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John Klaasen (jsklaasen@uwc.ac.za) 
(University of the Western Cape)

Topic: Mission and community development within religious diverse communities. 

This article will argue that community development is fostered from an interreligious dialogue perspective. The theological principles within the Trinitarian formulation of God will be analysed and critiqued as a theological approach to mission in religious diversified. These theological guidelines can form the basis and motivation to engage in development from a premise of reciprocity and mutual enrichment. The recent resurgence of the focus on the Trinity provides a platform for the church to unite its different expressions and engage with society in more meaningful ways.

The mission of the church takes the centrality of God serious when the reality of God is considered and not so much the overemphasis of philosophical or anthropological formulations of God. The Christian Trinitarian God is a unique contribution mission within the context of religious plurality. It is within this unique contribution that effective mission of the church takes place.    

Elisabet le Roux & Neil Kramm (eleroux@sun.ac.za) 
(University of Stellenbosch)

Topic: Christian identity at organisational level: introducing an alternative framework for investigating Christian identity narratives within faith-based organisations

For many Christian faith-based organisations involved in development, the issue of their Christian identity and how it should be embodied in what they do is a contentious one. Especially where serving a multi-faith context, providing much-needed relief and developmental assistance, how their Christian identity should be included and prioritised in what they do, is a challenging question. On the one hand Christians are called to be disciples; on the other hand humanitarian assistance should be provided without any strings attached. These complexities are a reality for many of the international, national and local faith organisations that provide relief and developmental assistance, and this tension can be seen in the way that funding is secured.

Framing its discussion within the theme of ‘Discipleship in a context of inequality, unemployment and poverty’, this paper proposes a new framework for assessing Christian organisational identity. Christian identity as an analytical concept is difficult to define, and a precise definition eludes most studies of Christian and religious identities. This is partly as the various forms of spirituality and worship, which vary widely across the spectrum of Christianity, each vary in their determination of what Christian identity essentially is. Using as a starting point Sider and Unruh’s (2004) typology of Christian organisational identity, we argue that Christian organisational identity within international faith-based organisations is socially constructed at global, national, local and individual levels, each influencing the other in different contexts. The understanding of any Christian organisational identity requires more than merely examining policy documents and mission statements. One has to investigate the different spaces as constructed by different actors working within the organisation, as well as the beneficiaries that engage with the organisation.

A large international faith based organisation is looked at as a case study, and we see that Christian identity is constantly being constructed and interpreted at a global corporate level, local programmatic level, by local staff, and within communities. This continuous process at four different levels challenges the notion of a single Christian identity narrative for Christian organisations. A hybrid framework, such as the one proposed, allows an organisation to investigate its Christian identity narratives and expressions at all levels, thus allowing it to adapt to the communities it is supposed to serve, while still retaining its Christian character.

MA Mutavhatsindi (albertmuta@webmail.co.za) 
(University of Pretoria)

Topic: 
This paper deals with discipleship and human migration.  Making people disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ is a central aim or goal of mission.  The process of making people disciples is based in the Great Commission of our Lord Jesus Christ which is clearly recorded in Matthew 28:18-20.  This process is not limited to Jewish people, but it should spread out to embrace people of all nations.     Human migration is a fact of history, and it is also a global issue.  The reality that one cannot deny is that our African countries too have experienced this movement in the past and are presently still experiencing this resilient movement of human migration than before.  In the continent of Africa (our continent), this strong movement is bringing together people of different cultures, tribes, ages, and colours.  Two vital questions that will be dealt with in this paper are: what are the forces that influence human migration to be stronger during this era than before?  What is the impact of human migration to the process of discipleship?  Lastly, the paper will focus on how discipleship should be done to the African migrants within the African context.
IW (Naas) Ferreira (Naas.Ferreira@nwu.ac.za) 
(University of North West)

Topic: True discipleship as the only real antidote to the reality of nominal Christianity in Africa
As Christians we are confronted with a very unique and even confusing reality. We are simultaneously witnessing the exponential numerical growth within the Christian Church in the so called “majority world”, while we are, at the very same time also experiencing the dramatic numerical decline within the Western Christian Church, formerly known as “Christendom”. Several questions surfaces in our minds. Why are people that were members of the Western Christian church for many years now suddenly leaving the Christian Church? How does it reflect the seriousness of their previous Christian commitment? Another question: Is the numerical growth that is elsewhere experienced the result of real spiritual growth or should we be concerned that a new “Christendom” is being formed? 

The fact of this numerical fluctuation within Christianity today should sensitize us to confront the ever-present reality of “nominal” Christianity; - a Christianity in “breadth” but without any “depth”. While consciously taking note of these numbers we need to know that it is never about numbers. Jesus himself addressed multitudes of “followers” that were constantly seeking to walk with him. He however never failed to confront these trailing multitudes with the radical requirements of true discipleship. It sometimes seems as if he is actually trying to turn people away from him, rather than inviting them to come closer. The Biblical fact is that true discipleship is much more than only being part of a certain crowd. 

