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Faculties, departments, and centres at the University have 
adapted to hybrid formats, and in the wake of relaxed 
pandemic regulations, the University has been able to return 
to some contact modes of working. Many of the innovations 
developed during the pandemic continue to be useful, as we 
move towards a future characterised by new ways of working 
and connecting through digital technologies. The University 
has successfully switched many of its functions to digital 
platforms, and although we are witnessing a return to in-
person events, teaching and meetings, these platforms have 
continued to prove valuable and necessary in an increasingly 
interconnected and digitised world. 

The Centre for the Advancement of Scholarship (CAS) has 
been part of this new culture of innovation in the way in 
which research is undertaken and disseminated and has 
been part of a university-wide focus on reimagining society 
and systems in a post-Covid-19 world. At the Centre, research 
activities and progress of postgraduate students increased 
as the world gradually opened. Notably, in October 2021 the 
Centre successfully hosted a ten-day hybrid Summer Institute 
under its African Urbanities project, funded by Mellon, with a 
majority of in-person participants. This was possible through 

the University’s infrastructure and the Centre’s upgrading of 
its online capacities. This has enabled an increase in seminars 
at the Centre and has increased the reach of the Centre 
beyond the physical boundaries of the University campus. 

During this year, the Centre underwent an external review, 
which was hosted virtually. The review commended the 
Centre for being a forerunner in promoting interdisciplinary 
and transdisciplinary research practices. The review 
highlighted the Centre’s success in producing high-quality 
outputs and attracting external funding from national and 
international sources. The Centre has been an integral part of 
the University’s research complex, and it continues to make 
invaluable contributions to unravelling important social, 
economic, and political problems while producing relevant 
and impactful research. 

The University has faced many challenges in the past two 
years, and I commend the Centre for its adaptability in a 
volatile environment. The CAS has continued to produce 
excellent and innovative research publications and 
stimulating seminars, thus proving its vibrancy, for which I 
congratulate the Director and his staff. 

MESSAGE FROM 

THE VICE CHANCELLOR AND 
ADVISORY BOARD CHAIR

Since the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020, the university has settled into the “new unusual”, 
with 2021 being characterised by continued change but also the establishment of new and 
innovative systems. Where 2020 was a year of adaption, 2021 was a year of rebuilding. While the 
country was combatting numerous waves, we focused on building capacity to continue in the face 
of instability and uncertainty, and in the process, we have developed new ways in which we can 
reach students and our communities. 

Prof Tawana Kupe
Chair of the Advisory Board of the CAS and

The Vice-Chancellor and Principal, University of Pretoria
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MESSAGE FROM 

THE DIRECTOR

The year 2021 was an important milestone in 
the history of the Centre for the Advancement 
of Scholarship (CAS) in the sense that its work 
underwent an important external review since 
its inception. Subjecting our research culture 
and work to the scrutiny of a leading team of 
local and international reviewers, afforded the 
Centre a rare opportunity to assess the strides 
we have made this far, and the Centre did not 
disappoint. It was singularly commended for 
championing transdisciplinary and socially 
engaged cutting-edge research.

The review affirmed the intellectual and strategic value of the 
Centre and praised it for attracting a pool of highly regarded 
senior research Fellows, while equally encouraging us to 

strive for diversity at multiple levels. We are excited that the 
Centre’s local and international intellectual footprints are 
gaining traction. The review panel was particularly impressed 
with the broad canvas of projects hosted at the Centre, and 
how they focus on training early-career scholars, especially at 
a postdoctoral level. 

The external reviewers’ excellent record was sustained in 
2021, despite the setbacks from the pandemic. It was marked 
by an increase in our postdoctoral numbers and in the 
numbers of postgraduate students we support through our 
external funding. Simultaneously, we continued to attract 
external funding and extend our collaborative research 
activities across the continent and beyond. Our researchers 
continued to publish in top-tier journals and leading 
academic publications, and present keynote addresses in 
international academic forums as is expected of senior 
scholars. Indeed, Prof Charles van Onselen, a senior research 
Fellow at the Centre was awarded the prestigious Academy of 
Science of South Africa (ASSAf), Humanities book prize for his 
recently published book, The Night Trains. And despite the 
pandemic, the Centre managed to present two major events: 
an international conference on the Bulhoek Massacre of 
1921, to mark its 100th anniversary, and another international 
Summer Institute by the African Urbanities project, in 
October.

Finally, the Centre appointed two important staff members in 
its staff complement to improve staff diversity. Prof Nolwazi 
Mkhwanazi, a mid-career scholar of Medical Anthropology, 
who has also taken over as the Deputy Director after the 
resignation of Prof Tinyiko Maluleke, is a welcome addition 
as we strive to improve gender diversity at the Centre. We 
also recruited Prof Adekeye Adetola Adebayo, towards the 
end of 2021, who is a good addition to our age diversity. 
Both scholars come with immense academic credentials, and 
we look forward to their contribution to the growth of the 
CAS, especially in the training of early-career scholars and 
fundraising for research. 

I wish to thank the Vice-Chancellor and Chair of our Advisory 
Board for his unwavering support, especially in ensuring 
that our staff complement achieves diversity – keeping his 
promise to the board. To our Executive Committee and the 
outgoing Board members, as we look forward to welcoming a 
new group of the board, our sincere thanks for your support 
over the last year or more.

James Ogude
CAS Director
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ADVISORY BOARD

Prof Tawana Kupe
Chair of the Advisory Board 
and Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of Pretoria

Prof Akosua Adomako 
Ampofo
University of Ghana

Prof Robin Crewe 
CAS Research Fellow, 
University of Pretoria

Prof Hendrik Geyer
STIAS Coordinator: 
Special Projects

Prof Theo Goldberg
Director of UCHRI, 
University of California

Prof Tinyiko Maluleke
CAS Deputy Director, 
University of Pretoria

Dr Tafadzwa Mushonga
CAS Postdoctoral Fellow, 
University of Pretoria

Prof Njabulo Ndebele
Chancellor, University of 
Johannesburg

Prof James Ogude
CAS Director
University of Pretoria

Prof Anton Stroh
Acting Vice-Principal 
responsible for Research 
and Postgraduate Education, 
University of Pretoria

6     Centre for the Advancement of Scholarship  |  2021 Annual Report



Having a Centre for the Advancement of Scholarship can 
contribute to the development of outstanding research 
activities that cross the boundaries of disciplines.
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Prof James Ogude
CAS Director
University of Pretoria

Prof Anton Stroh
Acting Vice-Principal 
responsible for Research 
and Postgraduate Education, 
University of Pretoria

Prof Barend Erasmus
Dean of the Faculty of 
Natural and Agricultural 
Sciences, University of 
Pretoria

Prof Tinyiko Maluleke
CAS Deputy Director, 
University of Pretoria

The Centre brings together and provides the required 
intellectual home for senior scholars, postdoctoral 
fellows and postgraduate students to conduct scholarly 
debates across disciplines.
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STAFF

RESEARCH FELLOWS

Prof Robin Crewe Prof Chabani Manganyi Prof Nolwazi MkhwanaziProf Tinyiko Maluleke

Prof Sue Nicolson Prof John Sharp Prof Lindiwe SibandaProf Niko Sauer
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Prof Frans Swanepoel Prof Charles Van OnselenProf Peter Vale

VISITING RESEARCH 
FELLOWS

Prof Teboho Moja 

Providing an environment outside of the domains of 
faculties, in which there can be an exchange of ideas 
across disciplinary boundaries and across generations 
of scholars.

