
Career opportunities in the LEGAL profession with at least an LLB degree:

A broad outline of the Attorneys’ profession versus the Advocates’ profession

Admission as an attorney or advocate is highly recommended before pursuing careers outside the organised profession!
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an offence or pass 
judgments in civil 
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See http://www.justice.gov.za/brochure/careers-in-justice.html © Elzet Geldenhuys-Hurter

* The Law Society of South Africa brings together its six constituent members – the Cape Law Society, the KwaZulu-Natal Law Society, the Law Society of the Free State, the Law Society of the
Northern Provinces, the Black Lawyers Association and the National Association of Democratic Lawyers.

**   This document reflects the current situation [June 2017] and excludes the possible implications of the Legal Practice Act, 28 of 2014).

BA (Law)

Attorneys’ profession

Possible postgraduate specialisation (Master’s and/or Doctorate)

Legal practice
(dual practice is not permitted)

Specialisation in practice: “Tricks of the trade”

Possible postgraduate specialisation (Master’s and/or Doctorate)

Undergraduate LLB
2 years

Other degree

Four-year undergraduate 
LLB degree

BCom (Law)

Undergraduate LLB
2 years

Law Society of South Africa* 
Attorneys Act 53 of 1979, as amended**

Advocate’s profession

General Council of the Bar of South Africa
Admission of Advocates Act 74 of 1964**

Application to, interview and/or assessment
Appointment as candidate attorney

Entrance examination, interview and selection
Accepted as pupil

Admission as an Advocate in the High Court

Serving 1 year of pupillage under the guidance of a pupil mentor 
January: Introduction and orientation

February to July: Workbook tutorials and advocacy training 
Advanced advocacy training

Serving 2 years of articles of clerkship (Section 15) including a ± 
five-week course OR 1 year of articles, subject to a six month

full-time or correspondence School for Legal Practice (Section 2) 
under the guidance of a principal

Salary range: ± R4 000 to R42 000 per month No salary

Admission Examination for Attorneys:
Annually during ± February and August

(permitted to write after serving a period of six months of clerkship
or satisfactory attendance of an approved School for Legal Practice

Bar Examination in August followed by 
oral examinations in September/October

Admission as an Attorney in the High Court Advanced advocacy training and practice under supervision
of pupil mentor through to mid-December.
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