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Diamond League gold medalist.

Akani Simbine is a 2016 Rio Olympic finalist in the 100 m,
the South African record holder in the 100 m sprint and a

EBIT generation

UP TRACK CHAMPION GRADUATES FROM EBIT

Akani Simbine graduated with a Bachelor of Information Science
on 8 September 2017. The proud Tuks alumnus describes his
experience at the University of Pretoria as “amazing!”

He says that the facilities and support from UP have been great, and equipped him to
study and progress as an athlete at the same time. “Completing this degree has allowed
me to learn a lot and grow as a person. It has provided me with a pathway outside of
the sports arena, and this is something that | encourage all professional sportspeople to
consider. | have gained a qualifcation that no one can take away from me.”

Akani obtained a scholarship from UP after his frst year and was later assisted by the
South African Sports Confederation and Olympic Committee (SASCOC). Surprisingly, his
academic journey has also enabled him to improve his performance on the track. He says
that “my degree in the IT feld has taught me that, due to this feld constantly being in a
state of change and advancement, one has to be open to change, be prepared to grow
and be in the loop of these new developments in order to be on top of your game.” He
has also adopted this mindset in his athletics in order to be prepared and open to new

ways of improving his performance.”
Read more

Second-generation winner of the Advancement of Science Medal

On 14 August 2017, Shruti Lall received the
Bronze Medal of the Southern Africa Association
for the Advancement of Science (S?A%). The S2A3
Bronze Medal is awarded annually to the most
outstanding research student in a scientifc
subject graduating at master's level at each South
African university or university of technology.

The Award was presented at the ceremony by
Prof Walter Meyer, a member of S?A® and
representative of the Association. He noted that
this prize-giving was made even more auspicious
by the fact that Shruti's mother, Prof Namrita Lall,
had received the same award. Shruti completed

her master's degree in electronic engineering,
specialising in wireless network security, supervised
by Prof Sunil Maharaj, Dean of the Faculty.

In her research, Shruti investigated the optimal
placement and power allocation of protective
jammers in wireless networks, which involved the
development of security-comprising protective
jammers, optimally placed to aford wireless
networks protection against malicious devices
that seek to obtain confdential information. She

is also a recipient of a Fullbright Scholarship, and
is pursuing her PhD at the Georgia Institute of
Technology in the USA.

Shruti Lall with Prof Sunil Maharaj and
Prof Stephanie Burton, Vice-Principal:
Research and Postgraduate Education.

EBIT STUDENTS MAKE A DIFFERENCE

The University of Pretoria's commitment to community upliftment is

. . ) The students are required to create a video or a
evident in the compulsory JCP module for students in the EBIT Faculty.

visual diary of their projects. These are available on

Students are encouraged to use the skills from this course in their future

careers to assist people and organisations.

Tekkie Tots is a
special Science,
Technology,
Engineering and
Mathematics
(STEM)
programme
designed by
the Council
for Scientifc
and Industrial
Research
(CSIR). One ICP group took their skills to
Sunnyside Pre-Primary School. Over a
few weeks, the students used extremely
creative means to explain complex ideas to
the children and taught them about shapes
and structures, healthy bodies, colours and
counting, as well as mixing ingredients;
making science fun and accessible.

Innovating our tomorrow

Brooklyn SAPS also
received assistance
from JCP students
who revamped the
local police station's

victim room to make it
warmer, more inviting

and comforting for
people who have
sufered traumatic
experiences.

YouTube at the following link: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=_7sGfsuLzeQ&feature=youtu.be.

Some of the students formed groups that
used the University's Mamelodi Campus
as a central location to empower residents
of Mamelodi with basic computer literacy
skills. They said: “JCP was a great learning
experience for us. The community project
gave us an opportunity to apply our
academic knowledge and teach it to other
people. We believe that doing community
work is of the utmost importance to
young people as it increases a sense of
responsibility and Ubuntu.”
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