RESEARCH FELLOWS (CONTINUED)
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RESEARCH ASSOCIATES

Dr Femi Eromosele Dr Melody Mentz-Coetzee Dr Elizabeth MkandawireDr Siphiwo Mahala

Dr Jannie Pretorius

CAS provides a locus for undertaking and 
debating new ideas in an environment 
that faciltates interaction between 
senior scholars, eminent visiting 
scholars, postgraduate students and 
postdoctoral fellows.
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POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWS

Dr Agnetta Adiedo 
Nyabundi

Dr Elijah Doro Dr Nadia FoucheDr Pyemo Afego1

Dr Farai Kapfudzaruwa Dr Samuel OkunadeDr Tafadzwa Mushonga

Dr Sylvia Seldon Dr Clayton Vhumbunu

1 Dr Afego left the Centre in March 2021. 

12     Centre for the Advancement of Scholarship  |  2021 Annual Report



SUPPORT STAFF

Ms Cecilia Bailie2 Ms Cecelia SamsonMs Kirsty Nepomuceno

Ms Ayanda Sihlahla Ms Esley van der BergMr Jonathan Tager

2 Sadly, Ms. Bailie passed away in July 2021. 
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Continuing from 2020, the Centre has continued working 
on the transnational project titled “Climate Change and 
Problems of Scale” in collaboration with the University of 
Texas Humanities Institute. The focus of this project is to 
explore climate change as a social, historical, and cultural force 
that transforms all lives but in an uneven and often unequal 
fashion. The Centre worked with its collaborators to plan for a 
multiday, intra-institutional Global Humanities Institute to be 
held at the University of Pretoria in August 2022. 

Stemming from its involvement in the “Climate Change and 
Problems of Scale”, the Centre also contributed to a proposal 
for another transnational project on “Climate Imaginaries”. 
This project was led by the Sydney Environment Institute 
(SEI), University of Sydney, and included the Centre for 
Humanities, National Sun Yat-Sen University (NSYSU), and the 
Climate Imaginations Network at Columbia University, 

This project sought to bring together an interdisciplinary 
team from across the globe to explore the different and 
intersecting imaginaries that are shaping the actions of 
our already diverse communities and how they could act 
concerning climate-changed futures. In a contribution led 
by postdoctoral Fellow, Dr Elijah Doro, the Centre pursued 
an inquiry into “Vernacular Imaginaries and Narratives 
from Below”, which hopes to explore the conscription and 
deployment of vernacular imaginaries and narratives created 
from below in the context of climate change. The aim is to 
understand how people on the peripheries make sense of 
the global climate crisis. While the initial proposal submission 

was not successful, the group is committed to resubmitting 
the proposal in 2022 and will continue to collaborate and 
look for funding to take this research forward. 

Drawing on local stories and indigenous knowledge systems that 
are most often neglected within modernist climate narratives, 
we seek to examine how these ‘other’ modes of meaning-making, 
can be harnessed to offer a better understanding of African 
ecologies and policy on climate change in Africa.

Finally, in September 2021, the Centre successfully applied to 
establish a Regional Hub of the UNESCO BRIDGES (Building 
Resilience in Defence of Global Environments and Societies), 
focusing on International Sustainability Science Coalition. The 
BRIDGES International Sustainability Science Coalition looks 
to implement practices that foster potentially transformative 
collaborations across the academic domains in the 
humanities, the arts, the social sciences, and the natural 
sciences. The coalition aims to harness the capabilities of 
higher education and research institutions to stimulate and 
guide vital transdisciplinary efforts to meet the challenges 
and the goals of the United Nation’s 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development.

In August 2022 the Centre will formally launch the Global Hub 
at the University of Pretoria as it moves towards joining the 
BRIDGES Secretariat based at the Arizona State University. 
In addition to participating in these three projects, this 
programme hosted two seminars as part of the Engaging the 
Environmental Publics Seminar Series. 

Prof James Ogude

AFRICAN OBSERVATORY FOR HUMANITIES FOR 
THE ENVIRONMENT

The African Observatory for Humanities for the Environment continued 
its work at the Centre by participating in three different international 
programmes. 



15     Centre for the Advancement of Scholarship  |  2021 Annual Report

Dr Tafadzwa Mushonga
Dr Tafadzwa Mushonga was promoted to a senior postdoctoral Fellow within the Centre, and was 
funded by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. Within this new position, Dr Mushonga continued to 
participate in the African Observatories activities and coordinated the Engaging the Environmental 
Publics Seminar Series. 

Dr Mushonga arranged and hosted two seminars in the Seminar Series. On 31 May, she was a 
moderator for the seminar “Climate Justice and Problems of Scale”, which hosted Dr Suresh Babu 
from the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) and Ms Tracy Sonny from the Botswana 
Climate Change Network. On 31 August, Dr Cyril Obi from the Social Science Research Council in New 
York spoke at the Centre in a seminar titled “Violent Capitalocenes and the Question of Development in 
Africa”. Both seminars were presented virtually. 

Other research and dissemination activities included an interview on Late Night Live with Phillip 
Adams on ABC Radio where she discussed the militarisation of conservation and the adverse effects 
on the rangers and the communities in Zimbabwe, and a presentation in August titled “The politics of 
exclusion and violence in protected forests” at the STREAMS-Transformative Environmental Humanities 
Conference in Stockholm, Sweden.

Dr Mushonga also worked on four publications and submitted two book chapters. A chapter titled 
“Land reform and breaking the cycle of conservation violence” was submitted for an edited volume 
titled The land and agrarian questions in Africa in the era of neoliberal capitalism: Experiences from Southern 
Africa, and a chapter titled “State, NGO and extractivism in the conservation industry” was submitted 
to the edited volume titled Contested Ecologies. In July, Dr Mushonga submitted a journal article on 
“Sand extraction and the nature of Zimbabwe’s sand frontier” for The Journal of Extractive Industries and 
Societies. At the end of the year, she submitted a final version of the manuscript Poetics and Politics of 
Environmental Exploitation in Africa, which she and Prof Ogude edited, to Routledge for approval. 

Prof James Ogude
Prof James Ogude was invited to present keynote addresses at three major events. In June, he 
delivered a keynote address on “Ubuntu and the Principle of Co-Agency in African Ecologies” at the 
Annual Conference of the Society for Intercultural Philosophy, which focused on the theme of “The 
Political Dimensions of Nature: An Intercultural Critique”. In August, he attended two events where he 
first presented a paper titled “Ubuntu and the Principal of Co-Agency: Reflections on Post humanist 
Ecologies in Africa” at the STREAMS – Transformative Environmental Humanities conference in Sweden, 
and secondly a paper titled “Urban Environments and Ecological Footprints in African Coastal Cities” at 
the International Convention of Asia Scholars (ICAS) in Kyoto, Japan. At the STREAMS conference, Prof 
Ogude also facilitated a session on Race and the Environment. 

Prof Ogude was appointed as a member of the editorial board of the Journal of Ecohumanism in 2021. 
He also appeared in several forums .
 
Towards the end of the year, Prof Ogude and Dr Tafadzwa Mushonga completed their work on the 
manuscript Poetics and Politics of Environmental Exploitation in Africa, which is currently at Routledge 
Publishers. 

Prof Ogude continued as the principal investigator of the African Observatory for Humanities for the 
Environment and the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation-funded project on Entanglement, Mobility and 
Improvisation: Culture and the Arts in Contemporary African Urbanism and its Hinterlands. 
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At the end of 2020, the Centre successfully applied for a 
no-cost extension on the remaining Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation grant awarded in 2015 for the programme. 

Since 2019, the team working on the “Digital Finance in 
Africa” project in the programme has produced research 
findings that will extend the conversation with Fintech at 
the next Human Economy conference. The programme 
plans to hold an international conference in October 2022, 
hosting Fintech innovators and academics studying the 
implications and repercussions of their innovations for 
people at the grassroots level in Africa. This is a continuation 
of a conversation that commenced late in 2018 when the 
Human Economy programme hosted its first conference of 
this nature. 

The planned conference will result in an edited collection 
which continues the critical but constructive conversation 
between academics and people in the Fintech industry, 
particularly in Africa. 

The programme has also continued collaboration with Prof 
Sibel Kusimba, a programme guest since early 2020, while 
Prof John Sharp and Prof Kusimba have collaborated on 
two papers and will present one of them at a virtual Digital 
Finance colloquium to be hosted by the Institute for Money, 
Technology and Financial Inclusion at the University of 
California, Irvine early next year. These papers will also be 
prepared for publication in 2022. 

Prof John Sharp

HUMAN ECONOMY PROGRAMME

In the last annum, the Human Economy Programme again received funding 
from the Oppenheimer Memorial Trust, which has been funding the project 
since 2019. 

