
Make today matter

Fakulteit Geesteswetenskappe
Lefapha la Bomotho

Faculty of Humanities

Disclaimer:  Refer to the faculty brochure at www.up.ac.za/programmes > Undergraduate

Who are the ideal 
candidates? 

If you are interested 
in world affairs and 
relations between and among states 
and different actors, then you are an 
ideal candidate.

To excel in this programme you should 
be a:
 committed global citizen;
 interested in the world around you; 

and
 want to improve relations between 

states.

Successful students refine their 
research, communication and data 
analysis skills and are widely sought 
after in the private and public sectors.

What makes 
this programme 
unique?

The combination of thought provoking, 
relevant content, expert lecturers and 
analytical skills gained by the student.
Our degree programmes are accepted 
at other, also non-South African, 
universities. Many of our students are 
accepted into universities directly and 
continue studies ‘abroad’.

Core Modules
International Relations is the major 
subject with other core modules from 
political science. 

Elective Modules
Elective module will supplement your understanding of international 
politics and hone your own political values and attitudes. You can choose 
from a range of modules including: philosophy, geography, history, 
religious studies, sociology, economics and an international language.

Your coursework will incorporate text analysis, simulations, individual and group 
assignments and case study analysis to help you build your knowledge and expertise.

This programme focuses on international 
events, how international relations develops, 
and events in international politics. It also 
contributes to students’ education as citizens 
of the country and the world. 

In a globalising world, international political 
relations include interstate or government 
interactions, international organisations and 
non-state actors. 

They include political and military matters 
and non-political affairs with international 
implications. International studies 
include peace, security, development and 
justice. This programme establishes an 
understanding of international relations and 
develops the skills you will need to analyse 
and explain world politics at a national, 
regional and global level. 

It is based on the political sciences and 
related disciplines. International relations is 
the major subject and has to be taken up to 
the final year. 

People differ in their understanding of 
international relations, and the discipline  
of international studies acknowledges  
this diversity. 
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Minimum admission requirements

Programme
Minimum requirements for NSC/IEB for 2024

Achievement level

APS
POLITICAL SCIENCES

English Home Language
or English First

Additional Language

BPolSci (International Studies)
[3 years] 5 30

To retain admission, you must obtain an APS of at least 28 in the NSC. 
Careers: International relations, diplomatic service, political consultation, conflict resolution, policy analysis, strategic intelligence, governance, international political economics and 
risk analysis

‘I am currently studying 
towards completing 
my BPolSci degree in 
International Relations 
and my subjects are 
International Relations, 
Political Science and 
History. I have always had 
a keen interest in politics 

and wanted to enroll for a degree that would be 
intellectually challenging. This programme is very 
interesting and I would not hesitate to recommend 
it to anyone who is interested in this field of study. I 
have developed a deeper understanding of the world 
and I now understand why certain pressing issues 
occur. 

The degree in International Relations not only 
teaches students what to think, but how to think. 
It has enhanced my critical thinking and I have 
become far more curious about things that happen 
in the world. The atmosphere in this Department 
is very lively. The topics discussed are thought 
provoking and challenge my views of the current 
political landscape. The lectures are captivating  
and inspiring.’

Carika Middelberg – BPolSci (International Studies)

‘I am a final-year BPolSci 
student. This programme 
prepares students to 
participate in the political 
life of their communities 
and the nation. 

My motivation for 
choosing this degree 
was my awareness of the 

inequalities that have existed in South Africa since 
the apartheid era and still continue to exist. I once 
believed that with the African National Congress 
(ANC) in power, the political situation in South 
Africa would change and that political change would 
result in economic and social change. However, the 
situation regarding inequality remains unchanged 
and my goal is to see the inequalities addressed and 
every citizen of the country satisfied—a goal I hope 
to achieve by studying politics.

I highly recommend the BPolSci degree to 
anyone who is interested in developing a clearer 
understanding of their community and of the 
reasons for certain political activities. By first 
understanding what is going on in their own 
communities, students become able to link the 
political activities in their own community with 
those in the rest of the country and the world 
at large.

The reason why I enjoy studying in this Department 
is because it enables me to look at the world through 
a different lens, which makes it easier for me to 
make sense of what is happening around me.’

Letlhogonolo Alex Senokanyane  
– BPolSci (Political Studies)

Contact information
Mr Roland Henwood  |  Tel +27 (0)12 420 2687  |  Email roland.henwood@up.ac.za
Ms Baleseng Ragophala  |  Tel +27 (0)12 429 2206  |  Email baleseng.ragophala@up.ac.za

Which companies employ  
our graduates?

 National, Provincial and Local Government
 Academic and research organisations
 International organisations and multinational corporations
 Range of private businesses
 Embassies, Media offices and Political parties

BPolSci (International 
Studies)
(continues)
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Minimum requirements for qualifications other than the National 
Senior Certificate (NSC) and the Independent Examination Board (IEB)

Faculty of Humanities
Fakulteit Geesteswetenskappe 
Lefapha la Bomotho

Programmes

Minimum requirements for 2024

Achievement level

Compulsory 
subjects

GCSE #

HIGCSE
NSSC	HL

AS	Level A	Level IB

KOMBI	
ABITUR KCSE

CIE

IGCSE 
LGCSE
BGCSE
SGCSE

O	Level
NSSC	OL
CGCE
UCE
NECO
WAEC	
ZIMSEC

UK	

England
Wales

Northern	
Ireland

GCE
CIE

NSSC	AS

GCE
CIE
CGCE
UACE
WAEC	
ZIMSEC

IB	SL IB	HL

These qualifications 
will be considered for 
conditional admission 

only.

BA (Speech-Language Pathology) 
English

Mathematics
C
D

4
3

3
3

C
D

E
E

4
2

3
2

60-69%
50-59%

B
C+BA (Audiology) 

BSocSci (Philosophy, Politics and Economics) English
Mathematics

C
C

4
4

3
3

C
C

E
E

4
4

3
3

60-69%
60-69%

B
B

BA (Fine Arts) 

English C 4 3 C E 4 3 60-69% B

BA (Information Design) 

Bachelor of Drama (BDram) 

BA (Law) 

Bachelor of Social Work (BSW) 

BA 

BA (Languages) 

BPolSci (International Studies) 

BPolSci (Political Studies) 

BA (Visual Studies) 

BSocSci (Industrial Sociology and  
Labour Studies) 

BSocSci (Heritage and Cultural Tourism) 

Bachelor of Music (BMus) English
Music*

C
D

4
3

3
3

C
D

E
E

4
2

3
2

60-69%
50-59%

B
C+

Bachelor of Music (BMus)—Extended 
programme 

English
Music**

D
D

3
3

3
3

D
D

E
E

2
2

2
2

50-59%
50-59%

C+
C+

BA (Fine Arts)—Extended programme English D 3 3 D E 2 2 50-59% C+

Bachelor of Drama (BDram) —Extended 
programme English D 3 3 D E 2 2 50-59% C+

#  Only English with at least a C symbol on this level can be used for final admission. All other subject requirements per faculty must be on the A Level and/or AS Level for 
final admission before registration—refer to subject requirements in the table above.

* or Grade VII Practical and Grade V Theory (Unisa/Royal Schools/Trinity) or a comparable standard and a practical audition and theoretical test passed with 60%.
**  or Grade V Practical and Grade III Theory (Unisa/Royal Schools/Trinity) or a comparable standard and a practical audition and theoretical test passed with 50%.




