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SRC Executive Meeting
30 July 2020 | Google Meet | 09:00
 
1. Welcoming and Opening:
1.1 Due to connectivity issues on behalf of the SRC Secretary, the meeting commenced at 09:14. The SRC President has extended invitations to SRC members who do not form part of the SRC Executive. The President asked that the minutes of this meeting be made available to the rest of the team after this meeting.

2. Attendance:
2.1 Present:
2.1.1 SRC President
2.1.2 SRC Deputy President
2.1.3 SRC Secretary 
2.1.4 SRC Deputy Secretary

2.2 Absent with apology:
	
2.3 Absent without apology:

3. Acceptance of previous minutes and adoption of agenda:
3.1 Acceptance of previous Minutes
3.2 Adoption of agenda

4. Other matters arising:
4.1 N/A

5. Feedback from the Executive Committee:
5.1 N/A

6. Portfolio-specific agenda points:
6.1 SRC President
6.1.1 Strategic Objectives to Professor Mosia
6.1.1.1 The SRC President amalgamated several points (from SRC members, including himself) in terms of the strategic objectives that will be submitted to the Vice Principal for Residences and Student Life.
6.1.1.2 Under the Covid-19 restrictions imposed on the Higher Education sector, many students will have (unique) issues that only culminate and materialise in 2021, including academic related concerns etc. These students should be accommodated to the best of UP’s ability.
6.1.1.3 Insofar as possible, students who have been disadvantaged by the lockdown restrictions, should enjoy accessible (and flexible) assistance with any issues that arise from such restrictions.
6.1.1.4 The SRC President clarified that the strategic objectives essentially amount to goals that UP should strive towards in the future (in terms of which the UP Executive invited the SRC to give input).
6.1.1.5 The SRC Deputy President inquired about how we will be navigating academic exclusions i.e. will student be automatically put through to the next year or will they have to write a special exam to pass?
6.1.1.6 The SRC President responded that academic exclusions will not be applied as is ordinarily done.
6.1.1.7 The SRC Deputy President asked whether the current SRC will be responsible for help desk next year. The President responded that he will still address this matter (under discussions revolving around SRC elections).
6.1.1.8 The SRC President will compile a document with all input and forward it to the SRC.
6.1.1.9 The SRC Deputy President proposed that all affiliated accommodations (with the university) must discount rent for the five months that students have not been at residences. The SRC President responded that this was largely covered by the recent SRC Study Finance statement.
6.1.2 Nomination of Mr Shingange to serve on NSFAS Board [Appendix A]
6.1.2.1 The SRC President shared a document (via screen sharing) dealing with the said NSFAS Board, its function, composition etc.
6.1.2.2 The SRC Deputy President, Secretary and Deputy Secretary supported the nomination.
6.1.2.3 The SRC President asked who will be responsible for the nomination – the entire SRC, the SRC Executive, the SRC President, or the institution?
6.1.2.4 The SRC Deputy Secretary asked about the case where another student at UP wishes to be nominated, moreover who would be able to nominate such a student.
6.1.2.5 The SRC President explained that you could either nominate a person in your personal capacity (as a member of the public) or in your official capacity (as a member of the SRC).
6.1.3 Proposals Received
6.1.3.1 The SRC President discussed a ‘Finsavvy’ proposal which the SRC has recently received. The SRC President also briefly explained the engagement that he has had with the senders of the proposal. See https://www.fin-savvy.co.za/Initaitive.php.
6.1.3.2 The SRC President is wary of any proposals if it does not entail any direct benefit for students.
6.1.3.3 The SRC Deputy President does not support the proposal. The SRC Secretary is also wary thereof.
6.1.3.4 The SRC will not be entering into any formal agreements i.e. will not advertise or conclude an MOU (as was proposed).
6.1.3.5 Another proposal received by the SRC Secretary was from ‘Konekto’. See Appendix B.
6.1.3.6 The SRC is not able to identify any direct benefit to students.
6.1.3.7 The SRC Deputy President does not think it would be harmful to (to a small extent) advertise the product.
6.1.3.8 The SRC Secretary and SRC Deputy President is wary of the proposal.
6.1.3.9 The SRC President has many unanswered questions and has not properly engaged the persons behind the proposal.
6.1.4 Contact Sessions
6.1.4.1 The SRC President commended the Deputy Secretary for the way in which the Student Forum was conducted.
6.1.4.2 The SRC President received a request from PDBY to have an online contact session.
6.1.4.3 The SRC President is aware that a lot of the information that students are receiving originate from meme pages on social media. The SRC President has been informing students that (1) it is currently recess, and (2) it is untrue that the SRC is completely unresponsive, notwithstanding undeniable delays.
6.1.4.4 The President has contemplated an online engagement session (as an accountability mechanism). The SRC Deputy President has found a way to conduct a contact session during lockdown.
6.1.4.5 This contact session (after liaising with the MMC representative) will be held during on the appropriate SRC platform.
6.1.4.6 The SRC Deputy Secretary recommended strengthening our engagement with student via social media.
6.1.5 Elections
6.1.5.1 The SRC President has emailed the Director of the Department of Student Affairs (DSA) and is awaiting a response.
6.1.5.2 It is highly unlikely that an online election will take place.
6.1.5.3 There is no communicable, real update now.
6.1.5.4 The SRC Deputy President made a closing remark that the next SRC meeting should be held on Wednesday, 5 August. The SRC President said that we will be looking at the availability of all SRC members this week.

