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Annexures

1.  School-leavers
�� A valid NSC/IEB or equivalent qualification with admission for degree purposes is required.
�� Subject requirements and the required Admission Point Score (APS) are indicated in the table on page 2 in this brochure. The APS is 

calculated from the achievement levels obtained in six 20-credit NSC subjects. 
�� Life Orientation is excluded when calculating the APS.
�� Conditional admission is based on Grade 11 final examination results, or equivalent, being the final results of the year preceding the 

last year of schooling, final admission on NSC/IEB or equivalent performance in Mathematics, English and Physical Sciences, as well as 
the Veterinary Science Value Added Form (VNVAF) (Refer to Annexures E and F).

�� Additional admission criteria may be used including an interview and additional selection tests.
�� School-leaving applicants who are conditionally admitted based on their Grade 11 results will forfeit their placement if their NSC APS is 

more than 2 points lower than the Grade 11 APS used for conditional admission.

2. Applicants with previous higher education exposure
There is an opportunity for students with previous higher education experience to also apply for the BVetNurs programme. Also refer to 
Annexure F for the calculation of UMAS.
  
3. International students
�� A small number of international students may be admitted to the programme, including those from neighbouring Southern African 

Development Community (SADC) countries. 
�� Applicants who are accepted receive a letter of confirmation from the University, which will facilitate their application for a study permit. 
�� A valid study permit, obtained in the country of origin, is a prerequisite for registration. 
�� International applicants must comply with all UP’s and the Department of Home Affairs’ regulations related to international students. 
�� The APS Conversion table appears in Annexure A.
�� Please consult the International Cooperation Division’s Newcomer’s Guide for more information:  

www.up.ac.za/media/shared/361/up_icd-guide-2019_devv2.zp165966.pdf.

4. Conditional admission
�� Conditionally admitted applicants will forfeit their placement if they do not comply with the relevant conditions (refer to Annexure G)

 

Annexure D (continued)
Bachelor of Veterinary Nursing (BVetNurs) 08130006: Selection categories
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Annexure E
Veterinary Science or Veterinary Nursing Value Added Form (VSVAF/VNVAF)

1.	 The Veterinary Science Value Added Form (VSVAF) or the Veterinary Nursing Value Added Form (VNVAF) is intended to guide 
applicants in the type of prior exposure that will help them to make an informed decision about a veterinary or veterinary nursing 
career and prepare them for their studies.

2.	 Each applicant’s VSVAF/VNVAF is scored (for the purpose of selection) using a rubric. The rubric as well as scores per question may 
be adjusted annually by the selection committee based on new information and the needs of the FVS and the veterinary or veterinary 
nursing industries in RSA.

3.	 Submission of the VSVAF/VNVAF is compulsory, and the score obtained contributes 20% towards the merit point score used for 
selection within each category as explained in Annexure C or D. 

4.	 The final date for online submission of the VSVAF/VNVAF in order to be considered is 31 August. An applicant who does not submit 
the VSVAF/VNVAF by 31 August will no longer be considered for selection.

5.	 Applicants must complete the VSVAF/VNVAF with each application, except for school leavers considered in the second round of 
selection in January, in which case the score obtained during the first round of selection in July will be transferred to the second round 
of selection in January. 

6.	 Applicants submitting the VSVAF/VNVAF must submit evidence for sections 1, 2 and 3 in the form, and must write short reflection 
about their experience in the case of section 2. 

7.	 Applicants can download the forms to be completed for section 3 (Annexure F). These forms will be used as evidence to validate the 
information provided by the applicant.

8.	 Prospective BVSc students must shadow a veterinarian and prospective BVetNurs students must shadow a veterinary nurse. 
9.	 Any false information provided by an applicant on the Veterinary Value Added Form may result in immediate cancellation of the 

application.
10.	 The Faculty recognises the impact that the COVID-19 regulations had on the ability of our 2021 applicants to gain workplace exposure 

in the various professional areas of practice (veterinarian or veterinary nurse). The Faculty however resolved that the potential effects 
would have impacted on all applicants in a similar way, and no changes have been made to the Value Added Form or the calculation 
of the Merit Point Scores in the different selection categories.

