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Liesel Ebersöhn
(Director, Centre for the Study of
Resilience, University of Pretoria, South
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George Lueddeke
(Chair, International One Health for One
Planet Education Initiative [1HOPE],
United Kingdom)

Wondwossen Gebreyes
(Executive Director of the Global One Health 
initiative [GOHi], Ohio State University)



The Future Africa - 1 HOPE (International One Planet for One Health Education
Initiative) webinar series aims to build collaborative transdisciplinary (TD) research
capacity of early career and doctoral students through a One Health & Well-Being
lens.

Main goals: 

• To meet and engage with a cross-section of multi-disciplinary experts linked with national, 

regional and global  networks; 

• To raise awareness of the urgent need to shift from disciplinary silos to address complex 

socially relevant issues (e.g., Covid-19, climate change, food security) by transcending and 

integrating disciplinary paradigms and engaging in participatory research; 

• To identify transdisciplinary knowledge and  research skills needed to co-produce relevant 

outcomes for society;

• To reconcile TD research, teaching/learning and scholarship. 

https://www.futureafrica.science/index.php/about-us
file:///C:/Users/rache/AppData/Local/Temp/international%20One%20Health%20for%20One%20Planet%20Education%20initiative%20(1%20HOPE
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Barbara Martin
(World Association Of  Veterinary Laboratory 

Technicians- Global Laboratory Leadership 
Program, USA)
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(Executive Director, SE Asia One Health 

University Network [SEAOHUN, Thailand)
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Irene Naigaga
(Regional Program Manager   &   Agnes  Yawe, 

Partnerships, Africa One Health University 
Network,[AFROHUN],Uganda) 
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Ayodele Odusola
(Resident Representative, United Nations 
Development Programme [UNDP]) 
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Shakila Dada (Director, Centre for 
Alternative and Augmentative 
Communication, University of Pretoria)
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Rohini Roopnarine (St George’s University, 
Grenada, West Indies)
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Aisha Nankanja (Sociologist, Uganda)
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Charlene Carbonatto (Social work, 
University of Pretoria)
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Ediola Pashollari (World Assembly of 
Youth[WAY], Malaysia)
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Chrisna du Plessis (Chair: Department of 
Architecture, University of Pretoria)
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Olutayo Babalobi
(Consultant/Lecturer/Researcher, University of 
Ibadan, Nigeria)
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Funke Omidire (Dept of Educational 
Psychology, University of Pretoria)
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Maretha Visser (Counselling Psychology, 
University of Pretoria)
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Alicia Jiménez (Program Director, Earth 
Charter International, Costa Rica)



WEBINAR SPEAKER INTRODUCTIONS

John Amuasi (Co-Chair, 
The Lancet One Health Commission; Executive 
Director, African Research Network for 
Neglected Tropical Diseases (ARNTD), Ghana)



Series Overview – Liesel Ebersöhn

This webinar series stems from a University of Pretoria proposal to the UNICEF Humanitarian Programme through its 

flagship programme “Generation Unlimited” to collaborate with the University on areas that can advance training and 

skills for the youth in humanitarian aspects.  

Within this coordinated response the webinar series forms part of the University of Pretoria, Future Africa project 

“Youth empowerment under health/economic crisis” –

with participation of Humanities, Health Sciences, Education, Economic Sciences, Natural and Agricultural Sciences and 

Veterinary Science.

https://www.up.ac.za/
https://www.unicef.org/
https://www.futureafrica.science/index.php/about-us
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The focus of the Future Africa project is on the UNICEF Generation Unlimited Outcome Area 4: “Covid-19 

and other Emerging Science for Society Outcomes”

It specifically incorporates the One Health (OH) concept of:

• a collaborative, multi-sectoral, and transdisciplinary approach 

• working at the local, regional, national, and global levels –

• with the goal of achieving optimal health [and well-being] outcomes 

• recognising the interconnection between people, animals, plants and their shared environment.
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It is increasingly becoming clear that a OH approach has stimulated modern societies to rapidly 

adopt measures to:

- save lives (humanitarian), 

- protect livelihoods (social dynamics and human solidarity), and 

- safeguard nature (ecosystem red lines) to reduce the risk of future pandemics (resilience, 

preparedness, precaution).
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