7. Time and date of next meeting:
7.1 

8. Closing:
8.1 

I, David Kabwa and Ryan Haines, hereby declare that these minutes serve as a true reflection of what transpired during this particular SRC meeting.
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GOVERNMENT NOTICE


NO. 2020


NATIONAL STUDENT FINANCIAL AID SCHEME ACT, 1999 (ACT NO. 56 OF 1999)


CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FOR MEMBERS FOR THE NSFAS BOARD


I, Bonginkosi Emmanuel Nzimande, Minister of Higher Education, Science and Innovation, hereby
request in terms of section 5(3) of the National Student Financial Aid Scheme, Act 56 of 1999


(a) the public;
(b) the Council on Higher Education (CHE);
(c) national organisations representing


students;


academic employees;
employees other than academic employees;
university principals;
technikon (university of technology) principals;
higher education college principals;
organised business;
organised labour; and


(d) non -governmental organisations,


to submit to me, within 21 days of publication of the notice, the names of persons who by virtue of their
knowledge and experience, may be considered for appointment as members of the NSFAS Board.
Allowances to Board members will be in accordance with the National Treasury guidelines for
remuneration.


In terms of Section 5 (1)(a)(b) and (c) of the National Student Financial Aid Scheme Act (Act 56 of 1999)
the NSFAS Board must consist of 18 members -13 of which must be appointed by the Minister including
the Chairperson, 4 co -opted by the Board and 1, the Chief Executive Officer of the NSFAS. Each member
of the NSFAS Board holds office for a period of four years.


The NSFAS is a statutory body established to allocate funds for loans and bursaries to eligible higher
education students. The NSFAS develops criteria and conditions for the granting of loans and bursaries
to eligible students, raises additional funds, recovers loans, maintains and analyses database and
undertakes research for the better utilisation of financial resources. The NSFAS alsoadvise the Minister
on matters relating to student financial aid and performs such other functions assigned to it by the
Minister.


The selection of the appointed members of the NSFAS Board must be undertaken in such a manner as
to ensure that the membership taken as a whole-


is broadly representative of the higher education system;


has knowledge of higher education and appreciates its role in meeting the reconstruction; and
development needs of our society and economy;
has financial expertise and experience; and
is representative in terms of race, gender and disability.


This gazette is also available free online at www.gpwonline.co.za
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Government Notices • Goewermentskennisgewings


Higher Education and Training, Department of/ Hoër Onderwys en Opleiding, Departement van


DEPARTMENT OF HIGHER EDUCATION AND TRAINING


NO. 766  � 15 JULY 2020
766	 National Student Financial Aid Scheme Act (56/1999): Call for nominations for members for the NSFAS Board		  43525







Nominations accompanied by the curriculum vitae of the nominee and a letter of consent indicating the
availability of the nominee to serve on the NSFAS Board if appointed, should be forwarded to :


The Director- General: Higher Education and Training
(for the attention of Dr D Parker: Deputy Director - General, University Education)
Private Bag X 174
PRETORIA
0001


Email:


Dr BE Nziman , MP
Minister of Higher Education, Science and Innovation
Date: 01


This gazette is also available free online at www.gpwonline.co.za
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WITHOUT BARRIERS OR BORDERS
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Why Konekto can be essential for all students around the world?


       1 • How to find fellow students of your age, within a defined search radius?       2 • How to find friends and easily integrate in a country far from home?       3 • How to find students close to your future school?       4 • How to find students who have the same interests as you?       5 • How can you talk to a student on the other side of the world without the language barrier?