Postdoctoral Fellows
In mid-2021, Dr Sylvia Seldon joined the Human Economy 
Programme as a postdoctoral Fellow on an 18-month 
award from Australia and focuses on researching changing 
livelihoods in Pretoria. She completed her doctoral thesis on 
Orania. Dr Seldon’s research will contribute to ongoing work 
by Prof Sharp and a team of colleagues from the Universities 
of Pretoria and Cambridge on the changing livelihoods and 
lives of Afrikaners in the capital city over the past forty years 
or so. A result of this project was a journal article by Prof 
Sharp and Dr Jimmy Pieterse (Department of Anthropology 
and Archaeology, UP) published in 2021. 

Three postdoctoral Fellows were recruited early in 2021, 
with only two taking up their Fellowships. In October, Dr 
Clayton Vhumbunu joined the programme with a research 
topic titled “Exploring the transformational impacts of digital 
finance service in the rural area: The case of mobile money 
transfer services in Zimbabwe”. Dr Castro Gichuki postponed 
the start of his fellowship to January 2022, with the focus on 
“Assessing the role of digital community inclusion currencies 
as interventional measures of adverse economic effects of 
COVID-19 pandemic in the informal settlements in Kenya”. 
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Doctoral Students
At the onset of 2021, three doctoral students who had 
taken up their studies in the second part of 2019 continued 
their third year at the University. All three continued their 
fieldwork, travelling in early 2021 and preparing for the 
submission of their theses in 2022. Notably, one of them 
has produced a very good study in Kenya comparing the 
differences between new digital lending by mobile network 
operators in partnership with commercial banks, and the 
older form of lending by co-operatives. Two students 
working on the political economy of food and food security 
completed their field research in mid-2021 and are now 
completing their theses. 

In mid-2021, new doctoral students from Zimbabwe, Kenya 
and South Africa joined the Human Economy Programme, 
increasing the programme’s critical mass. In August, the 
project welcomed Reitumetse Lehema, who is undertaking 
focused research on contrasts in rural societies’ explanation 
and conventional understanding of climate change. The 
programme approved the funding of Edson Chiwenga, 
who would take up his scholarship in 2022. Mr Chiwenga’s 
research is focused on experiences, vulnerabilities, and 
opportunities for rural dwellers in the digital finance era in 
Zimbabwe. 

Edson Chiwenga Zakes Hlatshwayo Reitumetse LehemaStephen Hahlani

Eric Magale

The Human Economy Research 
Programme undertakes interdisciplinary 
academic research intended to 
contribute to the worldwide movement 
for greater economic democracy.
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The Centre hosted three inter-institutional events. In June 
and September, two virtual reading groups were convened, 
each focusing on the theory of urbanities and genre in 
the study of urbanities. These reading groups drew on the 
literature that was compiled in 2019 and expanded in 2020. 
It brought together our collaborators from the Universities of 
Ghana, Makerere and Cape Town.

The main 2021-event was hosting a ten-day Summer Institute 
from 13 to 22 October at the Centre. The event included 
both virtual and in-person attendance from our partners 
and showcased the Centre’s upgraded video conferencing 
facilities. At the Old College House, 18 participants attended 
in-person, and nine participants, most of whom were in the 
United States, joined via Zoom. The programme included 
14 papers presented by the early career scholars, four 
sessions dedicated to theory, methodology and genre and 
a discussion on the hinterlands, two sessions dedicated 
to professionalisation, and six to the city that is central 
to the project. Prof Akin Adesokan of Indiana University, 
Bloomington delivered the keynote address on the second 
day of the programme. It is anticipated that some of this 
event’s papers will be developed and published in a special 
journal edition in 2022. Most of the sessions were recorded 
and archived as part of the project outcomes.

On 20 and 21 October, the project hosted a production 
of the play “Bloke and His American Bantu”. This play was 
written by project and Centre associate Dr Siphiwo Mahala 
and is a revival of the story of two artistic friends, Bloke 
Modisane and Langston Hughes, writers, and activists from 
Sophiatown, South Africa and Harlem, USA respectively. The 
dramatic piece is about the trafficking of ideas between the 
North and the South in the making of African urbanities, and 
a rendering of a nascent emergence of cosmopolitan culture 
in Johannesburg. 

Doctoral student Tinashe Mutero continued his second-
year studies in the Department of Music in the Faculty 
of Humanities, working on his thesis titled “Negotiating 
urbanities: An ethnography of Zimbabwean immigrants’ 
music-informed placemaking and musicking in 
Johannesburg”. Postdoctoral Fellow, Dr Agnetta Nyabundi 
was appointed to the project in January 2021, and focused 
on her research topic titled “The Place of Cultural beliefs 
in the Imagination and Framing of Health and Illness 
Experiences among In-migrants in Nairobi, Kenya”. In 
addition to participating in the project’s three events, 
Dr Nyabundi presented her work at an internal CAS seminar 
and in November she presented a paper titled “An Analysis 
of the Kinship Networks as Safety nets in the wake of 
Covid-19 within the Kenyan Context” at the ARUA Third 
Biennial Conference. It was hosted at Future Africa, and 
focused on the theme “Global Public Health Challenges: 
Facing them in Africa”. 

Research associate Dr Femi Eromosele, whose fellowship 
was suspended at the end of 2020, remained involved in the 
project, participating in the reading groups, and attending the 
Summer Institute in October. In 2021, he published a book 
chapter titled “Madness, Decolonization and Mental Health 
Activism in Africa” in The Routledge International Handbook of 
Mad Studies, which was a continuation of the work he had 
undertaken in his doctoral studies.

The project will maintain its momentum in 2022, planning a 
second Summer Institute in Kampala, Uganda and continuing 
with the reading group meetings.  

URBANITIES PROJECT

The Andrew W. Mellon-funded project on Entanglement, Mobility, and 
Improvisation: Culture and Arts in Contemporary African Urbanism and its 
Hinterlands, made extensive progress in 2021 in the face of increased contact 
and relaxing travel restrictions. 

Prof James Ogude
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SOCIAL INSECTS RESEARCH GROUP

The Social Insects Research Group (SIRG), also known as the Bee group, is a research group in the 
Department of Zoology and Entomology, University of Pretoria, with members based at the CAS. 
This group studies fundamental and applied aspects of sociality in ants, bees, termites, and wasps 
with a particular focus on honeybees. They are teaching and building capacity for bee research on 
the continent and beyond.

Prof Robin 
Crewe

Prof Sue 
Nicolson

The CAS hosts two researchers from this group, i.e., 
Prof Robin Crewe and Prof Sue Nicolson. 

Prof Crewe and members of the research group continued 
with their research on pheromone biology in honey bees. 
After their graduation in April 2020, Prof Crewe’s former 
doctoral student Dr F Mumoki took up a postdoctoral 
fellowship under Prof Crewe’s supervision, and the two 
worked on several publications in 2021. 

Prof Crewe continued to serve as the Chair of the Board 
of INSiAVA (Pty) Ltd; is a scientific advisor for MARTI TB 
Diagnostics (Pty) Ltd; a board member of SERA (Pty) Ltd; 
and SERA Fund Managers (Pty) Ltd. He continued as a 
board member for the South African Council for the Natural 
Scientific Professions (SACNASP), and a member of their 

executive committee. He was the chair of the Strategic 
Projects Committee of SACNASP and a trustee of the Skye 
Foundation. Internationally, Prof Crewe was a member of a 
working group in honey fraud for APIMONDIA International 
Federation of Beekeepers’ Associations, and the chair of 
the Human Rights Working Group, African Academy of 
Science. He became a member of the scoping group for the 
Global Young Academy (GYA)-InterAcademy Partnership 
(IAP)-International Science Council (ISC) Research Evaluation 
Initiative. 

Prof Nicolson and her collaborators published two 
journal articles in 2021. She continued her research into 
physiological aspects of pollination biology and supervised 
a postdoctoral Fellow, and postgraduate students in the 
Department of Zoology and Entomology. 
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AFRICA GLOBAL UNIVERSITY PROJECT (AGUP)
After enduring the 2020-pandemic, CAS, its scholars, and research grants illustrated our resilience 
in 2021. The AGUP project enabled the collaborative efforts between UP and national stakeholders 
such as the Agricultural Research Council, the National Research Foundation (NRF), the South 
Africa Environmental Observation Network, and the ARUA Centre of Excellence African Climate 
and Development Initiative, to conceptualise discussions around establishing a national facility for 
climate change, hosted by the NRF.

