
AT A GLANCE
UP FACULTY OF HUMANITIES

The Faculty of Humanities is internationally recognised for our 
teaching, research and community work. Our coursework combines 
academic and practical skills – embracing innovation and encouraging 
entrepreneurial thinking.  

INTERNATIONAL RANKING

Our Arts & Humanities subjects are ranked among the

Top 400 
universities in the world (Time Higher Education World University 

Rankings, 2020)

Department of Sociology ranked in the 

Top 300 
in the world (QS Top Universities rankings, 2020)

Department of Political Sciences ranked in the 

Top 400 
in the world (QS Top Universities rankings, 2020)

Development Studies programme ranked in the 

Top 100 
in the world (QS Top Universities rankings, 2019)

Archaeology department ranked among the 

Top 200 
programmes in the world (QS Top Universities rankings, 2019)

Africa’s first and only 
Master’s programme in Tangible and Heritage Conservation

Africa’s only 
Specialist Neuro-Otologic Test Centre 

equipped with the first advanced and specialist 
Neuro-Otologic Test system (NOTC)

Department of Political Sciences participates in the world’s first 

Global Classroom 
where students engage simultaneously across four continents

JAVETT-UP ARTS 
CENTRE hosts 
international award-
winning artists including a 
unique artist in residence 
programme which has 
hosted:
•	 Mike van Graan – 

Playwright and cultural 
activist

•	 Niq Mhlongo – 
Novelist and journalist

•	 Helen Sebidi – 
Internationally 
renowned sculptor

•	 Aubrey Lodewyk – 
Accomplished baritone

SCHOOL OF THE 
ARTS
home to internationally 
renowned artists:
•	 Ben Schoeman
•	 Mageshen Naidoo
•	 Hanli Stapela 

Famous alumni from the 
school:
•	 Mimi Coertse
•	 Jana Cilliers
•	 Tsakane Valentine 

Maswanganyi
•	 The late Carrol Boyes



www.up.ac.za/faculty-of-humanities

SOCIAL RESPONSIVENESS

Dr Michael Joseph Barrett directs the 
Tuks Camerata Choir and is a co-founder 

of the Capital Singers – a community based 
mass choral programme

Student Entrepreneurship Office 
Provides internships and other entrepreneurial 

opportunities

1.	 Open Universities of Mauritius  – Mauritius
2.	 Institut d’études politique Madagascar  – 

Madagascar
3.	 University of International Relations – China
4.	 Ryukoku University – Japan
5.	 Artevelde University College Ghent – Belgium
6.	 Sciences Po Lyon – France
7.	 Université Victor Segalen Bordeaux 2– France
8.	 University of Potsdam  – Germany
9.	 Philipps-Universität Marburg (Centre for Conflict 

Studies  – Germany
10.	University of Bayreuth – Germany
11.	University of Amsterdam – Netherlands
12.	 Far Eastern Federal University  – Russia
13.	 Fundación Universitaria Iberoamericana– Spain
14.	Uppsala University – Sweden
15.	University of Applied Sciences and Arts Western 

Switzerland  – Switzerland
16.	McMaster University  – Canada
17.	Georgia State University – USA
18.	 Laban/Bartenieff Institute of Movement Studies 

– USA
19.	Stevenson University  – USA
20.	University of Akron – USA
21.	 Fundação Getúlio Vargas – Brazil

INTERNATIONAL 
PARTNERSHIPS AND 
AGREEMENTS

60
NRF rated 

researchers

EXCELLENT ACADEMIC SUPPORT

51%
Academic staff 
with doctorates

STUDENT PROFILE

90.4%
Examination 

pass rate 
(2019) 

5 486
Under-

graduate and 
post-

graduate 
students 

(2020)

322
International 

students 
(2020)

AFFILIATED CENTRES 
AND UNITS

1
Centre for Augmentative & Alternative 

Communication
2

Centre for Japanese Studies
3

Centre for Sexualities, AIDS & Gender
4

Itsoseng Psychological Clinic – Mamelodi campus
5

Unit for Academic Literacy

FACULTY PROFILE

12 departments in 3 clusters 
and the School of the Arts

Heather Thuynsma
Email: heather.thuynsma@up.ac.za 