You will understand how Konekto can solve all these problems!
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Let's get back to our problems: Konekto has the solution! 
 1 • How to find fellow students of your age, within a defined search radius?        Example: You are a South African student studying in Sydney. And you are looking for a South African student of your age around you. 
First, Konekto will geolocate you and will introduce you to all the people in Sydney and its surroundings (according to your position) men, women, bakers, South Africans, French and of course, also students: all you have to do is to filter the people you are interested around you, thanks to the filter system integrated in the application:
Filters to be selected according to your needs: → Nationality: South African→ Age: 17 to 25 years old→ Gender: Female→ Profession: Student 
All South African students aged 17 to 25 years old who are in Sydney will stand out from the list. All that will be left to do is to contact them.
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   2  • How to find friends and integrate easily in a country far from home?
Example : You are a South African student studying in Barcelona but you don't speak Spanish very well yet. And you are looking to make Spanish friends who speak English in order to improve your integration.  
Filters to select according to your needs: → Nationality: Spanish→ Age: 17 to 25 years old→ Sex: Both            → Profession: Student→ Spoken language(s) : English


All Spanish students between 17 and 25 years old who are in Barcelona and who speak English will stand out. All that will be left to do is to get in touch with them.
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3 • How to find students close to your future school?             Example: You are a South African student and next year you are going to study in Paris. And you are looking for a roommate with fellow countrymen or simply to get some feedback from your fellow countrymen about this school.
You can select the school in Paris where you are going to study and you enter it "Fictitiously" via Konekto.
Filters to select according to your needs: →Nationality : South African→ Age: 22 to 26 years old→ Profession: Student→ Search radius: 1km
All South African students between 22 and 26 years of age within a 1km radius of this school will stand out from the list. Spread the word to all your compatriots and who knows, you may easily find a roommate.
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 4 • How to find students who have the same interests as you?             Example :  You are a South African student with a passion for theatre.  And you are looking for students who have the same passion as you in order to organize outings.
Filters to select according to your needs: → Nationality: South-African or others→ Age: To be informed if necessary→ Sex: Male→ Profession: Student → Hobbies: Theatre
All the South African students who love theatre in your search area will stand out from the list. All that will be left to do is to contact them.
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 5 • How can I talk to a student on the other side of the world without the language barrier?
Konekto is the correspondence system for students in the 21st century.             Example :  You are a student and for "X" reasons would like to discuss with a Brazilian student. How are the Universities in Sao Paulo? What do they learn? But there is a big problem! You don't speak Portuguese. This is no longer a problem because all your messages are translated into the language of your interlocutor via a Chat.


→ Nationality: Brazilian→ Age: To be informed if necessary→ Sex: Both→ City: Sao Paulo→ Profession: Student 


All Brazilian students in Sao Paulo will stand out from the list. The only thing left to do is to get in touch and talk to them without the language barrier.
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- Why Konekto can be essential for all the students in the world? Thanks to the student “filter "
- Why Konekto can be essential for all bachelors? Thanks to the "Single" filter
- Why Konekto can be essential for professionals? Thanks to the "Profession" filter
- Why Konekto can be essential for all students around the world?     
- Why Konekto can be essential for making friends? Thanks to the "Interests" filter
- Why Konekto can be essential for……


You've understood, it's up to you to use Konekto as you see fit. Friendly meeting, professional one, love 
encounter... It's up to you to decide; Konekto is at your service!


Konekto is a Universal dating site!
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Like 50% of the world's population, Lucas De Pasquale masters and speaks fluently only one language: his native language! 


During a trip to Mexico, the 33-year-old entrepreneur decided to turn his frustration into a great opportunity.


Indeed, during this trip (like all his trips) Lucas cannot express himself with the locals, which his friends did very well. So he 
decides to look for French people in Playa del Carmen to finally talk with people other than his own friends. 
It starts for him a real headache... He manages to find French people, but who don't correspond to him (not from the same 
generation, with family or with different interests). 


So how do you find the right person for him? Konekto is born in his head thanks to this trip.


Lucas invents a unique application: KONEKTO, a Universal dating site! 


Where did this idea come from?







APP PRESENTATION 
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Where you are


Geolocation


7


Research area
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Number of 
publications in the 


search area


Number of people in the 
search area


Geolocation


7
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Type in the place 
where you want to 


be locatedExpanding the search area


Geolocation


7
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Filter the people you 
are interested in


List of people around you


The people around you
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The different filters to 
refine your search


The people around you
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You can post messages or 
photos. Everyone in your 


area will see your 
message. 


Posts that are around you


7
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You are English, on holiday in Paris and would 
like to chat with a Frenchman to get to know 


the trendy corners of the city?


It's possible!
Because all your messages are 


translated into the language of your 
contact person. 


The chat with an integrated translator


14


Example of 
translation English – 
French
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WITHOUT BARRIERS OR BORDERS
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