A summary of the content of the Veterinary Science Value Added Form (VSVAF) or the Veterinary Nursing Value Added Form (VNVAF) 
that prospective veterinary and veterinary nursing students at the University of Pretoria will complete online after the application is 
processed.

The sections used in the VSVAF/VNVAF are as follows:

1. 	 Evidence of a balanced lifestyle to promote 
and sustain personal wellness (sports, culture, 
leadership, religious, adventure and other such 
activities)

2.	 Animal experience

�� School/university official leadership positions
�� School/university/club/provincial or other activities

You will be required to upload evidence

Maximum score awarded:  5 points

Personal experience and observation of the following:
�� An animal being killed for humane purposes
�� An animal being slaughtered (only for BVSc applicants)
�� An animal giving birth

You will be required to upload evidence and reflect on your 
experience in writing

Maximum score awarded:  6 points

3.  Evidence of career shadowing and recommendation by a relevant professional person

Indicate if you have accompanied a veterinarian or veterinary nurse (depending on the programme that you are applying for) in the 
following areas:
�� Farm and food animal private practice*
�� Small animal private practice
�� State veterinary office (only for BVSc applicants)
�� Other (research, academia, pharmaceutical)
�� Welfare organisation

You will be required to submit proof (Annexure F1/F2)

Maximum score awarded:  11 points

* Farm and food animal private practice include practices working with cattle, horses, sheep, goats, pigs, ostriches, poultry, fish and wildlife.
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Annexure F1: BVSc
Career Shadowing Validation form: BVSc applicants

Prospective BVSc students should shadow a veterinarian

This form must only be completed by a SAVC-registered veterinary professional (veterinarian), depending on the programme that the 
prospective student is applying for.

Name of BVSc applicant/prospective student:

ID number of applicant/prospective student:

Name of veterinarian: 

SAVC registration no: 

Practice/office/organisation name: 

Contact telephone number of veterinarian:

Period shadowed: From: To:

Activities observed by applicant:

Additional comments by veterinarian:

Signed at (place)

by (full names of veterinarian)

on this                           day of                                            20

Signature of veterinarian Signature of applicant/prospective student
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Annexure F2: BVetNurs
Career Shadowing Validation form: BVetNurs applicants

Prospective BVetNurs students should shadow a veterinary nurse. 

This form must only be completed by a SAVC-registered veterinary professional (veterinary nurse), depending on the programme that 
the prospective student is applying for.

Name of BVetNurs applicant/prospective student:

ID number of applicant/prospective student:

Name of veterinary nurse: 

SAVC registration no: 

Practice/office/organisation name: 

Contact telephone number of veterinary nurse:

Period shadowed: From: To:

Activities observed by applicant:

Additional comments by veterinary nurse:

Signed at (place)

by (full names of veterinary nurse)

on this                           day of                                            20

Signature of veterinary nurse Signature of applicant/prospective student
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Annexure G 
Specific conditions after conditional selection for BVSc or BVetNurs

Category Minimum requirements to be placed on the selection list

A1 South African school-leavers enrolled for 
the NSC or IEB

�� If conditionally selected on grounds of final Gr 11 results, the Merit Point Score based on NSC or IEB results 
should not be more than 5% lower than that based on final Grade 11 scores that resulted in selection.

�� If conditionally selected on grounds of final Gr 11 results, the APS for the final NSC or IEB results should still 
meet the minimum required APS of 35 for BVSc or 28 for BVetNurs

�� If conditionally selected on grounds of final Gr 11 results, the final NSC or IEB results should still meet 
the minimum required score of 60% for BVSc or 50% for BVetNurs for English, Mathematics and Physical 
Sciences

�� Forfeiture will not be reversed based on amended NSC or IEB results after the remarking of NSC or IEB 
examination papers.

A3 South African school-leavers in other 
educational schooling systems (IGCSE/
GCSE/NSSC OL/O level or HIGCSE/NSSC 
HL or A/AS level or IB Diploma or ABITUR)

�� Applicants conditionally selected must submit a certificate for admission to degree studies or complete or 
conditional exemption by USAf prior to registration.

B1 – B5 Applicants with university exposure �� Applicants conditionally selected must pass all modules registered for at the time of selection, during the 
examination period after selection. 

�� Applicants conditionally selected may not drop any required 1st year BVSc module.

