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The first get-together of the 

“TuksRugbyOldiesClub“ (TROC) 

since the Covid-pandemic stopped all 

activities two years ago, took place 

on Friday 13 May 2022 at the Daan 

Swiegers Clubhouse. The famous 

Tukkies team of 1978 held an 

informal reunion at the same 

function. Of the most well-known 

players of that team were Daan du 

Plessis, Tommy du Plessis, Burger 

Geldenhuys, Wynand Claassen, all 

past Springboks, Tjokkie van der 

Merwe, Jan Oberholzer, Dawie 

Marais, Jock Seeliger and Koot 

Coetzee (all past Blue Bulls). 

 

Quite a few other ex-players, 

supporters and alumni also attended 

the lunch. Some of the older brigade 

were Oupa du Piesanie, Mauritz 

Neuhoff, Louis Muller, Jan 

Oosthuizen and Jan Tromp (all 

provincial players). A more recent 

Springbok of the modern era, 

Heinrich Rodgers, was also present 

as well as Barend van Graan (former 

Chief Executive Officer of the Blue 

Bulls). 

 

The guests were very excited due to the fact 

that some of the recent successful Varsity 

Cup team‘s coaches and players also 

attended the function. The Head Coach, Nico 

Luus, in his address to the audience, 

sketched the background of the road that 

Tuks 1 walked to be able to win the Varsity 

Cup for a consecutive year by beating  

Maties in Stellenbosch.  

 

Several of the former players stood in as 

guest speakers and each shared a few stories 

about their years at TuksRugby with the 

audience.  

 

Each one present, after an absence of more 

than two years, thoroughly enjoyed this first 

occassion of a new era at TuksRugby with 

old team mates and friends. All present were 

in agreement that it was wonderful to be able 

to get together at the Daan Swiegers 

Clubhouse again. We hope to welcome even 

more ex-players and supporters at the next 

occassion. 

 

Kind Tukkie regards,  
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Tuks Women 7s 

YouthRugby 

June Programme 

Centrale 7s & Costa 

Blanca 7s 

TuksRugby Supporters’ 

Lunchion 

AUTHOR: WYNAND CLAASSEN 

“TUKSRUGBY OLD BOYS CLUB“ FUNCTION –  
FRIDAY 13 MAY 2022 

 

TROC Members enjoying the first lunch 

together since Covid. 

UP-Tuks head coach, 

Nico Luus, speaking to 

the members of TROC. 
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TuksWomensRugby 7s: Jetsetters! 

Player in Focus: 

Francois Klopper 

WSB Carlton League 

Results 

Upcoming Events 

TuksYouthRugby Programme; June 

Centrale 7s & Costa Blanca 7s 
AUTHOR: VALERIE BELLADONA 

The Delta Drone TuksWomensRugby Invitational 7s 

team jetted off to Europe last month for another 

exciting excursion. The team first touched down in 

Paris, France, where they were to take on the Centrale 

7s tournament. The team is highly considered at this 

tournament and often treated as royalty as this year 

was the 7th time that the team participated in the 

tournament.  

The team was captained by Kemisetso Baloyi, who 

mentioned that there were some key players missing 

from this touring group however the team remained 

optimistic. 

 

second time that the team has won the Centrale 7s, the first time 

being in 2017. 

The team had little time to enjoy the celebrations before setting 

off to their next location, Benidorm in Spain. The Costa Blanca 

7s in also a familiar tournament for the team but with its 

beautiful white beaches and sunny weather comes some tough 

opponents. The team cruised through the pool rounds, winning 

all their games but victory was cut short when they lost to the 

Czech Republic in the semifinal game. The team completed the 

tournament with a fourth-place finish with the overall 

champions being Poland.  

Women’s Programme Coordinator, Libbie JvRensburg, says, 

“It is quite a tough task to play two tournaments, of such high 

level, so close to each other. The off day between the two 

tournaments the ladies had to travel, so that leaves little time for 

recovery. With that said the club is extremely proud of the 

achievements of the team.” 

