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Goodbye Dubai 
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.                     

Author: Valerie Belladona 

What’s the difference between Dubai and Abu Dhabi? Dubai 

doesn’t like the Flintstones but Abu Dhabi doo.   

Emirates Airline Dubai Rugby Sevens, the biggest sports and 

entertainment festival in the Middle East. The Dubai Sevens is 

the concluding leg of the HSBC World Sevens Series and 

includes 15 additional rugby 7s divisions, from vets, to social, 

to youth, this truly is one of the biggest 7s tournaments in the 

world.  

The Delta Drone TuksWomensRugby 7s team is no stranger to 

the Dubai Sevens, and preparations were in full swing for their 

12th year of participation in the tournament. The team first 

played in this spectacular tournament in 2009, where they lost 

in the semi-final to the French national team. The team’s best 

performance was in 2017 when they finished 3rd. Unfortunately, 

just three days before the team’s departure, Covid struck again 

with the UAE closing their borders to people travelling from 

South Africa. 

Head Coach, Riaan van der Merwe, says that preparations were 

going well with senior players such as Kemisetso Baloyi, 

Nolwazi Hlabangane and Kirsten Eastes putting in the extra 

work to ensure that they were prepared. Libbie Janse van 

Rensburg and Nadine Roos were with the Springboks in Europe 

and van der Merwe believed their addition to the team would 

have been vital.  

New-comer Miche Pretorius played her first ever 7s game 

earlier this year and was set to compete in her first big 

international tournament. ‘Dubai was going to be the highlight 

of the year for me because I have never played there before’, 

says Pretorius. She has been left with a loss of words when she 

TuksWomensRugby 7s team at the Dubai Sevens in 

2009, with the France national team. 

heard that the team would no longer be competing.  

Conrad Boshoff, who would have accompanied the team 

for the first time, says he was excited to be touring with 

the team and seeing how they operate abroad. After 

receiving the news, he was disappointed because he felt 

that the team had real potential going into the 

tournament. ‘The ladies have been training so hard, and 

really looking forward to this tournament after such a 

long time of not playing internationally’ says Boshoff. He 

adds that hopefully the team will be able to play in more 

tournaments next year, especially leading up to the FISU 

University 7s Rugby World Cup. ‘It is going to be an 

interesting and exciting year, and the addition of the 15-

woman code will hopefully provide a bigger player pool 

for our 7s program to choose from.’ 
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Daan Retief was a team mate of Dr Visser 

back in the 1950s, a man who studied 

Psychology for eight whole years, just so 

that he could qualify as a student. During 

this time Daan Swiegers was the captain of 

the first team.  

 

 

Daan to dive into the train through the window. It 

must be known that Daan used to train with a 

backpack full of rocks and he was not the smallest 

player. Being a ‘Bok vir Sport’, Daan attempted the 

jump, but kicked out the window on his way in. It 

was not long until the police were all around him 

and he was put in handcuffs. Lucky for Daan, his 

captain Daan Swiegers was nearby and managed to 

smooth talk the police, convincing them to let Daan 

go, saving the tour before it had even begun.  

 

 

In 1951 the TuksRugby 

team was going to travel 

to Bloemfontein via train 

to play against the 

University of the Free 

State, known as the 

University of the Orange 

Free State back then. 

When the team arrived at 

Pretoria Station, 

excitement was roaring 

and someone put out a 

challenge to Daan Retief. 

As the team approached 

the train, one of the trains 

windows was open, and 

the challenge was for 

 

Dr Albert Visser and his team on 

the train to the University of the 

Free State. 

From club, to provincial and finally national, Fanie’s 

involvement in league rugby in South Africa is 

undeniable. Fanie Bredenhann born in Marydale, North-

West Cape, is the head coach for TuksRugbyLeague. He 

is also the provincial coach for the Northern Bulls and the 

national coach. 

A qualified electrical technician from Witwatersrand 

Technicon, Fanie now works as project management 

consultant for a private company, but his involvement in 

league rugby remains. His involvement in league rugby 

dates back to 1992, initially just as an off-season activity, 

but it did not take long before Fanie was hooked by the 

13-man code. For him it was curiosity and excitement of 

trying something new that really pushed him into it, and 

the rest we can say is history.  

The sport has had to face many challenges over the years, 

not receiving the same recognition as its 15-code 

counterpart, but these challenges are what drives Fanie to 

continue developing the sport. The MEA Cup, which is 

the Middle-East Africa Rugby League Championships, 

was set to take place at our home grounds in 2020 but 

unfortunately Covid-19 had other plans. 

