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Global Malaria (2019)
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Five species of Plasmodium genus cause malaria in humans

Malaria is caused Plasmodium parasites

P. falciparum

P. Vivax

P. ovale

P. malariae

P. knowlesi
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Plasmodium spp. life cycle
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Malaria Parasite Molecular Laboratory (M2PL)
Biology and Drug Discovery

Community of Practice on ‘Evaluating malaria control interventions’. 
A multisectoral transdisciplinary program working at local, national and 
international level to evaluate health innovations for malaria therapeutic 
strategies with the overall to aid in malaria elimination. Involves academia, 
National Department of Health, community stakeholders and industry partners.
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Parasite biology

Functional genomic 
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Identify unique and 
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and sexual differentiation
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Drug discovery
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Blocking transmission
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Parasite surveillance
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Malaria Parasite Molecular Laboratory (M2PL)
Biology and Drug Discovery

Strategic focus within the One Health sphere

Transdisciplinary approach to identify health innovations that target transmission 
of vector-borne parasitic diseases of importance to human health

Prof L Birkholtz
SARChI Chair in Sustainable Malaria Control
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