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STARS
TO WATCH

Expect great things from these young

South African heroes who are already making
their mark in SPOTT  comMpILEDEY RICHARD VAN RENSBURG

HE thwack of a ericket ball
being hit for a six or a soc-
cer ball thudding into the
back of the net .. . They're
electrifying moments
guaranteed to send sports
fans into orbit — and it's
even more special when
it's a talented newcomer whos making
everyone cheer while grabbing the op-
portunity to shine.

While it’s sad to see old legends bow out,
the magic of sport is that there’s always

new blood coming through the ranks to
shake things up and delight fans. Here are
afewbuddingSA stars who are getting no-
ticed in the wordd of cricket, soccer, athlet-
ics, swimming and rughy.

LUNGI NGIDI (Cricket)

Age 22

Testdebut 13 lanuary 2018, against India
One-day intemational debut 7 February
20 painst India

T20 intemational debut 20 January 2017
against 5riLanka

AKA_L!I SIMBINE {Athletics)
4

Personal best times
100m - 9,89 (18 July 2016, Hungary)
200m - 19,955 {4 March 2017, Pretaria)

He was named the "world's fastest student”
when he tock part in the 2015 World Univer-
sity Games and he's been showing his mettle
at the Gold Coast Commenwealth Games in
Australia where he won gold in the 100m in
atime of 10,03s. Last year he also had the
chance to prove himself against h

weights such as Asafa Powell, Andre De

Grasse and
" Justin Gatlin,
Akani has won  beningthem
s, all when they
SA's first-ever  [lvhenthe
100m Common- the IARF Dia-
mon [}
wealth Games  atietcs -
gold medal Eer e
I, sonal best
4 of 9,89 seconds In Hungary in gg{ﬁ. the

sprinter also trumped Powell and Kim Col-

! lins, After his extraordinary fifth place {9,94
P :.‘i seconds) finish in Rio - the first South Afri-
o can in an Olympic 100m final in 84 years -
——— his personal best time this past season
T was 9,92 seconds (in Pretoria), Last year

he also ran a personal best in the 200m

event (19,95 seconds, Pretoria).

Fast fact Last year Akani graduated with

~ abachelor's degree in information science
~ from the University of Pretoria.
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ik = TATJANA SCHOENMAKER (Swimming)
Age 20
Height1,78m
Weight 63kg

Not since the great F"i:nrr;.l Hnyns has rhen:

1))
ommaonwealth
[la. The Tuks

"1999100m breast-

medal win
another A
her a100m a

02, claiming
inthe process.
r at the world

PHAKAMANI MAHLAMBI (Soccer)
Age 20

Height 1,72m

Fné'ggmh

Debut November 2017, E| Ahly, Egypt

This young dynamo was snapped up |ast year
by Egvptlm club Al Ahly and proved himself by
scoring two goals in his first match. His powerhouse
performances for Bidvest Wits eamed him the 2017
Absa Premiership young player of the season t
award.

Fast fact To date he's played only two
games for Bafana Bafana.

AIDEN MARKRAM (Cricket)
Age 23 Agel8
Test debut 28 September
2017, against Bangladesh
One-day international debut
22 October 2017 against
Bangladesh

1,72m tall he slid over
Two centuries, two
half-centuries and a
best batting score of
143 = all inthe
space of his first
five Test match-
s, [n the most
recent Test
against Aus-
tralia at the
Wanderers
Stadium
Aiden
scored
152 runs
and be-
came the
first South Afri-
can toreach the 1000-
run mark within 10 Tests,
With a Test batting av-
erage of 55,55 he's right
up there with the fikes
of AB de Villiers.
Fast fact He got his first
cricket set at age two.

|ast month,
Fast fact At school he

UREYTU'H POOLE (Athletics)
Personal best achievement 2, 24m

For years Breyton was told he was too short
to compete in high jump. But he silenced his
critics emphatically last July when at only

sensational height of 2,24m at the IAAF
under-18 world championship.

Bennie Schlechder, his coach, believes
what he lacks in height he more than makes
up for in speed and technique. Breyton's best
jump this season so far is 2,2m - in Pretoria

national level as a scrum half.

LUTHER SINGH {Soccer)
20

hge

Height1,71m

Foot Right

Debut August 2017, Sporting Braga,
Ledman Liga Pro

The talented centre forward was
awarded the golden boot award at
both the U20 African Cup of Na-
tions in 2017 and the U20 Cosafa
Championships in 2016. He

made his senior debut last year
when he joined Portuguese club
Sporting Braga and soon became
his side’s top scorer, netting e

goals in 23 games. Even though Luther,
from Soweta, has only made one appearance fur
Bafana - against Angola last year - big things are
expected of him.
Fast fact Singh is a graduate of the SA-bas
Africa Football Academy which he joined w

CLARENCE MUNYAI(Athltics)

Age

Personal best time 200m -19,69s,
16 March 2018, Pretoria

“Inever thought I'd be running this fastat

my age." the lohannesburg sprinter said after
he smashed Wayde van Niekerk's 200m SA
record last month with a time of 19,69 sec-
ands. Wayde's old record i5 19,84 seconds.
Clarence's career highlights include winning
LY gold in last year's Africa U20 Championships
in Algeria with a time of 20,22 seconds.

{,MFast fact He has an identical twin, Terrence.

THE
MAK

JEAN-LUC DU PREEZ (Rughy)
The Sharks loose forward made
abig impact as a Springbok in
2017.Fans are keen to see him
inthe Bok starting 15 more of-
ten = and with his twin brother,
Dan, who got his first chance to
lastyear on SA's European
tour while Jean-Luc{22) was side-
lined recovering from an injury. Their elder
brother, Robert (24), is also in the Bok sights,
The former Province star now plays as a fly
half for the Sharks.

the cross bar witha

played rughy at

KIRSTEN MCCANN (Row-
ing) The 29-year-old won
the single sculls event at the
world rowing championships
in America in October, be-
coming the first SA female
world champion in rowing.

BIANCA ZOONEKYND (Gymnas-
tics) The tumbling and trampo-
line star won gold at the world
trampoline champlonships in
Bulgaria last year. She's

26 and hails from Port
Elizabeth.

SOURCES: S5PORT24.C0r, ENCA.COM,
WISDEM.COM, YEN.00.Z0, RUNRIDEDIVE.COM

This article is copyright protected and licensed under agreement with DALRO. Redistribution, modification, re-sale of this is not
allowed without prior written consent of the original author of the works.