One of Fanie’s fondest memories is coaching the national 

team, known as the Rhinos, in 2006 on their tour to Italy  
 

Fanie Bredenhann and Jan 

Prinsloo with the Jan Prinsloo 

Provincial Rugby League Trophy. 

where they won 

both tests, 

describing it as a 

memory to hold 

forever.  Fanie 

hopes to 

continue 

scouting for 

talented athletes 

and growing the 

sport not only at 

Tuks but in 

South Africa. 
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TUKSWOMENSRUGBY PLAYER 

Player in Focus: Sesihle Maguga 

PLAYER FACTS 

Do you have game day superstitions? 

And if so, what are they? 
I believe that if I don’t follow my game day 

routine then I’ll have a bad day on the field. I 

also believe that if I speak to my opponents 

before a game it’s bad luck. 

What is your go-to song? 
‘This is me’ from the Greatest Showman & “I’m 

getting ready’ by Tasha Cobbs ft Nicki Minaj. 

What is your favorite rugby memory? 
Scoring my first try at the Oktoberfest 7s. 

What is your favorite post game meal? 
Anything with a whole lot of meat! 

Author: Nina Evanna Sesihle Maguga, the captain of the 

TuksWomensRugby 7s team who 

won the FASU Kings of Africa 

tournament this year, was born in 

East London but attended Sir John 

Adamson High School in 

Johannesburg. During this time, she 

competed in cross country and 

played netball and touch rugby, a 

sport that has produced some of the 

world’s best rugby players, including 

Australia’s Charlotte Caslick. 

Her rugby career started in 2016 

when her then touch rugby coach 

introduced her to rugby as she could  

see that Sesihle had a natural talent. 

It was onwards and upwards from there as 

Sesihle has represented both the Blue Bulls 

and the Lions teams and she also represented 

the SA Student team who competed in 

Namibia in 2018. 

Sesihle has since travelled the world with the 

Delta Drone TuksWomensRugby 7s team 

and says her most memorable moment on the 

rugby field was when she scored her first try 

at the Oktoberfest 7s in Germany in 2019, 

she even had a little victory dance. 

Of course, any talented rugby player hopes 

to become the best player that they can, and 

this is no different for Sesihle. She believes 

that Tuks has given her the platform to 

become a well-rounded, holistic, high 

performance player, and although she has 

future goals outside of rugby, she hopes to 

continue playing as long as possible.  

 Sesihle currently has one year left in 

completing her BEd in Psychology, English 

and Music and plans on completing her 

Masters degree and becoming a curriculum 

developer. 
 

Sesihle playing in the Benidorm 7s, in 

Spain 
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WITH TUKSRUGBY 

Email: 

tuksrugby@up.ac.za 

Contact number: 

012 420 6068 
 

Author: Valerie Belladona 

 

The Real MVP: 
Dr Rendani Mulaudzi 

Dr Rendani Mulaudzi is the TuksSport Deputy Director of Sport 

Management. He took up this role in 2007 but has been part of 

the Stripe family for more than 20 years. 

Hailing from Lwamondo, a village in rural Venda, Dr Mulaudzi 

matriculated from Khwevha Secondary School in 1977. In 1978 

he started studying at the University of the North, known today 

as the University of Limpopo. Shortly after being awarded his 

Honours degree in 1983, he was employed as a Senior 

Laboratory Assistant and subsequently a lecturer in the 

Department of Physical Education. 

In 1990 he received the opportunity to study at the University of 

Illinois in Chicago, USA, on a scholarship. He completed his 

studies in Chicago. He returned to SA with an MS in 

Curriculum Design in Physical Education and a PhD in 

Curriculum Design in Education. 

This year, Dr Mulaudzi completed his MBA degree from 

Regenesys Business School, proving that one can always keep 

learning. 

Although he never played rugby himself, he has expressed his 

pride in the achievements of TuksRugby in 2021. With the 

hopes of continuing on the path of success, Dr Mulaudzi 

believes that rugby is an ever-evolving game, and it is essential 

for the club to adapt to these changes. 

After a successful Varsity Cup campaign, Dr Mulaudzi believes 

that the club should strive to repeat the results in 2022. He 

realises it will be challenging as all other universities will up 

their game, which Tuks will need to do as well. 

Dr Mulaudzi’s vision for TuksRugby is to be a programme that 

facilitates quality education for the players, an excellent 

programme for club members, and an environment where 

players, coaches, administrators and managers thrive. 
 

Dr Rendani Mulaudzi, TuksSport Deputy 

Director of Sport Management. 

mailto:tuksrugby@up.ac.za
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MISSION STATEMENT 

Striving to develop quality student-athletes within a high-performance 

environment who will graduate with meaningful degrees. 

Preparing young men and women for life after rugby, competing for 

championships on and off the field, for future generations to follow. 
 

Sponsored By 
 


