
Aim of the Centre for the Advancement of Scholarship 

The Centre for the Advancement of Scholarship was established in 2013, and is located at the 

University of Pretoria. The main purpose of the Centre is to provide a locus for undertaking and 

debating new ideas in an environment that facilitates interaction between senior scholars, eminent 

visiting scholars, postgraduate students and postdoctoral fellows.  

The Centre brings together and provides the required intellectual home to conduct scholarly debates 

across disciplines. The work of fellows is conducted in a setting where it can be used to address 

important social issues within a multidisciplinary perspective.  

 

Our Blog  

In keeping with the Centre’s aim of fostering scholar debate on a range of inter- and multi-

disciplinary topics, the CAS Blog will be used to highlight and engage necessary and relevant topics 

linked to the Centre’s key projects and research themes. This includes (but is not limited to) the 

environmental humanities, social insects, urbanities and their hinterlands, the human economy, 

chemistry and computational science.  

The Centre will accept submissions to the blog that fall within the following categories:  

 Research, which is a report on the results of study conducted by the author on a related 

topic; 

 Informational, which is a report on current or past developments in certain field or discipline 

or on a certain topic (this can include literature reviews);  

 Commentary or Opinions,  which is a piece advancing a personal viewpoint on a relevant 

topic or issue; 

 Interviews, conducted by the author with an individual who is prominent in a certain field or 

an expert on a certain topic;  

 Event summaries, which is a report on a workshop, conference, colloquium or seminar on a 

relevant topic or issue;  

 Presentations (multimedia also accepted in the category), which is a keynote address or 

presentation given by the author on a relevant topic or issue (event where presentation was 

given must be provided with submission).  

 

The Centre is looking for submissions that are high-level academic engagements of topics, but that 

are accessible and understandable by non-academics.  

 

Submissions 

Submissions can be made to Kirsty Nepomuceno (Kirsty.agnew@up.ac.za) and Dr Tafadzwa 

Mushonga (Tafadzwa.mushonga@up.ac.za) in the form of an abstract/first paragraph. Once the 

proposal is accepted, a full submission should be provided within in 30 days. Thereafter, a short of 

process of review (largely for grammar and style errors) will follow before publication on the CAS 

website.  

Submissions must be the original work of the contributor.  
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Style 

Submissions are expected to be written in English, unless a motivation is supplied for an alternative 

language and a translation is provided. The language should be clear, concise and formal with 

limited use of technical and academic jargon. Short sentences and short paragraphs are encouraged. 

The intention of the blog is to be accessible to both academics and non-academics. The use of 

personal pronouns is permitted.  

The submission must have an introduction, body and conclusion, and should be submitted with a 

title.  

Submissions should be between 800 to 1000 words maximum, excluding the references and title. 

Multimedia submissions should be limited to 10 minutes videos and/or 15 PowerPoint slides.  

The final submission should include a reference list that is formatted to the Chicago author date 

style for both in-text referencing and the bibliography/reference list.  

When submitting pictures or images, they should be submitted as a separate file, and should include 

source information if necessary.  

 

About the Author 

Along with the blog submission, the author should include a short biography paragraph of no longer 

than 100 words. We welcome the author to include social media links, if desired.  

 

Republishing 

Should the submission be a republication of an existing work, the author will need to provide the link 

to the original publication, and we will include an acknowledgement to the original publisher. 

Submissions will be accepted with the assumption that permission has been obtained by the author 

for the republication of the work.  

 