Prof Frans Swanepoel is the principal investigator for the UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) Global Challenges Research 
Fund (GCRF) – African Research Universities Alliance (ARUA) Research Excellence collaborative project between the University 
of Pretoria, Leeds University and FANRPAN – entitled Food Systems Research Network for Africa (FSNet-Africa). He is also the 
Director of International Strategic Partnerships responsible for the comprehensive internationalisation of the university in the 
form of the African-Global University Partnerships Project (AGUP).

AFRICAN RESEARCH UNIVERSITIES ALLIANCE (ARUA)-
SFS: FSNET-AFRICA, CABFOODS-AFRICA, CCNY (PERKA, 
SCGI), AFRICA GLOBAL UNIVERSITY PROJECT

Prof Frans Swanepoel Prof Lindiwe Sibanda Prof Teboho Moja Dr Melody Mentz-
Coetzee

Dr Farai 
Kapfudzaruwa

This is in line with the National Development Plan 2030 
(NDP)’s recommendation. The UP’s Centre for Environmental 
Studies and the Future Africa Institute would provide 
relevant expertise and add value to discussions with multiple 
stakeholder groups towards establishing such a national 
facility.

Locally, the AGUP project hosted the secretariat for the 
Gauteng Research Triangle (GRT), a research collaboration 
agreement between the Universities of Johannesburg, 
Pretoria, and the Witwatersrand. Prof Swanepoel chaired the 
Steering Committee, and his research assistant, Mr Jonathan 
Tager, performed the secretarial duties. The GRT successfully 
won a SA Medical Research Council’s South African Population 
Infrastructure Network (SAPRIN) bid for a project entitled 
the GRT-Initiative for the Study of Population, Infrastructure, 
Regional Economic Development (GRT-INSPIRED). The GRT 
moved forward with several Tier 2 working groups on mining 
and minerals engineering, museums, libraries, and special 
collections (GRT-MLSC), as well as astrophysics (astroGRT). 

The AGUP strategy led conversations on new continental 
partnerships with entities such as Partnerships for Applied 
Science, Engineering and Technology (PASET) and Makerere 
University. AGUP also facilitated new MOU’s with international 
partners such as Ghent University in Belgium, and several 
US institutions such as Michigan State University, New York 
University, and Cornell University. AGUP continued designing 
its implementation plan which it successfully submitted to 
the Executive. The University also became a member of the 
prestigious Worldwide Universities Network, consisting of 25 
universities from six continents.

The importance and momentum of the AGUP strategy 
were formalised by the UP Executive’s approval of Terms of 
Reference for a Senate Committee for Internationalisation 
and Global Engagement. The Committee will commence its 
activities in 2022, as stipulated in the approved Terms of 
Reference.
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THE PEER-LEARNING FOR EMERGING RESEARCHERS’ 
KNOWLEDGE AND ADVANCEMENT (PERKA) 

The Peer-Learning for emerging researchers’ knowledge and advancement (PERKA) programme is a 
two-year initiative funded by the Carnegie Corporation of New York (CCNY) and is implemented by 
the NRF of South Africa, in collaboration with CAS at the University of Pretoria.

PERKA’s objective is to identify, analyse, document, and share 
the key lessons learned from the Corporation’s investment 
in postdoctoral fellowships in Africa through a collaborative, 
participatory peer-learning approach, and to document and 
investigate partnership models for postdoctoral fellowships 
in Africa. PERKA also provides opportunities for institutions, 
organisations, and programmes that fund postdoctoral 
fellowships to share experiences, build networks, and learn 
about good practice models from peers across the continent. 

Following the conclusion of the extensive global literature 
review on postdoctoral fellowships, and a survey on the 

experiences of postdoctoral fellows in CCNY programmes, 
PERKA found its intended events delayed by the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Dr Melody Mentz-Coetzee is the research Fellow at 
CAS working on PERKA, and Dr Nadia Fouche was the 
Postdoctoral Fellow in the initiative before joining the 
FSNet-Africa project.

PERKA’s project close-out meeting will take place in 2022 
and will meet with the incoming Programme Coordinator 
at CCNY, Ms Claudia Fritelli.

PERKA also provides opportunities for institutions, 
organisations, and programmes that fund 
postdoctoral fellowships to share experiences, build 
networks, and learn about good practice models from 
peers across the continent.
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ARUA CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE IN SUSTAINABLE FOOD 
SYSTEMS (ARUA-SFS)

The ARUA-SFS’mission is to develop globally competitive African researchers and institutions 
through capacity building, generation of knowledge for socio-economic transformation, and 
partnerships and collaboration.

The ARUA-SFS is also committed to trans-disciplinarity. In this 
way, its mission regarding socio-economic transformation 
alludes to the culmination of multiple research disciplines 
aimed at addressing Africa’s complex challenges. 

ARUA-SFS transdisciplinary research projects cover four 
priority areas in Africa’s food systems: (i) Africa’s crops, (ii) 
Safe, nutritious consumer-driven food, (iii) Africa’s herds; (iv) 
Evidence-led food policy.

The ARUA-SFS platform has created a strong linkage and 
collaboration with the partners - the University of Ghana, 
Legon and the University of Nairobi. ARUA-SFS has four 
post-doctoral fellows from East Africa (University of Nairobi), 
West Africa (University of Ghana) and Southern Africa (UP) - 
reflecting a strong pan-African orientation.

From 17-19 November 2021, UP and the University of 
the Witwatersrand jointly hosted the third ARUA Biennial 
International Conference. At Africa Week the Vice Chancellors 

Food System Dialogue was convened at UP as part of the 
roadmap to the 2021 United Nations Food Systems Summit. 

ARUA-SFS continues to fine-tune its policy influencing focus: 
since 2018, ARUA-SFS management has been involved in 
a total of 349 engagements as speakers, panellists, and 
technical experts. The Centre also continues to strengthen 
its research community and social engagement through 
blogs, op-ed pieces, social media posts, online webinars, and 
Twitter spaces. As a Centre and as a host to two significant 
grants, ARUA-SFS has produced a total of 29 publications 
since 2018 (CaBFoodS-Africa – six publications, FSNet-Africa - 
six publications, ARUA-SFS -17 publications).

Through the ARUA network, ARUA-SFS successfully 
participated in joint calls for funding that resulted in two 
flagship projects supported by the UKRI: the Food Systems 
Research Network for Africa (FSNet-Africa) and the Capacity 
Building in Food Security for Africa (CaBFoodS-Africa).
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The Food Systems Research Networks for 
Africa (FSNet-Africa) seeks to strengthen 
food systems research capabilities and the 
translation of evidence into implementable 
policy solutions and practical interventions in 
support of the Sustainable Development Goal 
(SDG) targets for Africa. This will be achieved 
through leading systems analysis research on 
climate-smart, nutrition-sensitive, and poverty-
reducing food system solutions designed, and 
implemented in partnership with relevant food 
systems stakeholders. 

In 2020 Prof Frans Swanepoel led the successful FSNet-Africa 
proposal for funding that was submitted to the UK Research 
and Innovation (UKRI) Global Challenges Research Fund 
(GCRF) African Research Universities Alliance (ARUA) Research 
Excellence call. FSNet-Africa is one of the flagship initiatives of 
the ARUA Centre of Excellence in Sustainable Food Systems 
led by the University of Pretoria in collaboration with the 
Universities of Nairobi and Ghana. 

The three FSNet-Africa lead partners – the University 
of Pretoria, the University of Leeds (UoL) and the Food, 
Agriculture, and Natural Resources Policy Analysis Network 
(FANRPAN) – bring together a unique and expansive set 
of strengths in food systems research and an array of 
current partnerships and networks with higher education 
and research institutions, policymakers, private sector 
stakeholders, and grassroots organisations.

The collaborative project invests £1.9 million over three years 
for developing the capacities of up to 30 early-career African 
researchers in six African countries. 

