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E a rth  C h a rte r In te rn a tio n a l

The Earth Charter is a 

document with sixteen 

principles powering a global 

movement. 

It can be used as a guide and 

as education tool to clarify the 

vision of sustainable 

development. 

The Earth Charter Wh a t
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We stand at a critical moment in 

Earth’s history, a time when 

humanity must choose its future.



“To move forward we must 

recognize that in the midst of 

a magnificent diversity of 

cultures and life forms we are 

one human family and one 

Earth community with a 

common destiny”.

(Preamble).  



We must join together to bring forth a sustainable 

global society founded on respect for nature, universal 

human rights, economic justice, and a culture of 

peace. 

Towards this end, it is imperative that we, the peoples 

of Earth, declare our responsibility to one another, 

to the greater community of life, and to future 

generations.

Preamble
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Pillar II Pillar IV 

Pillar I

Ecological Integrity
Democracy, 

Nonviolence, and 

Peace

Respect and Care for 

the Community of Life

Social and 

Economic Justice

Pillar III

The Earth Charter
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Turn in g  
c o n sc ie n c e  
in to  a c tio n

The Earth Charter Se c tio n  title
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“Let ours be a time remembered for the 

awakening of a new reverence for life, 

the firm resolve to achieve sustainability, 

the quickening of the struggle for justice 

and peace, and the joyful celebration of 

life”.

The Way Forward
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A fte r n u m e rou s d ra fts 

a n d  a fte r con sid e rin g the  

in pu t of pe ople  from  a ll 

re gion s of the  world , the  

E a rth Cha rte r Com m ission  

ca m e  to con se n su s on  the  

E a rth Cha rte r in  Ma rc h 

2 000 , a t a  m e e tin g he ld  

a t UNE SCO  he a d qu a rte rs 

in  P a ris. 

Th e  E a rth  C h a rte r wa s 

fo rma lly la un c h e d in  a  

spe c ia l ce re mo n y o n  29 

Jun e  a t Th e  Pe a ce  Pa la ce  

in  Th e  Ha g ue , 

Ne th e rla n ds.

O ve r the  followin g five  

ye a rs, a  form a l 

e n d orse m e n t ca m pa ign  

a ttra c te d  ove r 2 ,000 

orga n iz a tion a l 

e n d orse m e n ts, 

re pre se n tin g m illion s of 

pe ople , in c lu d in g 

n u m e rou s n a tion a l a n d  

in te rn a tion a l a ssoc ia tion s, 

a n d  u ltim a te ly glob a l 

in stitu tion s su c h a s 

UNE SCO  a n d  IUCN – The  

W orld  Con se rva tion  Un ion . 

Ma n y thou sa n d s of 

in d ivid u a ls a lso e n d orse d  

the  E a rth Cha rte r.

In  Ma rch 1 997 a t the  Rio+5 

F oru m , a  first Be n c hm a rk 

Dra ft of the  E a rth Cha rte r 

wa s re le a se d  a s a  

“d oc u m e n t in  progre ss”.

O n goin g in te rn a tion a l 

con su lta tion s we re  

orga n iz e d .

The  E a rth Cha rte r 

Se c re ta ria t, E a rth Cha rte r 

Com m ission  m e m b e rs, 

Na tion a l Com m itte e s, 

pa rtn e r orga n iz a tion s a n d  

m a n y othe r grou ps, 

orga n iz e d  con su lta tion s 

foc u se d  on  the  id e a s a n d  

prin c iple s to b e  in c lu d e d  

in  the  E a rth Cha rte r.

The se  m e e tin gs took pla ce  

ove r a  five -ye a r pe riod  

from  1 995 to 2 000 .

https://earthcharter.org/about-us/history/#commission
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Earth Charter International (ECI) is the organization that powers the 
Earth Charter global movement by providing information, networking, and 
educational opportunities to turn conscience into action.

The  m ission  of E CI is to c on trib u te  to the  tra n sition  to su sta in a b le  wa ys of livin g on  
the  pla n e t.

Inspired by the Earth Charter, thousands of individuals and organizations 
around the world are part of the Earth Charter global movement. Most of 
them act independently, but they occasionally collaborate.

The ECI Secretariat functions as the coordinating hub for the worldwide 
movement. Based at the United Nations-mandated University for Peace 
in Costa Rica.

