Faculty of Engineering, Built Environment and Information Technology
BSc (Architecture
The Department of Architecture presents the undergraduate
programme BSc (Architecture) that explores the design of meaningful
environments across varying scales, from intimate interior spaces to
more significant interventions in landscapes. Specialised programmes
in architecture, interior architecture and landscape architecture are
introduced at the postgraduate level.

What does the programme entail?

The curriculum for the BSc (Architecture) programme integrates
knowledge from the humanities and the natural sciences to develop
students’ spatial design skills, and aims to instil a culture of lifelong
learning in graduates. Students attend classes in the following subject
streams:
Design and Applied Theory
Architecture students attain half of the credits for every year of
study in the significant module of design, which is presented in tandem
with architectural theory to equip students with a pertinent vocabulary
and theoretical underpinning. Design is a studio-based module in
which projects over a range of scales and complexities are undertaken
to encourage students to develop critical and independent design
thinking, the ability to evaluate design within a social,
cultural and ecological framework, and to explore imaginative and
appropriate solutions. In the studio, design discernment is fostered
through ongoing discussion, peer learning, and formal and informal
assessment. The Department promotes design that is generative rather
than stylistically or iconically driven, and students are encouraged to
appreciate the universal (global) while engaging with the particular
(local).
Community and Practice
Students participate in collaborative community projects that are
directed by our research and initiatives in urban citizenship, as well
as the Faculty’s community engagement module. In the third year of
study, the focus turns to the management of a professional practice
and the legal context of construction contract law.
Construction
The study of construction theory, materials and methods is presented
as an extension of design to enable the designer to give tangible
expression to built form and realisation to an architectural concept.
Design Communication
Design communication offers students the opportunity to develop skills
in harnessing especially the digital tools that are essential to designers
in the twenty-first century. It deals with visual communication, digital
visualisation and representation, and the management of document
and building information.
Earth Studies
Earth studies introduce students to ecosystemic accountability and
systems thinking to guide them towards designing for well-being in the
built environment from social, cultural and environmental points of
view. It includes ecological themes that extend to approaches that
underpin and inform inclusive, ecological, passive and responsive
design.

Career opportunities

The BSc (Architecture) degree is accredited by the South African Council
for the Architectural Professions and allows graduates to enter
professional practice as technologists. To be able to register
as a candidate architect, landscape architect or interior architect, they
need to complete two additional professional postgraduate
programmes. Note that the Department recommends at least one year
of work or travel before postgraduate studies are undertaken. Through
a commitment to innovation and internationally recognised
programmes, the Department maintains professional qualifications of
a high standard. The graduates of the Department are highly regarded
both locally and abroad, in academia as well as in practice.
Architects design spaces and buildings to satisfy our daily needs
and improve the environment in which we live. They need abilities and
skills that range from the practical to the artistic, and from the technical
to the theoretical. As professionals, they conceptualise, design and
document building projects and oversee quality control during
construction. Architects are ethically and legally bound through
institutes and a government-controlled council, which protects the
interests of the public. Architects may manage their own practices
or work for other—often multidisciplinary—firms, or can make
contributions to the government sector and education.
The majority of our graduates work in professional practice, often in
multidisciplinary firms. Still, there is a wide range of other possibilities
that branch out from the spatial design disciplines: from furniture to
urban design, ecological planning to entrepreneurship, as well as in
research and advisory positions in the public and private sector.
Admission by selection
A limited number of students are admitted to the Department
annually. Admission is determined by a three-part selection process
explicitly developed to level the playing field between students coming
from different educational and cultural backgrounds.
Please refer to www.up.ac.za/architecture for information on the selection
requirements and process.

Minimum admission requirements for NSC/IEB
Minimum requirements for NSC and IEB for 2023

Programmes
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BSc (Architecture)
[3 years]
Closing date: 30 June

Achievement level
English Home
Language or English
First Additional
Language

Mathematics

Physical Sciences

5

4

4

APS

27

For advice on a second-choice programme, please consult a Student Advisor. To make an appointment, send an email to carol.bosch@up.ac.za.
Will only be considered as first study choice.
Selection programme: Selection includes an interview.
Careers: The BSc (Architecture) degree programme enables graduates to register with the South African Council for the Architectural Profession (SACAP) as candidate architectural
technologists. The qualification is the first step to future registration as a candidate senior architectural technologist or a candidate architect.

Minimum admission requirements for qualifications other than the NSC/IEB
For qualifications not indicated in the table below, refer to the conversion table in the brochure: 2023 Undergraduate programme information Qualifications other than the National Senior Certificate (NSC) and Independent Examination Board (IEB) at www.up.ac.za/programmes >
Undergraduate > Admission information

Contact information:
Dr Nico Botes (Coordinator: Undergraduate Programme in Architecture)
Tel +27 (0)12 420 4600, Email arch@up.ac.za, Website www.up.ac.za/architecture

