
BRICS|6TH BRICS Young Scientist Forum Announcement and Call for Abstracts 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDG) focus area(s) 

 

 
 

APPLICATION DEADLINE  

 
6th August 2021  
BACKGROUND 

 

The decision to establish the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa) Young Scientist Forum (YSF) was taken at the 
2nd BRICS Science, Technology, and Innovation (STI) Ministerial Meeting held in Brazil in March 2015. India assumed the BRICS 
rotational Presidency of 2021. As part of its BRICS STI activities, India will host the 6th BRICS Young Scientist Conclave in line 
with the decision taken at the BRICS STI Jaipur Ministerial in October 2016 that these events will be held on a rotational basis. 
 
The main goals of the 6th BRICS YSF are: 
 
• To ensure that BRICS Young Scientists have collaborative and networking opportunities that will help harness their knowledge 
to resolve common societal challenges through research and innovation. 
• To strengthen the advancement of skills and research competencies of youth, primarily below the age of 35 years drawn from 
Science, Engineering, and other allied disciplines. 
• To build BRICS leadership in science, technology, and innovation through creative youth with capacity and capability to 
accelerate, change individually and collectively through the BRICS Youth Alumni. 
• To reinforce BRICS nations' and regional STI policies, youth policies, skill development and entrepreneurship policies. 
 
The theme for the 2021 conclave will include Healthcare; Climate Change and Energy Solutions; and Artificial Intelligence, Space 
and Connectivity. As a nominating partner, the Academy of Science of South Africa (ASSAf) in collaboration with the Department 
of Science and Innovation (DSI) invites the submission of abstracts for oral presentations for the 6th BRICS Young Scientist 
Forum, to be held virtually by the Department of Science and Technology of India, from 13 to 16 September 2021.   
 
The main areas of intervention for research and innovation in healthcare will be focussed around following themes: 
 
• Environmental and social health determinants. 
• non-communicable and rare diseases. 
• infectious diseases including poverty-related and neglected diseases. 
• tools, technologies and digital solutions for health and care including personalised medicine. 
• next generation influenza vaccines, medicines, genomics. 
• health care systems. 
 

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 

 
This call is open to early career researchers who are based in South Africa. Applicants should meet the following criteria to 
participate: 
 

• South African citizenship or permanent resident status.  

• Be under the age of forty (40).  

• Be a doctoral, post-doctoral candidate or a young scientist in possession of a PhD. 

https://www.brics-ysf.org/


 

• Have research interests in the thematic areas listed (Please refer to the attachment). 

• Commit to be present for the duration of the conference.  

• Submit an abstract that will be the basis for a presentation at the conference. 
 

The applicants who have already participated in the previous editions of BRICS Young Scientist Conclaves are NOT eligible to 
apply. Candidates working in private companies are also NOT eligible to apply. 
 

IMPORTANT NOTIFICATIONS: 

 

• There is no registration fee to attend the forum.  

• Further information about the forum and related logistics will be circulated to the successful applicants.   

• A newsletter reflection writeup for ASSAf will be required from each of the attending young scientists. 

 

HOW TO APPLY 

 
Applications can be submitted online and all applicants must submit:  

 

• Abstract. 

• Application form (attached). 

• CV. 

• Short motivation (1 page at most) as to why you should be chosen and what you will do with the skills, networks and 

experience gained at this event. 

 

Further application details can be found on the attached document. 

 

Please note that emailed applications will NOT be considered.  

 

Please send a complete copy with all supporting documents, that you have submitted online to the Faculty Research Office – 

natasha.jeftha@up.ac.za  

 

APPLICATION DEADLINES: 

 

6th August 2021 
 

CONTACTS FOR CALL QUERIES 

 

Faculty Contact person: Natasha Jeftha – R4-15 HW Snyman North, Prinshof Campus, 012 319 2378, Natasha.jeftha@up.ac.za  

Institutional Contact person:  Leanne van Zyl - Department of Research & Innovation, Graduate Center - West Entrance, Office 

No 1-54 /1-55, 012 420 6639, leanne.vanzyl@up.ac.za 

https://cutt.ly/VmHALI9
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