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Varsity Hockey returns with a bang

THE hard-hitting boys of hockey
will return o their playing fields
when the Varsity Hockey edition for
2018 gets going,

The bianmual Varsity Hockey
toumament will commence on May
4 at Wits Hockey Astro, with the
finals taking place on May 21,

Eight umiverzities will compete
for South Africa’s greatest infer-
varsty hockeyv prize. They are Wits
(University of the Witwatersrand),
UCT (University of Cape Town),
Maties (University of Stellenbosch),
Madibaz (Nelson Mandela
Uhiversity), MW (University of
the North West), Tuks (University
of Pretoria), LT (University of
Johammeshurg) and Kovsies
(University of the Free State),

The U men's hockey team will
look to reclaim the Varsity Hockey
trophy in nemesiz Wits" backyard
when the toumament remms on
May 4 for the first leg.

The second leg will take place at
the Tuks Astro from Mayv 11 to 14,
with the final on May 21

In 20446 the UJ men lifted
the Varsity Hockey trophy after
defeating Tuks 4-2 at the U Astro

VARSITY HOCKEY RETURNS:

The biannual tournament starts on Friday. Some of the captains from the university teams are
Estiaan Knek {Tuks), Kyle Lion-Cachet {UJ), Duitser Bosman {Varsity Sports) and Michael Marki
(Wits). Photo: Annetle van Schalkwyk

Varsity Hockey is sponsored by
Samsung, Mupg & Hean and FNB.

U3 duo Che February and
Spencer Bodes could be the key
to UFs title ambitions. Both
forwards represented South Africa
at n-18 level and are in the cusrent
Sonth Africa 1-21 sqnad, meking
them dangerns weapons in the

Johanneshurg =ide s arsenal
Traditional powerhouse Tuks
have their own set of superstars
South Africa u-21 plaver Nduduzo
Lembethe, who leads the Pretoria
side from the midfield, and
Northems Senior A poalkeeper
Estiaan Kniek will have an axe to
grind, as both plavers were present

ift Tuks” loss in the final to U in
2016.

Maties conld prove to be dark
horses, with the defensive prowess
of Andrew Hobson keeping the
opposition at bay, in conjunction
with the expetience of Alex Stewart,
a former South Africa Tumor World

Cup player.

The men from Stellenbosch will
be boosted by the lethal Keenan
Huorne. The ever-industnons
striker recently reurned from the
Commotiwealth Games where he
captained the Proteas against Wales.

The Power Play remains a fan
favourite in the Varsity Hockey
tournaiment A Power Play is
taken by ane side at any stage of
the game. The side choosmg to
imitiate the Power Play forces the
Opposition W remove two players
from the field. Any goals scored
during the Power Play count for two
poals.

Varsity Hockey code manager
Jana Arlow explained that the
tournatment is one of the greatest
amphitheatres for the sport in South
Africa,

“The sheer number of Varsity
Hockey alutmmi who have gone
ot to represent South Africa is an
indication of the strength of the
tournament and how much value it
brings o the sport as 2 whole.

“Iust this vear, eight of the
18 players in the South African
Commonwealth squad played
Varsity Hockey.”
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