D1 – D3 Applicants from countries other than 
South Africa

�� Applicants from countries other than South Africa, conditionally selected in category D1 should comply with 
all conditions as set for Category A

�� Applicants from countries other than South Africa, conditionally selected in category D3 (for BVSC) or D2 
(for BVetNurs) should comply with all conditions as set for Category B

�� Applicants from countries other than South Africa, conditionally selected must submit a certificate for 
admission to degree studies or complete or conditional exemption by USAf prior to registration.
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Annexure H 
The application and selection process (all applicants):

Step 1	 Applications open on 1 March for the first as well as the second round of selection. Apply on the UP website: www.up.ac.za/
apply.

Step 2	 All information on the initial application is verified. Only applicants who comply with the minimum requirements proceed to 
step 3. All future communication will happen through the contact information provided by the applicant.

Step 3	 The VSVAF/VNVAF link will open on the UP Portal. Applicants should complete the online VSVAF/VNVAF and upload 
supporting documents.

Step 4	 Applications close on 31 July for all applicants (first as well as the second round of selection).
Step 5	 The online VSVAF/VNVAF closes on 31 August, and a score is automatically awarded based on the self-declaration by the 

applicant.
Step 6	 The VSVAF/VNVAF is manually validated and the score adjusted (when applicable) for all applicants that are within or close to 

the cut-off level for selection.
Step 7	 Outstanding academic records of external transferring applicants (from other universities) must be submitted by the latest 

15 August, and all academic records of external transferring applicants are verified.
Step 8 	 Merit Point Scores (MPS) are calculated for all applicants based on academic score (80%) and the value added (VSVAF/

VNVAF) score (20%).
Step 9	 Applicants are ranked based on the MPS within each category, and the first round of selection based on the number of 

available spaces per category takes place.
Step 10	 Applicants who are conditionally admitted, or have been admitted, are informed by 30 September.
Step 11	 Successful applicants have to log onto the UP Portal and accept/decline the offer.
Step 12	 Unsuccessful applicants in categories A3, B, C or D that are close to the cut-off level for selection are placed on the waiting 

list in categories where cancellations might occur. Unsuccessful applicants in categories A3, B, C or D that are not informed 
that they are on the waiting list must not expect to be placed during the current enrolment year, and should consider other 
options. Unsuccessful South African school leavers in Category A1 are not placed on a waiting list at this point.

Step 13	 Should places become available in categories A3, B, C or D due to cancellation or forfeiture, they are periodically offered to 
candidates that have been placed on the waiting list on the original ranked selection list. This process may continue until the 
end of the University of Pretoria’s orientation week.

Step 14	 The final admission of conditionally admitted applicants is confirmed by 10 January of the following year. Successful 
applicants that have forfeited their placement are informed of their forfeiture.

Step 15	 Places must be taken up by the end of the first week after the commencement of lectures.
 

The second round selection process (for South African NSC and IEB school leavers):

Step 1	 All unsuccessful applicants in Category A1, as well as all successful applicants in Category A1 that have forfeited their 
placement are automatically transferred to Category A2 for the second round of selection in January. No new applications 
will be considered and no additions to the VSVAF/VNVAF will be possible.

Step 2	 Once all final NSC and IEB results have been obtained, the Merit Point Scores (MPS) are re-calculated for Category A2 using 
final schooling results.

Step 3	 Applicants are ranked based on the MPS within Category A2, and the second round of selection takes place based on the 
number of available spaces after cancellations and forfeitures are considered.

Step 4	 Applicants who have been admitted in Category A2 are informed by 25 January.
Step 5	 Successful applicants have to log onto the UP Portal and accept/decline the offer.
Step 6	 Places must be taken up by the end of the first week after the commencement of lectures.

Unsuccessful applicants may enquire about the following information regarding their application:
�� The category in which the applicant was considered;
�� The total number of applicants that were considered in that category;
�� The number of applicants that were admitted or conditionally admitted and the number that were placed on the waiting list;
�� The position of the applicant on the ranked list in that category;
�� The calculated value (/80) of the academic component of the Merit Point Score (MPS);
�� Whether the VSVAF/VNVAF score was correctly recorded;
�� Whether the VSVAF/VNVAF score was manually validated.

The Admissions Committee’s findings are final.
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