
JAPAN: SDGs Global Leader Programme (MSc & PhD) - 2022 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDG) focus area(s) 

 

 
 

APPLICATION DEADLINE  

 
31 October 2021 
 

BACKGROUND 

 

The Japanese International Cooperation Agency (JICA) is inviting suitable candidates to apply for the SDGs Global Leadership 
Programme scholarships for 2022 academic year. The SDGs Global Leader Programme aims to improve the capacities of mid-
career public officials, academic researchers, and other people who are expected to contribute to the socioeconomic 
development of their respective countries. The programme will provide participants with the opportunity to learn about 
Japanese development experiences as well as obtaining a Master’s degree/PhD in a Japanese university. This opportunity is 
exclusively for young to middle level public sector officials and academics. Priority will be given to candidates studying in 
Engineering, Science, Technology, Agriculture, Environment, Energy, Marine Science, Health, Mining, Rural Development, Public 
Policy, and Education.  
 
The SDGs Global Leader Programme starts in September 2022 and includes 2-year Master’s programme or a 3-year PhD 
programme. 
 

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 

 

 Young or middle level government officials and academics who have an interest in contributing to policy formulation or 
implementation in public administration and economics in dealing with political and developmental issues; 

 Citizens of South Africa; 

 Must be between 22 and 39 years old (as of April 1st, 2022); 

 Must have achieved a minimum average of 65% in academic transcripts; 

 Must be proficient in English (university may require proof of proficiency); 

 Must have prior work experience (6 months or more); 

 Master’s in SDGs Global Leader programme applicants must have a Bachelor’s degree (B-Tech included) with honours 
or equivalent to NQF8 or above; 

 PhD in SDGs Global Leader programme applicants must have a Master’s degree or equivalent to NQF9 or above; 

 Must be in good health condition, both physically and mentally, to complete the programme; 

 Must not receive or plan to receive a scholarship offered by other organizations, and 

 Must attend additional activities on the weekends once or twice per year in unavoidable circumstances. 
 

IMPORTANT NOTIFICATIONS: 

 
What the scholarship offers: 

 Full tuition fee; 

 Monthly allowance between JYP 143 000 – JYP 148 000 (approximately R19 000 – R20 000); 

 Air fare for single return from Johannesburg to Tokyo, Japan; 

 Orientation: basic Japanese language course and introductory course for Japanese life; 

https://www.jica.go.jp/english/index.html?


 Outfit allowance of JYP 106 000 (approximately R14 200); 

 Moving/preparation allowance up to JYP 224 000 (approximately R30 200); 

 Research support fees up to JYP 224 000 (approximately R48 500) on approval from JICA/accepted university. 
 
- Applicants are required to undertake their own research into programmes and institutions and are responsible for ensuring 
that the qualifications will be recognised in South Africa. 
- Applicants from the private sector are NOT eligible.  
- Applicants are completely responsible for obtaining all necessary approvals from their employers. 
- Participants will need to make financial provision for excluded expenses including Passport fees and Visa fees. 
 
Please refer to the General Information document (attached) and link for further information.  
 

HOW TO APPLY 

 
Please go to the link for application documents and University List for SDGs Global Leader Programme  (Log-in details - Guest ID 

: SDGS   Password : t2GbUu_5)   

 

Applicants need to submit the following documents:   

 Application form; 

 Certified copy/copies of undergraduate/postgraduate degree certificate(s); 

 Certified Academic transcript(s); 

 A certified copy of valid passport with photo, valid National ID and birth certificate are acceptable if you do not have 

a passport; 

 2 ID photos (4 cm×3 cm) pasted on application form; 

 Health certificate to be submitted after the 4th Selection. 

  

Applicants must specify desired universities, graduate schools, courses, (and supervisors) from the University list. 

 

Please email marked PDF files of application documents (Less than 10MB) to the contact below by 31st October 2021 and 

the original typewritten applications must be submitted to JICA office as per the address below by 10th November 2021. 

  

Eva Nderumaki (Ms) 

Japan International Cooperation Agency 

JICA South Africa Office 

Lord Charles Office Block, Building B, 1st Floor 

337 Brooklyn Street, Brooklyn, Pretoria 0181 

Republic of South Africa 

Tel: +27 (0)12 346 4493   E-mail: Nderumakieva.SO@jica.go.jp and so_oso_rep@jica.go.jp 

 

Please send a complete copy with all supporting documents, that you have submitted online to the Faculty Research Office – 

natasha.jeftha@up.ac.za  

 

APPLICATION DEADLINES: 

 

31 October 2021 

 

CONTACTS FOR CALL QUERIES 

 

http://www.internationalscholarships.dhet.gov.za/index.php/component/content/article/15-international-scholarships/131-japan-sdgs-global-leader-programme?Itemid=101&idU=1&utm_source=newsletter_4774&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=international-scholarships-japan-cyprus-korea-united-kingdom-germany-and-switzerland
https://jica.gigapod.jp/app/pb/pages/login?guestkey=9e964222ac2446eafdd9de77d9236c2f67277a7f
mailto:Nderumakieva.SO@jica.go.jp
mailto:so_oso_rep@jica.go.jp
mailto:natasha.jeftha@up.ac.za


 

Faculty Contact person: Natasha Jeftha – R4-15 HW Snyman North, Prinshof Campus, 012 319 2378, Natasha.jeftha@up.ac.za  

Institutional Contact person: Leanne van Zyl - Department of Research & Innovation, Graduate Center - West Entrance, Office 

No 1-54 /1-55, 012 420 6639, leanne.vanzyl@up.ac.za 

JICA South Africa Office: Eva Nderumaki (Ms) - Lord Charles Office Block, Building B, 1st Floor 337 Brooklyn Street, Brooklyn, 

Pretoria: +27 (0)12 346 4493   E-mail: Nderumakieva.SO@jica.go.jp and so_oso_rep@jica.go.jp 

 

mailto:Natasha.jeftha@up.ac.za
http://leanne.vanzyl@up.ac.za/
mailto:Nderumakieva.SO@jica.go.jp
mailto:so_oso_rep@jica.go.jp

