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MEDIA RELEASE 

Future Africa congratulates Prof Dire Tladi on historic appointment as judge of the ICJ 

Future Africa, the pan-African collaborative research platform at the University of Pretoria (UP), 
congratulates Prof Dire Tladi, UP Professor of International Law and Future Africa's Research Chair in 
Global Equity in Africa, on his appointment as a judge of the International Court of Justice (ICJ).  

Prof Tladi's election marks a historic moment as he becomes the first South African to serve as a judge of 
the International Court of Justice, widely known as the World Court. The announcement was made on 9 
November 2023 by the Presidents of the United Nations General Assembly and Security Council after 
rigorous voting rounds. 

Dr Heide Hackmann, Director of Future Africa, welcomed Prof Tladi's appointment as a milestone in the 
pursuit of global peace and justice. “We are extremely proud of Prof Tladi " she said, "and congratulate 
him on this remarkable achievement. His appointment as the first South African judge at the ICJ, will 
undoubtedly raise the important voice of Africa and contribute to shaping a safer and more equitable 
world for all. We look forward to witnessing the positive influence his expertise will have and commit our 
support to him in taking on this important international role." 

Reflecting on his election, Prof Tladi expressed a mix of emotions, saying, "I am filled with mixed 
emotions—excitement, elation, and a touch of nervousness. I’m overwhelmed with gratitude because so 
many people played a role in this journey.  The entire experience has been humbling, especially navigating 
through the challenges of an intense campaign, and juggling various responsibilities over the past few 
months. The announcement and the tense process have undoubtedly taken a toll, but I'm absolutely 
ecstatic and profoundly humbled by the experience." 

The ICJ comprises 15 judges elected by the United Nations General Assembly and the Security Council for a 
9-year term. Located at the Peace Palace in The Hague, Netherlands, the Court plays an important role in 
settling legal disputes between states and offering advisory opinions on international legal matters.  

In addition to holding the Future Africa Research Chair, Prof Tladi is also the recipient of the National 
Research Foundation South African Research Chairs Initiative of International Constitutional Law. He has 
also held several key positions within the field of international law, including serving as the Chair of the 
International Law Commission, an organ of the United Nations renowned for its contributions to the 
International Court of Justice. He has provided his invaluable expertise as the legal adviser of the South 
African mission in New York and as a Special Adviser to the South African Foreign Minister. 
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Media enquiries  
 

Lerato Mpetshwa, Communications Manager: Future Africa,  
Cell 084 503 0679, Email: lerato.mpetshwa@up.ac.za 
 

 
 

ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA 
 

The University of Pretoria (UP) is one of the largest contact and residential universities in South Africa, with its 
administration offices located on the Hatfield Campus, Pretoria. This 115-year-old institution is also the largest 
producer of research in South Africa. 

Spread over seven campuses, it has nine faculties and a business school, the Gordon Institute of Business 
Science (GIBS). It is the only University in the country with a Faculty of Veterinary Science, ranked top in Africa. 
Overall has 120 academic departments and 92 centres and institutes, accommodating more than 55 000 
students and offering about 1 100 study programmes. 

UP is one of the top five universities in South Africa, according to the 2019-2020 rankings by the Centre for 
World University Rankings. It is ranked among the top 100 universities worldwide in three fields of study 
(veterinary science, theology, and law) and the top 1% in eight fields of study (agricultural sciences, clinical 
medicine, engineering, environment/ecology, immunology, microbiology, plant and animal sciences and social 
sciences).   

In May 2020, the annual UK Financial Times Executive Education Rankings again ranked GIBS as the top South 
African and African business school. The University also has an extensive community engagement programme 
with approximately 33 000 students involved in community upliftment. Furthermore, UP is building 
considerable capacities and strengths for the Fourth Industrial Revolution by preparing students for the world 
beyond University and offering work-readiness and entrepreneurship training. 

For more information, go to www.up.ac.za 

 

About Future Africa 
 
Future Africa (FA) is the University of Pretoria’s collaborative platform for research that works across the 
sciences and with society to address Africa’s biggest and most urgent contemporary challenges. Its 
fundamental purpose is to develop and unleash the transformative potential of African sciences to inform 
and inspire a future of thriving African societies. 
 
Website: www.futureafrica.science   
Twitter: @FutureAfricaUP  
Facebook: FutureAfrica  
LinkedIn: Future Africa UP 
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