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What does the programme entail?

Quantity surveyors are independent, professional consultants who are 
responsible for the financial management of construction projects. 
They provide specialised financial and contractual services, and 
advice to clients in the construction industry. They act in collaboration 
with, among others, architects, consulting engineers and building 
contractors to promote the interests of the client.

What will I do?
	� Quantify construction drawings to prepare budgets and tender 

documents
	� Protect the interests of the client and contractors
	� Consult with developers, architects, engineers and building 

contractors

Who are the ideal candidates? 

The ideal candidate should have:
	� Strong numeracy skills
	� Attention to detail
	� Negotiation skills
	� Organisational skills
	� Discipline
	� Interpersonal skills

What makes this programme unique?

The three-year Bachelor of Science in Quantity Surveying and Bachelor 
of Science Honours in Quantity Surveying programmes are accredited 
nationally by the South African Council for the Quantity Surveying 
Profession (SACQSP) and internationally by the Royal Institute of 
Chartered Surveyors (RICS). 

The RICS has a worldwide footprint, which provides our degrees in 
quantity surveying with international recognition. The Department 
also offers master’s and doctoral degrees, which can be obtained by 
submitting a thesis and passing an oral examination.

Career opportunities

Various job opportunities exist in the construction industry. The 
majority of quantity surveyors are employed in quantity surveying 
practices in the private sector. Quantity surveyors can also be 
employed as a contractor’s QS with construction companies.

After registration with the South African Council for the Quantity 
Surveying Profession (SACQSP), quantity surveyors may become 
partners or directors in the firms where they are employed, or they 
could start their own practices. 
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Minimum admission requirements

Programme
Minimum requirements for NSC/IEB for 2026

Achievement level

APS
SCHOOL FOR THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT

English Home 
Language or English 

First Additional 
Language

Mathematics Physical Sciences  
or Accounting

Bachelor of Science in Quantity Surveying
[3 years] 5 5 4 30

The suggested second-choice programmes for Bachelor of Science in Quantity Surveying are Bachelor of Science in Construction Management and  
Bachelor of Science in Real Estate.

Contact information Dr Inge Pieterse (Programme Leader: Quantity Surveying)  |  Tel +27 (0)12 420 6534   |  Email inge.pieterse@up.ac.za
Websites  www.up.ac.za/construction-economics  |  www.up.ac.za/school-for-the-built-environment  |  www.up.ac.za/ebit-postgraduate

Quantity surveyors also 
work for construction 
firms or establish their 

own building enterprises 
and construction 

companies.

Various government departments 
employ quantity surveyors, who 

are also employed by the property 
sector, banking, insurance industry, 

engineering and manufacturing 
industries, which offer further 

career options.

Where are quantity surveyors employed?

Duration of the programme

Bachelor of Science in Quantity Surveying
This three-year programme qualifies Bachelor of Science in Quantity 
Surveying graduates to support professional quantity surveyors 
with all types of construction work, particularly buildings and 
infrastructure.

Bachelor of Science Honours in Quantity Surveying
The one-year Bachelor of Science Honours in Quantity Surveying 
programme qualifies graduates to start a professional quantity 

surveying career in construction and related industries. After 
submitting proof of the prescribed professional practical experience 
and the successful completion of an assessment of professional 
competence, graduates may register with the South African Council 
for the Quantity Surveying Profession (SACQSP). 

The honours degree requires students to work part-time at quantity 
surveying firms, or other relevant establishments for a minimum 
of 240 hours to supplement their theoretical studies with hands-on 
practical experience. Students will be expected to keep and submit  
a logbook on the prescribed template.



Refer to the International undergraduate prospectus at www.up.ac.za/programmes > Undergraduate > Admission Information  
or click here for more information.
	� The closing date for applications for programmes in this faculty is 30 June.
	� Meeting the minimum admission requirements does not guarantee admission into a programme.

FACULTY OF ENGINEERING,  
BUILT ENVIRONMENT AND 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Programmes

Minimum requirements for 2026
Achievement level

Compulsory 
subjects

GCSE #

HIGCSE
NSSC HL

AS Level A Level IB

KOMBI 
ABITUR

KCSE

The qualifications in the 
two columns below will 
be considered only for 
conditional admission.

If final AS and/or 
A levels have been 

completed, these two 
columns will not apply. 
It can also not be used 

for final admission and/
or registration.