 

After finishing top of 

their pool on day one, 

the team met the 

Leman Flames, a 

French club, in the 

semi’s. With a 

convincing win of 57-

0 the team booked 

their spot in the final 

where they met 

Spanish team, 

Euskadia. After a hard 

fought final, the 

Tukkies ladies were 

victorious with a 

convincing score of 

43-0. This is the  

 

Team captain, Kemisetso 

Baloyi, holding the Centrale 

7s trophy. 

Tuks women being led out into the final of the Centrale 7s by 

captain, Kemisetso Baloyi. 

Age Groups: u/7- u/18 

Boys & Girls 

 

18:00-20:00 

Hillcrest Sports Campus  

Rugby C & D field 
 Friday 3 June 

Friday 10 June 

Friday 17 June 

 

Saturday 4 June 

9:00-11:00 
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FNB UP-TUKS PLAYER 

Player in Focus 

Francois Klopper 

PLAYER FACTS 

 Who is your HERO? 

My Father 

If you could have any superpower, 

what would it be? 

Strongest Scrummer 

What is your favorite post-game meal? 

T-bone steak and an ice-cold beer 

AUTHOR: NINA EVANNA 

WSB Carlton 

League 

Upcoming Fixtures 

Pathway to Success 

The Real MVP’s 

Bethlehem bred hooker, Francois Klopper, has made quite the 

impact during his time playing for Tuks.  

Matriculating from Voortrekker Hoërskool in 2017 he 

represented his school’s first team and played Craven week in 

2016 and 2017. As he left school he entered Shark infested 

waters and represented the Sharks u19 and u21 teams not to 

mention playing for the Sharks in the SuperSport Challenge.  

Klopper grew up in a family that has always been passionate 

about the game of rugby and they have supported him 

throughout his career.  

In 2021 Klopper joined the Stripe Generation and he was part of 

the Tuks team that won the 2021 and 2022 FNB Varsity Cup. 

During this time, he studied the Higher Certificate in Sport 

Science and continued graduating with his business management 

certificate as well.  

Klopper has set out some big goals for himself on and off the 

field. After receiving a contact to play in the URC with the Blue 

Bulls, a dream come true for Klopper, he knows that with this 

great honor comes great responsibility. He also hopes to play in 

the Currie Cup and slowly climb the ladder as a player to 

ultimately represent South Africa one day. However, when the 

dust settles on the rugby field he hopes to become a farmer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Francois plowing through the FNB UJ defense .  

What is your go-to song? 

If you were an animal, what would you 

be? 

Spontaan – Riaan Benade 

Buffalo 

Action photos by ASEM Engage/ Catherine Kotze 
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RESULTS 

World Sports Betting Carlton Cup 
FIXTURES 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Upcoming Events 

WSB Carlton Fixtures 

Pathway to Success 

Round 1   UP-Tuks vs Northam Rhinos 

Round 2   UP-Tuks vs Naka Bulls 

Round 3   UP-Tuks vs Centurion 

UP-Tuks 1  19  - 18 

Fezelas  41 - 31 

JongSpan  14 - 16 

UP-Tuks 1  12  - 38 

Fezelas  40 - 50 

JongSpan  20 - 15 

UP-Tuks 1  31  - 34 

Fezelas  39 - 35 

JongSpan  14 - 26 

Blue Bulls u20 A league Results 

Round 1   UP-Tuks vs Harlequins 

UP-Tuks 1  31  - 34 Harlequins 1 

UP-Tuks 2  39 - 35 Harlequins 2 

 

During Round 3 of the World Sports Betting Carlton Cup, Centurion Rugby Club celebrated their 50th year.  

The game between Centurion and UP-Tuks was a huge spectacle, drawing many spectators. 

It was decided that this momentous occasion should be celebrated with something special. TuksRugby Club decided to 

donate, what is now known as the Bergman Claassen Shield, which will be up for grabs every time when Tuks 1 and 

Centurion 1 meet for the first time in the Carlton League.  

The name of the shield was taken from Centurion Rugby Clubs legend and chairman, David Bergman and Tukkies legend, 

Wynand Claassen. 

Unfortunately, Centurion Rugby Club have the bragging rights of claiming the shields first victory, with a nail biting 34-

31 win over Tuks.  