Earth Charter International E a rth  C h a rte r
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Areas of action:

1 . Dia logu e

2. Ne tworkin g

3. E d u c a tion  / Tra in in g



Networking
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80+ lo c a tio n s | 75+ Affilia te s | 30+ pa rtn e rs  | 80+ E C YL | 200+ E duc a to rs

Networking



22 April - Speakers:

(1) Fritjof Capra, Sam Crowel

(2) Leonardo Boff, Mateo Castillo

(3) Marina Silva, Ricardo Young 

and Rose Marie Inojosa



29 June - Speakers:

(1) Brendan Mackey, Caitlin Byrne, 

Atsufumi Yokoi, Kazuo Takahasi, Hua

Wang

(2) Oren Lyons, Peter Blaze Corcoran, 

Kartikeya Sarabhai, Severl Cullis Suzuki, 

Akpezi Ogbuiwe

(3) Federico Mayor, Francisco Rojas, 

Cristovam Buarque

(4) Brazil Festival

(5) Mexican Celebration



September 10 - Speakers: Mary Evelyn 

Tucker, Meijun Fan, and Karenna Gore

October 15 - Speakers: Fritjof Capra, 

Jeremy Lent, and Alice Hughes

November 12 - Speakers: David Korten, 

John Cobb and Sheri Liao

December 10- Speakers: Klaus 

Bosselmann, Tian Song and Jinfeng Zhou



27 August
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The  E a rth C ha rte r E d u ca tio n  C e n te r offe rs a  va rie ty of on lin e  a n d  on -site e d u ca tion  progra m m e s tha t highlight the  im porta n ce  

of in corpora tin g su sta in a b ility va lu e s a n d  prin c iple s in to d e c ision -m a kin g a n d  e d u c a tion . It provid e s a n  opportu n ity for pa rtic ipa n ts 

to e xpa n d  the ir u n d e rsta n d in g of su sta in a b ility a n d  se e  the  possib ilitie s for tu rn in g it in to a c tion .

The Ce n te r is loca te d  on  the  ca m pu s of the Un ive rsity fo r Pe a ce in  Sa n  José, Costa  Rica .

The  Ce n te r’s work is im ple m e n te d  u n d e r the UNE SC O C ha ir o n  E d u ca tio n  fo r Su sta in a ble  De ve lo pme n t with the  E a rth 

C ha rte r, which ge n e ra te s e d u ca tion a l progra m m e s a n d  re se a rch a c tivitie s spe c ifica lly on  the  in te rse c tion  of su sta in a b ility, e thics 

a n d  e d u ca tion . The se  progra m m e s a re  offe re d  in  E n glish, Spa n ish a n d  P ortu gu e se
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Since 2003, more than 180,000 people from all over the world have participated in our 

online and on-site courses, programmes and workshops.

Leader on education in Ethics and Sustainable Development.

Earth Charter Center for Education for Sustainable Development

2 02 0 on lin e  e d u c a tion  offe r: 

1 . E a rth Cha rte r In trod u c tory Cou rse

2. Ce rtific a te  on  E d u c a tion  for Su sta in a b le  De ve lopm e n t (E SD) 

( in  E n glish, Spa n ish a n d  P ortu gu e se )

3. Le a d e rship, Su sta in a b ility & E thic s (LSE ) (in  E n glish a n d  

Spa n ish)

4. Bu sin e ss a n d  E thic a l Le a d e rship for Su sta in a b ility

5. E a rth Cha rte r Citie s Cou rse : E thic s in  Su sta in a b le  Urb a n  

De ve lopm e n t

6. In trod u c tion  to Syste m  Thin kin g 

7. Syste m s Le a d e rship, the  E a rth Cha rte r a n d  the  SDGs

“The Earth Charter has awakened me from 

the illusion of our separateness”.

Lynette Kisaka, Kenya (2020)



What can 
you do
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Pa rtn e r with  E C I

What can you do E a rth  C h a rte r

C o mmit to  a pply th e  E a rth  C h a rte r

Apply th e  E a rth  C h a rte r

in  yo ur h o use , wo rk o r sch o o l.

Ta ke  a n  E a rth  C h a rte r C o urse

Be c o me  a n  E a rth  C h a rte r E duc a to r

Be c o me  a n  E a rth  C h a rte r Yo un g  Le a de r

C o n n e c t with  o ur n e a re st Affilia te

Org a n ize  a n  E a rth  C h a rte r E ve n t

Sh a re  yo ur sto ry with  th e  E C  Ne two rkSh a re  yo ur e ve n t with  o ur n e two rk
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