GCE
CIE

NSSC 
AS

GCE
CIE

CGCE
UACE
WAEC
ZGCE

IB SL IB HLCIE

IGCSE
LGCSE
BGCSE
EGCSE

O Level
NSSC OL

CGCE
UCE

NECO
WAEC

WASSCE
ZGCE

UK

England
Wales

Northern 
Ireland

Pearson 
Edexcel 

GCSE

Bachelor of Science in Architecture
English 
Mathematics 
Physics

C 
D 
D

4
3
3

3
3
3

C 
D 
D

E 
E 
E

4
2
2

3
2
2

60-69%
50-59%
50-59%

B
C+ 
C+

Bachelor of Town and Regional Planning English 
Mathematics

C 
D

4
3

3
3

C 
D

E 
E

4
2

3
2

60-69%
50-59%

B
C+

Bachelor of Science in Construction 
Management

English 
Mathematics 
Physics 
Chemistry (or 
Accounting*)

C 
C 
D 
D

4
4
3
3

3
3
3
3

C 
C 
D 
D

E 
E 
E 
E

4
4
2
2

3
3
2
2

60-69%
60-69%
50-59%
50-59%

B
B
C+
C+

Bachelor of Science in Real Estate

Bachelor of Science in Quantity 
Surveying

Bachelor of Engineering in Industrial 
Engineering

English 
Mathematics 
Physics 
Chemistry

C
B
B
B

4
5
5
5

3
2
2
2

C 
B 
B 
B

E 
D 
D 
D

4
5
5
5

3
4
4
4

60-69%
70-79%
70-79%
70-79%

B
B+
B+
B+

Bachelor of Engineering in Chemical 
Engineering

Bachelor of Engineering in Civil 
Engineering

Bachelor of Engineering in Electrical 
Engineering

Bachelor of Engineering in Electronic 
Engineering

Bachelor of Engineering in Mechanical 
Engineering

Bachelor of Engineering in Metallurgical 
Engineering

Bachelor of Engineering in Mining 
Engineering

Bachelor of Engineering in Computer 
Engineering
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# Only English with at least a C symbol on this level can be used for final admission.
* Offer both PHYSICS and CHEMISTRY, or ACCOUNTING only

Minimum requirements for 
applicants with a school 
leaving certificate not issued 
by Umalusi (South Africa)

https://www.up.ac.za/students/article/2749263/admission-information


FACULTY OF ENGINEERING,  
BUILT ENVIRONMENT AND 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Programmes

Minimum requirements for 2026
Achievement level

Compulsory 
subjects

GCSE #

HIGCSE
NSSC HL

AS Level A Level IB

KOMBI 
ABITUR

KCSE

The qualifications in the 
two columns below will 
be considered only for 
conditional admission.

If final AS and/or 
A levels have been 

completed, these two 
columns will not apply. 
It can also not be used 

for final admission and/
or registration.

GCE
CIE

NSSC 
AS

GCE
CIE

CGCE
UACE
WAEC
ZGCE

IB SL IB HLCIE

IGCSE
LGCSE
BGCSE
EGCSE

O Level
NSSC OL

CGCE
UCE

NECO
WAEC

WASSCE
ZGCE

UK

England
Wales

Northern 
Ireland

Pearson 
Edexcel 

GCSE

Bachelor of Information Technology in 
Information Systems

English 
Mathematics

C 
C

4
4

3
3

C 
C

E 
E

4
4

3
3

60-69%
60-69%

B
B

Bachelor of Information Science English D 3 3 D E 3 2 50-59% C+

Bachelor of Information Science 
specialising in Publishing English C 4 3 C E 4 3 60-69% B

Bachelor of Information Science 
specialising in Multimedia**

English 
Mathematics

D 
C

3
4

3
3

D 
C

E 
E

3
4

2
3

50-59%
60-69%

C+
B

Bachelor of Science in Computer Science English 
Mathematics

C
B

4
5

3
2

C 
B

E 
D

4
5

3
4

60-69%
70-79%

B
B+

Bachelor of Science in Information 
Technology in Information and 
Knowledge Systems

English 
Mathematics

D
B

3
5

3
2

D 
B

E 
D

3
5

3
4

50-59%
70-79%

C+
B+

Bachelor of Engineering 
This is a 5-year programme in all 
Engineering disciplines.
Previously called ENGAGE

English 
Mathematics 
Physics 
Chemistry

C 
C 
C 
C

4
4
4
4

3
3
3
3

C 
C 
C 
C

E 
E 
E 
E

4
4
4
4

3
3
3
3

60-69%
65%
65%
65%

B
B
B
B

# Only English with at least a C symbol on this level can be used for final admission.
* Offer both PHYSICS and CHEMISTRY, or ACCOUNTING only
**Possible name change to: Bachelor of Information Science specialising in Interactive Technology
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