Due to Covid-19 pandemic-related delays, the project 
officially started in January 2021 through the advertisement 
and selection of early-career research fellows. The two-year 
structured fellowship was launched in July with a cohort 

of fellows selected from ten academic partners in Ghana, 
Tanzania, Malawi, Kenya, Zambia, and South Africa. 
Each early career researcher was awarded up to £20,000 
to research any aspect of the food system. The structured 
learning activities will help strengthen the researcher’s 
networks as they develop leadership and science 
communication skills. The FSNet-Africa team prepared for the 
two postponed Summer Schools at Future Africa and UoL. 
These are set to take place in April and June 2022.

Prof Swanepoel is the FSNet-Africa principal investigator 
and director. He is supported at UP by Dr Melody Mentz-
Coetzee (senior research Fellow), and Dr Elizabeth 
Mkandawire (network and project manager). Drs Nadia 
Fouche, Coletta Gandidzanwa, Eness Sammie, and Sharon 
Lungu, are the postdoctoral fellows linked to the project. 
Dr Stefano Marras also worked as a postdoctoral fellow 
before joining Bayer Crop Science as a Director of Global 
Partnerships.

As a crucial component of UP’s continued local, continental, 
and global networking projects, the FSNet-Africa project is a 
flagship project of the GCRF-ARUA. UP also hosts the ARUA 
Centre of Excellence in Sustainable Food Systems (ARUA-SFS). 
To optimise UP’s position as a leader in food-related research 
platforms (including the DSI-NRF Centre of Excellence in Food 
Security jointly hosted with UWC, where Prof Swanepoel is 
PI, and the Institute for Food Nutrition and Well-being, where 
Prof Hettie Schönfeldt is SARChi Chair) a revision of the 
ARUA-CoE in Food Security was successfully undertaken.

FSNET-AFRICA

Prof Frans 
Swanepoel

Dr Melody Mentz-
Coetzee

Dr Elizabeth 
Mkandawire
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SCIENCE GRANTING 
COUNCILS INITIATIVE 
(SCGI)

Prof Teboho Moja, visiting professor in CAS and PI on 
the CCNY Science Granting Councils Initiative (SCGI), led 
particularly productive partnerships and research cycle 
in 2020. The NRF-led SCGI, launched in April 2015 with 
support from the United Kingdom’s Department for 
International Development (DFID), Canada’s International 
Development Research Centre (IDRC), and South Africa’s 
NRF, is strengthening the capacities of councils in 15 sub-
Saharan African countries through work in four inter-related 
thematic areas. It aims to produce more effective research 
management practices among councils, strengthen the ability 
to design and monitor research programs based on the 
use of robust STI indicators, increase the ability of councils 
to promote knowledge transfer to the private sector, and 
increasingly coordinate and network councils. Dr Samuel 
Okunade was a Postdoctoral Fellow who worked with her on 
the project.

Prof Moja facilitated the signing of an MoU between New 
York University and UP in July 2020. She facilitated the 
transfer of the DHET-accredited Journal of Student Affairs in 
Africa to UP, and is a founder member and also the Editor-in-
Chief of the journal.

CAPACITY BUILDING IN 
FOOD SECURITY FOR 
AFRICA (CABFOODS-
AFRICA)

The CaBFoodS-Africa project focuses on building capacity and 
knowledge exchange through co-designed training courses, 
e-learning, workshops, a mini-symposium, and scoping 
studies. CaBFoodS-Africa hosted a Safeguarding seminar with 
eight presenters from UP and the University of Ghana. The 
target audience included staff, academics, and early career 
researchers from the three host universities. A total of 55 
participants, from eight African countries representing 13 
institutions attended. 

Through UP as the hosting institution, CaBFoodS-Africa, has 
collaborative agreements with the University of Nairobi, 
the University of Ghana, and the Bureau for Food and 
Agricultural Policy (BFAP) for delivering on project outcomes 
of capacity building and knowledge creation, and FANRPAN 
for policy development. In the CaBFoodS project, 19 lecturers 
from academic institutions have contributed to training 
through three training courses. The project currently employs 
10 researchers in three countries who are all actively 
conducting research. The CaBFoodS-Africa project has 
reached a total of 115 participants from 11 African countries 
through its capacity training courses. 



Prof Tinyiko Maluleke

During the year Prof Tinyiko Maluleke continued to publish extensively, completing several 
book chapters, journal articles and opinion pieces. 

In April, Prof Maluleke was awarded a grant from the National Institute for the Humanities and 
Social Sciences (NIHSS) for a project titled “Postgraduate Capacity Building”, which was aimed at 
the registration of postgraduate students and the hosting of several workshops and seminars 
to support the progress of the postgraduate students in Humanities or Social Sciences. 
Prof Maluleke continued to serve on the board of the National Research Foundation and 
MTNSA Foundation.

In December 2021, it was announced that Prof Maluleke has been appointed as the incoming 
Vice Chancellor of the Tshwane University of Technology (TUT), a position he would take up in 
February 2022. That same month, Maluleke was appointed as the deputy chairperson for the 
third National Planning Commission (NPC), by President Cyril Ramaphosa. 

Prof Nolwazi Mkhwanazi

CAS was honoured to welcome Prof Nolwazi Mkhwanazi in October. She joined the Centre 
as a senior research fellow from the University of the Witwatersrand’s Institute for Social 
and Economic Research (WISER). Prof Mkhwanazi is a medical anthropologist, interested in 
gender and the politics of reproduction. 

She joins the Centre with two ongoing projects under the auspices of the CAS. In 2021 she 
was awarded funding from the Welcome Trust for a project titled “Reimagining Reproduction: 
Making babies, making kin and citizens in Africa”, which aims to influence future studies of 
reproduction in Africa. The project seeks to build and strengthen a research network in Africa 
and create an environment that supports a cohort of early and mid-career researchers to drive 
the research agenda for the future. The project will investigate four African countries: Ghana, 
Mozambique, South Africa, and Uganda. By December 2021, four postdoctoral fellows had been 
identified to join the project in early 2022. 

Prof Mkhwanazi’s second project is funded by the University of Bergen and is part of the project 
“Enclaving: Patterns of global futures in three African cities”, which explores and maps the 
unequal distribution of urban resources in separated spaces across cities. Her project examines 
how particular ways of urban living shape sexual and intimate practices based on ethnographic 
research in a housing estate in Johannesburg.

RESEARCH FELLOWS
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Dr Jannie Pretorius

Dr Jannie Pretorius continued his computational science support to several departments 
in the faculties of Natural and Agricultural Science, Engineering, Built Environment and IT, 
and Health Sciences. 

He worked towards the expansion of the computational cluster but has noted financial 
challenges that delay the acquisition of hardware needed to upgrade the capacity of the cluster 
he oversees. 

Dr Pretorius completed his research for three publications. One was published in 2021 and the 
other two will be released in 2022. He worked with Prof Johan Malherbe involving a theoretical 
crystallography applied simulation to identify a new phase of graphite investigating the role of 
a chemical complex through the application of quantum chemical software application, and 
quantitative identification of the correct phase tied to nuclear grade graphite. 

In addition, Dr Pretorius is looking to develop and design the largest plant-chemical database of 
our time, in conjunction with the BioDISCOVERY Research Group of Prof Vinesh Maharaj. 

Prof Niko Sauer

Prof Sauer undertook work on epidemics, investigating a mathematical model that 
displays the undulation phenomena observed in the progression of the pandemic. 

He plans to release a publication and present his work as part of a CAS seminar in 2022.

Prof Charles Van Onselen

In 2021, Prof van Onselen continued his research on the complex historical relationship 
between Anglophone, industrial, Protestant and urban South Africa and Lusophone, 
commercial, Catholic, and rural Sul do Save, in neighbouring Mozambique during the 
colonial era. Professor van Onselen is looking toward various publications on the topic in 
the future. 

Additionally, Prof van Onselen was invited to present to the Centre’s postdoctoral fellows on the 
topic “Challenges of writing the first monograph for emerging or postdoctoral scholars”. After 
the positive response from this event, Professor van Onselen was invited by the Department of 
Historical and Heritage Studies and the Faculty of Humanities to present a seminar on “Booking 
your thesis: Turning your postgraduate research into a monograph”, which attracted a record 
audience for the faculty.
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Prof Peter Vale

The long-awaited Oxford Handbook on Peaceful Change includes Prof Vale’s chapter, “South 
Africa and the Idea of Peaceful Change”, and was published in book form during the 
year. This contribution aims to help understand the gap between the international and 
domestic features of South Africa’s transition. 