This shield is a symbol of the brotherhood and bonds built through the game of rugby not only between players but 

between the Pretoria based  clubs as well. 
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Date Fixture Venue 

4 June Vs Tuine Away 
11 June Vs Impala Away 
25 June Vs Pretoria Away 

Date Fixture Venue 

2 June Tuks 1 vs Centurion 1 Loftus 
 Tuks 2 vs Centurion 2 Loftus 
9 June Tuks 1 vs Naka Bulle 1 Loftus 
 Tuks 2 vs Naka Bulle 2 Loftus 
23 June Tuks 1 vs Tuks 2 Loftus 
30 June Tuks 1 vs Harlequins 2 Loftus 
 Tuks 2 vs Harlequins 1 Loftus 

IN THIS ISSUE 

2022 Sponsors 

The Real MVP’s 

Anri & Natasha 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

World Sports Betting Carlton Cup 

OTHER NEWS 

TuksRugby, The Pathway to Success  

Blue Bulls u20 A league fixtures 

AUTHOR: NINA EVANNA 

FIXTURES 

TuksRugby is known for producing not only the highest caliber of 

players but coaches as well. In the 2022 rugby season Dabeon 

Draghoender has been appointed as the backline coach for the Blue 

Bulls Women’s team who is currently busy with the Women’s 

Premiership competition. Since Dabeon’s inclusion in the coaching 

staff the team has seen some great successes with winning 4  out of 

5 games so far, making quite the statement in this years tournament. 

 

Draghoender says he enjoys working with the ladies 

as the dynamic is very different to coaching men. He 

is also excited for the future of women’s rugby and 

hopes to help grow the game in Pretoria. 

In addition to this, Allen Souter, who is known as the 

Tuks YoungGuns coach, has also been appointed as 

the head coach for the Limpopo Blue Bulls under 20s 

team. Mandla Mdaka, who is the team manager of the 

YoungGuns is also now the manager of this very same 

under 20s Limpopo Blue Bulls team. Mandla Mdaka 

says he is very excited for this new venture as there 

will be new and different challenges. He also looks 

forward to working with the different coaches who 

will be joining together to lead the team this season.  

TuksRugby is proud of all its members who have 

furthered their journeys in rugby and continue to 

develop their skills within their fields.  

 

Allen Soutter & Mandla Mdaka with the 

Limpopo Blue Bulls u20s 
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2022 Sponsors 

Mission Statement 

Striving to develop quality student-athletes within a high performance 

environment who will graduate with meaningful degrees. 

Preparing young athletes for a life after rugby, competing for championships 

on and off the field, for future generations to follow. 

 

The Real MVP’s 
Anri & Natasha 
AUTHOR: NINA EVANNA 

Two ladies who play an integral role in keeping our clubs’ 

rugby players together, with and without the use of 

strapping, are Anri Coetzee and Natasha Schmidt. Anri 

joined the Tuks physio team in 2017 with Natasha being the 

most recent new employee, joining in 2021. 

Since day one Anri was involved with treating the rugby 

players together with Sanet van Zyl. This TuksAlumni 

graduated in 2011 and continued to complete her MSc 

Physiotherapy in 2020 at Wits University. Anri has worked 

with both the men and women’s rugby players and says she 

finds the female athletes to be more in-tune with their 

bodies as opposed to the men. Although she is involved as 

a physio with all other sporting codes at Tuks as well, 

Anri’s favorite sport to watch is tennis or the Olympic 

Games.  

Natasha, the newest and also a TuksAlumni to join the 

physio team completed her studies at UP in 2019. Natasha 

works very closely with the Tuks YoungGuns and is 

currently also busy completing her Master’s degree in 

physiotherapy. 

 

Interestingly enough when Natasha finds the time to flip 

through the sport channels she will be on the lookout for 

any figure skating competitions.  

Both Anri and Natasha agree that there might be a 

possibility of them attempting to play touch rugby, 

however when it comes to the full-on contact rugby, 

they would much rather prefer treating the injuries as 

opposed to sustaining them.  

 

Anri Coetzee         Natasha Schmidt 


