailto:sashlin.girraj@up.ac.za
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ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA 
 

The University of Pretoria (UP) is one of the largest contact and residential universities in South Africa, with its 

administration offices located on its Hatfield Campus in Pretoria. This 115-year-old institution is also one of 

the largest producers of research in South Africa. 

Spread over seven campuses, it has nine faculties and a business school, the Gordon Institute of Business 

Science (GIBS). It is the only university in the country with a Faculty of Veterinary Science, which is ranked the 

best in Africa. UP has 120 academic departments and 92 centres and institutes, accommodating more than 

56 000 students and offering about 1 100 study programmes. It has the most academic staff with PhDs (70%), 

NRF-rated researchers (613).  

The 2025 Times Higher Education subject rankings placed UP first in South Africa in the fields of Accounting 

and Finance; Architecture; Electrical and Electronic Engineering; Law; Sport Science; and Veterinary Science. 

UP’s Faculty of Law has been ranked as the top law school in Africa for a remarkable eighth consecutive year. 

Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) ranked the University among the top five in Africa, as part of their 2024 World 

University Rankings (WUR). UP was the only South African university featured in the 2023 World University 

Rankings for Innovation (WURI), falling within in the 101-200 range of innovative universities. 

For more information, please go to www.up.ac.za  

 

https://www.gibs.co.za/
https://www.gibs.co.za/
https://www.up.ac.za/faculty-of-veterinary-science/
https://www.up.ac.za/-accounting
https://www.up.ac.za/financial-management
https://www.up.ac.za/architecture
https://www.up.ac.za/eece
https://www.up.ac.za/news/post_3163558-university-of-pretoria-climbs-to-323rd-position-in-2024-qs-world-university-rankings
https://www.up.ac.za/news/post_3163558-university-of-pretoria-climbs-to-323rd-position-in-2024-qs-world-university-rankings
https://www.up.ac.za/news/post_3172968-university-of-pretoria-ranked-highly-innovative-university-in-2023-world-university-rankings-for-innovation
https://www.up.ac.za/news/post_3172968-university-of-pretoria-ranked-highly-innovative-university-in-2023-world-university-rankings-for-innovation
http://www.up.ac.za/