Vale was invited to contribute a memory piece on International Relations as the concluding 
chapter for a new textbook called, Foundations of International Relations, which is to be 
published by Bloomsbury Academic. 

Prof Vale and Vineet Thakur responded to a Forum that celebrated their ISA’s Guicciardini 
Prize in 2020. The response was published in the Cambridge Review of International Affairs. 

Vale and Gerhard Mare made two short contributions to successive editions of the journal, 
Transformation (Numbers 105 and 106). They published two more articles on the LittNet site: 
the first was a review on the detention of a student during apartheid and the second was a 
commentary on the growth of interest in International Relations in South Asia.

In May, Peter Vale chaired a seminar organised by Leicester University’s Institute for Advanced 
Study and the Cartooning for Peace network on cartoons and community building. He 
served on a two-person panel for the launch of the Guide to the Natural and Cultural History 
of Grahamstown/Makanda; and, again, participated in the launch of the award-winning book on 
Race and the origins of the discipline of International Relations with Thaku. CAS organised the 
latter, a blended event.

In June, he delivered a presentation to students in the International Security program at 
the University of Brasilia, Brazil and, two months later, made a presentation on the 
importance of the Humanities and the Social Sciences to The African Earth Network 
Observatory (AEON) Seminar at the Nelson Mandela University. 

In November, he participated in an online international conference on Visual Culture and 
Nationalisms in the 20th and 21st Centuries - delivering a paper from a previously published 
chapter, and co-presenting jointly-authored new work on the ways the international came to 
South Africa. 

As the year closed, Vale delivered three Zoom lectures on contemporary International Relations 
to students and faculty at the Far Eastern University in Manila, Philippines. 

Prof Vale continued to serve on the UP Book Award Selection Committee.

One of the key roles of the Centre is to enable unique 
and important collaborations, providing time and 
space for the very best creative and scientific thinking 
to take place and to foster partnerships and networks 
which will engender growth, especially in humanities 
and social sciences.
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CAS EVENTS IN 2021

19 MAY

Book Launch: South Africa, 
Race and the Making of 

International Relations, with 
authors Professor Peter Vale 

and Dr Vineet Thakur

24 MAY

Bulhoek Centenary 
Symposium

31 MAY

Engaging the Environmental 
Publics Seminar: Climate 

Change and Problems of Scale 
with Tracy Sonny (Botswana 

Climate Change Network) and 
Suresh Babu (International 

Food Policy Research Institute)

2 JUNE

Book Launch: Desmond Tutu: 
A Spiritual Biography of South 
Africa’s Confessor with author 

Reverend Michael Battle

Right: Reverend Michael Battle 
and Prof Tinyiko Maluleke

9 JUNE

Seminar: Lagos and the 
Newcomer Figure in Nigerian 

Screen Media with Dr Femi 
Eromosele

31 AUGUST

Engaging the Environmental 
Publics Seminar: Violent 
Capitalocenes and the 

Question of Development in 
African Environmentalism with 

Dr Cyril Obi (Social Science 
Research Council, New York)

7 OCTOBER

Seminar: The Place of Cultural 
Beliefs in the Imagination and 

Framing Health and Illness 
Experiences among 

In-migrants in Nairobi with 
Dr Agnetta Nyabundi

13-22 OCTOBER

Summer Institute: 
Entanglement, Mobility and 

Improvisation: Culture and the 
Arts in Contemporary African 
Urbanism and its Hinterlands 
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2021-HIGHLIGHTS 

CAS SYMPOSIUM: UP REMEMBERS THE BULHOEK 
MASSACRE 100 YEARS LATER

24 May 2021 marked the 100th anniversary of the Bulhoek Massacre, where police killed more than 100 people on a hill called 
Ntabelanga in Bulhoek, Eastern Cape. The University of Pretoria (UP)’s CAS, in partnership with the University of Johannesburg 
(UJ)’s Johannesburg Institute for Advanced Study hosted a virtual commemorative event that explored the massacre, and 
the socio-political landscape that made this possible. The event was broadcast from UP’s Future Africa Institute and featured 
historians, legal experts and commentators all weighing in on the significance of the Bulhoek Massacre, and the impact it 
continues to have on South Africa today.

The event was opened by Vice Chancellor, Prof Tawane Kupe, who commented on the historic significance and the importance 
of commemorating and understanding the event in the light of the current national context. Prof Robert Edgar presented the 
opening keynote address, titled The Place of the Bulhoek Massacre in the history of South Africa. Other presenters included Panashe 
Chigumadzi, author and PhD student at Harvard University’s Department of African and African American Studies; Prof Catherine Burns, 
associate professor of medical history, Adler Museum of Medicine, and the Department of Family Medicine & Primary Care: Health 
Sciences Faculty at WITS; Advocate Tembeka Ngcukaitobi, a South African lawyer; and Prof Allan Anderson, emeritus professor of Mission 
and Pentecostal Studies at the University of Birmingham. 

Prof Teboho Moja 

On 7 May 2021, the University of Pretoria’s Faculty of Education 
awarded Prof Teboho Moja, visiting research Fellow at the CAS, an 
honorary doctorate.

Prof Moja provided an address in which she thanked the Faculty of Education and the 
University of Pretoria for honouring her in this way. In her response, Prof Moja noted the 
continued transformation of the University of Pretoria into a leading research institute on 
the African continent.

In honouring Prof Moja, the Faculty wrote:
“Professor Teboho Moja’s contributions to the South African society are embodied in her work 
that interweaves policy, politics, and activism in her academic profession to benefit the broader 
society. These contributions date back to the mid-1980s…Her intellectual and public contributions 
embody the UP vision for “knowledge that makes a difference” to the development of South Africa, 
Africa and the global south.”

FACULTY OF EDUCATION AWARDS PROF TEBOHO MOJA 
WITH AN HONORARY DOCTORATE 
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Prof Charles Van Onselen

Research Fellow, Prof Charles van Onselen was awarded the prestigious 
Academy of Science of South Africa (ASSAf) Humanities Book Prize for 
his highly acclaimed book, The Night Trains: Moving Mozambican Miners 
to and from South Africa, circa 1902-1955 (Johannesburg and Cape Town: 
Jonathan Ball Publishers, 2019). 

The book has been applauded by a range of high-profile academics, including Prof James 
Campbell of Stanford University who states that this is “the work of a master historian”. 
Prof Alois Mlambo of the Department of Historical and Heritage Studies at UP observes 
that: “Van Onselen has produced a masterpiece and a seminal contribution to scholarship, 
which should be a must-read for anyone who wishes to have a deeper understanding of the 
forces that helped shape the historical experience and present reality of Southern Africa 
since the late nineteenth century”; while Prof James Scott of Yale University writes that: 
“The great master of social history Van Onselen provides us an unsurpassable lesson in the 
commodification and disposal of human life.” This book is indeed regarded by many as one 
of Van Onselen’s finest. 

Night Trains has been described as a “tour de force that deals with a very important aspect 
of Southern African political, economic and social history”. It focuses on a train journey 
from Mozambique to South Africa to demonstrate how the interests of both local and 
international capitalism, underpinned by mining, rode roughshod over the dignity and 
human rights of large numbers of workers from Sul do Save and horribly exploited, ill-
treated and dehumanised them.

UP’S PROF CHARLES VAN ONSELEN AWARDED THE 
PRESTIGIOUS ACADEMY OF SCIENCE OF SOUTH AFRICA 
HUMANITIES BOOK PRIZE

[The Night Trains] has been applauded by a range 
of high-profile academics, including Prof James 
Campbell of Stanford University.
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In early 2021, Dr Siphiwo Mahala, a research associate linked to the 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation project on “Entanglement, Mobility and 
Improvisation: Culture and Arts in Contemporary African Urbanism and 
its Hinterlands”, was awarded funding by the National Institute for the 
Humanities and Social Science (NIHSS) to launch a new journal titled 
the Imbiza Journal for African Writing. 

The journal aims to create a publishing platform for creative writers, critics and academics in 
Africa and the Diaspora. In April, the first volume of the journal was published and includes 
a range of articles, short stories, poetry, essays, memoirs and others. This first journal’s lead 
feature is an interview by Thobile Hans with novelist, short story writer and journalist Fred 
Khumalo. Later in 2021, a second volume was published after the second tranche of funding 
was awarded, and since then another two acclaimed volumes have been published.

DR SIPHIWO MAHALA LAUNCHES THE IMBIZA JOURNAL 
FOR AFRICAN WRITING

Dr Siphiwo Mahala

The journal aims to 
create a publishing 
platform for creative 
writers, critics and 
academics in Africa 
and the Diaspora.

The cover of volume 1, issue 1 of the Imbiza Journal



2021 RESEARCH ACTIVITIES 
AND PUBLICATIONS 
Prof James Ogude
Journal Articles
“A tribute and a celebration of Bhekizizwe Peterson”. A Journal of African Studies, 47 (2): 358-361.

International Keynote Addresses
 International Convention of Asia Scholars (ICAS), in Kyoto on the theme: Climate Change in Coastal Cities. Will Present a 
paper titled: “Urban Environments and Ecological Footprints in African Coastal Cities,” 24 – 27 August 2021.
 STREAMS – Transformative Environmental Humanities 3-6 August 2021, Sweden. Presented a paper titled: “Ubuntu 
and the Principal of Co-Agency: Reflections on Posthumanist Ecologies in Africa”. Also facilitated a session on Race and the 
Environment.
 Annual Conference of the Society for Intercultural Philosophy at Tubingen University, Germany, on the theme: The 
Political Dimension of Nature: An Intercultural Critique June 4 -6, 2021. Presented a paper titled: “Ubuntu and the Principle of Co-
Agency in African Ecologies”.

Commissioned Work
 September 2021: Invited to Co-Edit, with Neil ten Kortenaar, a volume for Cambridge University Press titled: The Archive 
of African Literature 1800-2000 (work in progress). Part of a seven-volume series of African Literatures in Transition with Ato 
Quayson and Stephen Newell as General Editors.
 January 2021, Contracted by Oxford University Press to write a chapter on “Postcolonial Allegory” for The Oxford 
Handbook of Allegory, Edited by David Parry (work in Progress).
 February 2021, invited to contribute a chapter on “Rhodes Must Fall and Decolonising English Curriculum in South 
Africa” in an Oxford University Press publication on Decolonising the English Literary Curriculum, edited by Ato Quayson and Ankhi 
Mukherjee (work in progress).

Prof Robin Crewe
Chapters in Books
Mumoki, F.N. & Crewe, R. M. 2021. Pheromone communication in honey bees (Apis mel-lifera). In: Insect Pheromone   
  Biochemistry and Molecular Biology (Second Edition), G. J. Blomquist, R. G. Vogt, Eds. (Academic Press, London, 
2021), chap. 6, pp. 183-204

Peer-Reviewed journal articles
Mumoki, F.N., Yusuf. A.A., Pirk, C.W.W. & Crewe R.M. 2021. The biology of the Cape honey bee Apis mellifera capensis 
(Hymenoptera, Apidae): A review of Thelytoky, and its influence on social parasitism and worker reproduction. Annals of The 
Entomological Society of America, 114(2), 219-228. doi: 10.1093/aesa/saaa056.

Conference & Workshop Contributions 
Presenter at Young Harris Beekeeping Institute, Athens, Georgia, USA. May 12-14, 2021. Presentations: 

The capensis calamity: subspecies and worker social parasitism. 

Fossils, honey bee biodiversity and sustainable food production. 

The dark side of the Feminine Monarchie: individual behaviour in honey bees. 

Public Understanding of Science.

Webinar participant– SABIO discussion of honey fraud. 20 May 2021. 

Interviewed on Radio Islam regarding honey fraud. 21 May 2021

National and international presentation.s 

Prof Crewe presented a virtual seminar in the African Association of Insect Scientists (AAIS) Lecture Series. Title: The dark side of 
the hive: exploring behavioural complexity in honey bees. 26 July 2022.

Prof Tinyiko Maluleke
Book Chapters
Beyond the graveyard and the prison, a new world is being born”. In Doing Theology in the New Normal, edited by Jione Havea, 
p 327 – 343. 
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Journal Articles
“The liberating humour of Desmond Tutu”. International Review of Mission, 110(2): 327-340
 “Once upon a time: Invoking lore and narrative in memory of Katie Geneva Cannon”. Journal of Theology for Southern 
Africa, 170: 42-55
 Why I Am Not a Public Theologian. The Ecumenical Review, 73(2), pp.297-315.

Other Publications
  “It’s time to ditch the family meeting, Mr President”. Sunday Independent. 17 January 2021. https://www.iol.co.za/
sundayindependent/dispatch/its-time-to-ditch-the-family-meeting-mr-president-45d7989a-4b5a-493f-a86f-e66d1a299821. 
  “A country in the valley of the shadow of death”. Pretoria News, 1 February 2021. https://www.pressreader.com/south-
africa/pretoria-news/20210201/281745567063177. 
 “The anatomy of our ‘pandemic president’”. News24, 11 February 2021. https://www.news24.com/news24/opinions/
fridaybriefing/tinyiko-maluleke-the-anatomy-of-our-pandemic-president-20210211. 
 “The #LindsayDentlinger saga: Was the eNCA reporter racist?”. News24, 6 March 2021. https://www.news24.com/
news24/columnists/guestcolumn/tinyiko-maluleke-the-lindsaydentlinger-saga-was-the-enca-reporter-racist-20210306. 
 “Sharpeville and the map of our bloody country”. News24. 27 March 2021. https://www.news24.com/news24/
columnists/guestcolumn/tinyiko-maluleke-sharpeville-and-the-map-of-our-bloody-country-20210327. 
 “ANC’s step-aside resolution: Sabotage or turbocharge?”. News24, 30 April 2021. https://www.news24.com/news24/
opinions/fridaybriefing/tinyiko-maluleke-ancs-step-aside-resolution-sabotage-or-turbocharge-20210429. 
 “Mighty ANC falling: Beyond the Magashule-Ramaphosa contest”. Sunday World, 11 May 2021. https://sundayworld.
co.za/breaking-news/mighty-anc-falling-beyond-the-magashule-ramaphosa-contest/. 
 “We dare not forget the Bulhoek massacre and Mgijima’s visionary leadership”. Sunday World, 9 June 2021. https://
sundayworld.co.za/opinion/we-dare-not-forget-the-bulhoek-massacre-and-mgijimas-visionary-leadership/. 
 “Boipatong … pawns in a political chess game of corrupt officials”. Sunday World, 20 June 2021. https://sundayworld.
co.za/opinion/boipatong-pawns-in-a-political-chess-game-of-corrupt-officials/. 
  “Bow for iconic imbokodo”. Sunday World, 1 August 2021. https://sundayworld.co.za/opinion/bow-for-iconic-imbokodo/. 
 “Give it to elusive Cyril Ramaphosa”. Sunday World, 29 August 2021. https://sundayworld.co.za/exclusive/give-it-to-
elusive-cyril-ramaphosa/. 
 “Overhaul flawed poll system”. Sunday World, 5 September 2021. https://sundayworld.co.za/exclusive/tinyiko-maluleke-
overhaul-flawed-poll-system/. 
 Maluleke, T. 2021. “Politicians back on the streets to herd their voting cows home”. Sunday World, 12 September 2021. 
https://sundayworld.co.za/exclusive/politicians-back-on-the-streets-to-herd-their-voting-cows-home/. 
 “DA’s seven street poles of shame”. Sunday World, 3 October 2021. https://sundayworld.co.za/exclusive/das-seven-
street-poles-of-shame/. 
 “Aux Armes Citoyens! Ayihlom’ihlasele (*Arm yourselves for war)*!”. News24, 30 October 2021. https://www.news24.
com/news24/columnists/guestcolumn/tinyiko-maluleke-aux-armes-citoyens-ayihlomihlasele-arm-yourselves-for-war-20211030. 
 “Racism served in ‘meandos’”. Sunday World, 31 October 2021. https://sundayworld.co.za/exclusive/tinyiko-maluleke-
racism-served-in-meandos/. 
 “The eloquence of not voting in the 2021 municipal election”. News24, 2 November 2021. https://www.news24.com/
news24/analysis/tinyiko-maluleke-the-eloquence-of-not-voting-in-the-2021-municipal-election-20211102. 
 “Jesus is slowly making his way back”. News24. 5 November 2021. https://www.news24.com/news24/opinions/
fridaybriefing/tinyiko-maluleke-jesus-is-slowly-making-his-way-back-20211104. 
 “The thrill is long gone for voters”. Sunday World, 7 November 2021. https://sundayworld.co.za/exclusive/the-thrill-is-
long-gone-for-voters/. 
 “White-collar looters”. Sunday World, 19 December 2021. https://sundayworld.co.za/exclusive/tinyiko-maluleke-white-
collar-looters/. 

Prof Teboho Moja
Journal Articles
 National and institutional responses – reimagined operations – pandemic disruptions and academic continuity for a 
global university, Studies in Higher Education, 46:1, 19-29, DOI: 10.1080/03075079.2020.1859688.

Joined Boards
 University of the People - https://www.uopeople.edu/ Tuition-Free Online Degrees in partnership with Harvard Business 
School Online, Effat University, Long Island University, and McGill University.
 Shared Interest - https://www.sharedinterest.org/ An organization that addresses poverty in Southern Africa through 
microfinancing and securities for loans.
 Third Chapter - https://www.thirdchapter.org/ An organization that provides free scholarly resources to universities.
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Prof Sue Nicolson
Journal Articles
 McWhorter, T.J., Rader, J.A., Schondube, J.E., Nicolson, S.W., Pinshow, B., Fleming, P.A., Gutiérrez-Guerrero, Y.T. and Del 
Rio, C.M., 2021. Sucrose digestion capacity in birds shows convergent coevolution with nectar composition across continents. 
Iscience, p.102717. 

Prof Emil Roduner
Journal Articles
 Buyens, D.M., Pilcher, L.A. and Roduner, E., 2021. Towards a Molecular Understanding of Cation-Anion Interactions and Self-
aggregation of Adeninate Salts in DMSO by NMR and UV Spectroscopy and Crystallography. ChemPhysChem, 22(19), pp.2025-2033
 Roduner, E. and Rohwer, E.R., 2021. Technical principles of atmospheric carbon dioxide reduction and conversion: 
economic considerations for some developing countries. Clean Technologies and Environmental Policy, 23(2), pp.475-482.

Prof John Sharp
Journal Article
 Pieterse, J. and John Sharp. 2021. Precarious employment and precarious life: youth and work in Pretoria’s white 
working-class suburbs, Social Dynamics, DOI: 10.1080/02533952.2021.1981580

Prof Lindiwe Sibanda
Journal Articles
 Barrett, C.B., Jessica Fanzo, Mario Herrero, Daniel Mason-D’Croz, Alexander Mathys, Philip K Thornton, Stephen 
Wood, Tim G. Benton, Shenggen Fan, Late Lawson-Lartego, Rebecca Nelson, Jianbo Shen and Lindiwe Majele Sibanda. 
2021. COVID-19 pandemic lessons for agri-food systems innovation. Environ. Res. Lett. https://doi.org/10.1088/1748-9326/ac25b9.
 Sibanda, L.M. and Mwamakamba, S.N. 2021. Policy Considerations for African Food Systems: Towards the United 
Nations 2021 Food Systems Summit. Sustainability, 13, 9018. https://doi.org/10.3390/su13169018.

Prof Peter Vale
Book Chapters
 “South Africa and the idea of peaceful change” in the Oxford Handbook on Peaceful Change in International Relations, 
edited by T.V. Paul, Deborah Welch Larson, Harold Trinkunas, Anders Wivel, Ralf Emmers. Oxford University Press. pp. 535-550. 

Journal Articles
Mare, G. and Peter Vale. 2021. “Platform: In Theory”, Transformation 105, pp. 116-117. 
Mare, G. and Peter Vale. 2021 “Keywords: an invitation”, Transformation 106, pp. 87-89.

Dr Pyemo Afego
Journal Articles
Afego, P.N. and Alagidede, I.P. 2021. What does corporate social advocacy signal? Evidence from boycott participation decisions. 
Journal of Capital Markets Studies.

Dr Femi Eromosele
Book Chapters
Eromosele, F., 2022. Politics and the Music Video in Nigeria. In Routledge Handbook of African Popular Culture (pp. 384-398). 
Routledge.

Journal Articles
Eromosele, F. 2021. “What Happens When a Music Video Goes Viral? Gastrocomedy and Prosumer Recreations of Timaya’s I 
Can’t Kill Myself*”. Journal of African Cultural Studies, 33(4): 424-440.

Dr Farai Kapfudzaruwa
Journal Article
Nyerere, J., Kapfudzaruwa, F., Fadairo, O., Odingo, A., Manchisi, J. and Kudo, S., 2021. Case Study: Higher Education and the 
Education for Sustainable Development in Africa (ESDA) Program. Sustainable Development in Africa (pp. 179-199). Springer, Cham.

Dr Melody Mentz-Coetzee
Journal Articles
May, J. and Mentz-Coetzee, M. 2021. Re-Imagining Resilient Food Systems in the Post-COVID-19 Era in Africa. Sustainability, 13, 
10752. https://doi.org/10.3390/su131910752.
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Dr Elizabeth Mkandawire
Journal Articles
 Dressel, A., Mkandawire, E., Mkandawire-Valhmu, L., Dyke, E., Bisai, C., Kantayeni, H., Kako, P. and Ochoa-Nordstrum, 
B. 2021. A black dog enters the home: hunger and malnutrition in Malawi. Medical Humanities.
 Mkandawire, E.; Mentz-Coetzee, M.; Mangheni, M.N. and Barusi, E. 2021. Enhancing the Glopan Food Systems 
Framework by Integrating Gender: Relevance for Women in African Agriculture. Sustainability, 13, 8564. https://doi.org/10.3390/.
su13158564.s

Dr Samuel Okunade
Book Chapters
Okunade, S. K. 2021. “Irregular emigration of Nigeria youths: An exploration of core drivers from the perspective and experiences 
of returnee migrants”. In Intra-Africa Migrations: Reimagining borders and migration management, edited by I Moyo, J. P. Laine 
and C.C. Nshimbi, Routledge, p 50-69. 

Journal Articles
 Ikotun, O., Allwell Akhigbe and Samuel Okunade. 2021. Sustainability of Borders in a Post-COVID-19 World, Politikon, 
DOI: 10.1080/02589346.2021.1913804.
 Okunade, S. K., Olumuyiwa Temitope Faluyi & Emmanuel Matambo. 2021. Evolving patterns of insurgency in Southern 
and West Africa: Refocusing the Boko Haram lens on Mozambique. African Security Review, 30:4, 434-450.

Other Publications
 Africa Moves Towards Intracontinental Free Movement for Its Booming Population. Migration Policy Institute online 
journal, USA. 
 The Conscious Insensitivity of the Nigerian State to Insecurity and Human Right Abuse. https://thenews-chronicle.com/
the-conscious-insensitivity-of-the-nigerian-state-to-insecurity-and-human-right-abuse/. 
 Nigeria’s poor response to Boko Haram has left border communities feeling abandoned. https://theconversation.com/
nigerias-poor-response-to-boko-haram-has-left-border-communities-feeling-abandoned-155891.

Podcast
Nigeria: why do children keep getting kidnapped? https://theconversation.com/nigeria-why-do-children-keep-getting-kidnapped-
podcast-159099. 

Dr Jannie Pretorius
Journal Articles
Pretorius Jan A. and Malherbe Johan B. 2021Graphite phases in chemical vapour deposited grown ZrC/graphite layersProc. R. Soc. 
A.4772020078420200784. http://doi.org/10.1098/rspa.2020.0784.

Eric Magale
Journal Articles
Magale, E. G. 2021. Developing a green bond market in Kenya: perspectives from practitioners and lessons from developing 
markets, Journal of Sustainable Finance & Investment, DOI: 10.1080/20430795.2021.1953930.
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