This article would, from a missional perspective like to address the challenges that “nominal” Christianity present to Christianity today. It will aim to apply Jesus’s requirements for discipleship as stated in different Biblical passages (specific focus on Luke 14: 25-35) on the realities that Africa is faced with at this present time. The insights gathered will also be applied to the “missional” ministry of local congregations within their different communities. It will specifically endeavour to focus on the role of the academy in preparing leadership to foster true discipleship within present and future African Christianity.  

Nelus Niemandt (nelus.niemandt@up.ac.za) 
(University of Pretoria)

Topic: Rediscovering joy in costly and radical discipleship in mission

The issue: 

The revival in happiness studies is clearly evident in popular culture.  Bookshops, conferences and mentorship programs overflow with promises of joy and happiness.  One can say that the world is obsessed with happiness.  

The theme and issue of joy, strangely enough, receives little attention in mission studies and reflections on discipleship.  This anomaly raises important questions, since the proclamation of the good and joyful news of salvation in Jesus Christ belongs to the core of evangelism and thus mission studies.  The World Council of Churches stated in its mission affirmation Together towards life (TTL) that “the Creator’s joy and wonder in creation is one of the sources of our spirituality”.   The document calls on the church to “…renew its methods of evangelism to communicate the good news with persuasion, inspiration, and conviction”.   This paper will be an attempt to participate in this renewal by providing a theological framework for flourishing life and its place in mission studies. 
My argument:

The paper will propose that there can be no holistic discourse on mission and discipleship without aligning the discourse with the good news of the Gospel, and thus exploring discipleship not only as being on a journey together towards life, as the WCC does, but as a journey towards flourishing life.  If one of the core practises of mission is evangelism, and if evangelism is sharing one’s faith and conviction with other people and inviting them to discipleship (TTL), then discipleship must be an invitation to joyful and flourishing life.
Structure:

I propose to argue the paper along the following lines:

(1)
An introduction to recent theological studies in joy and human flourishing, with special reference the work of Miroslav Volf and others.   I will also refer to Evangelii Gadium of Pope Francis.   I will show that that joy stands at the very core of Christian faith, life, and practice.  Jurgen Moltmann says “Christianity is a unique religion of joy,” expressed in its liturgical feasts, its depiction of God, and its treatment of theodicy.   

 (2)
I will proceed to argue that mission is disciple-making, and that one of the core practises of disciple-making is evangelism.  Linking mission, evangelism and discipleship, I will show that evangelism is an invitation to follow Jesus Christ and thus and invitation to discipleship.  

(3)
I will argue that discipleship is participating in the Triune God’s life-giving mission.  Feeding into TTL, the mission affirmation of the WCC, I will expand the concept of life to included flourishing life.  I will show importance of joy and good news in the Gospel message.  In the words of Evangelii Gadium, “the joy of the gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus”.  The church and all the faithful must be “vibrant messengers of the gospel of Jesus Christ”.  I will then make a case for rediscovering joy in costly and radical discipleship in mission. The aim will be to show that evangelism is an invitation to joyful discipleship and flourishing life.

(4)
I will concluded with a brief exposition of the ways in which a rediscovery of the joy of discipleship can provide a framework and spiritual base that represents a counter-culture against the prevailing rhetoric of religious and secular prosperity gospels, consumerism and individualism. 

Nico Botha (bothana@unisa.ac.za) 
(University of South Africa)

Topic: DISCIPLESHIP AS FAITHFUL RESISTANCE AGAINST EMPIRE: A MISSIOLOGICAL READING OF THE BOOK OF ACTS
The paper reacts to a depoliticized, individualized and domesticated interpretation of discipleship in the New Testament. This is done by locating the matter of discipleship squarely in the matrix of empire. A close missiological reading of the book of Acts is undertaken in engaging the nature of empire in the time of the New Testament, offering a contextual understanding of discipleship. Put differently, the text is read in a way that reveals the materiality of discipleship by attempting to uncover the existing power relationships. Based on this historical-missiological exploration, attempts are undertaken to show new modes of empire in this day and age and the particular challenges thrown up for Christian discipleship. In terms of a few broad strokes a new radical, contextual, kairotic and prophetic discipleship is advanced.

Des van der Water (vanderwaters2002@aol.com) 
University of South Africa

Topic: 'Discipleship and postcolonial mission: roots and routes in the ongoing search for identity'
Christian discipleship, which by its very nature is a call to radical witness, is inextricably linked to the ‘five marks’ of mission theology/praxis, namely proclamation, nurture, loving service, social transformation and care for creation. 

My paper will critically examine the ways in which colonialism has impacted upon and the extent to which neocolonialism continuous to influence identity and vocation in discipleship and mission within African Christian/Church contexts in southern Africa.

Peter White (pastor_white@hotmail.com) 
(University of Pretoria)

Topic: THE BIBLICAL VIEW OF HUMANITY AND THE PROMOTION OF THE RIGHTS OF PEOPLE LIVING WITH DISABILITY: THE CALL AND MISSION OF THE CHURCH
It is estimated that 10 per cent of the world’s population, proximately 650 million people live with disability. 80 per cent live in developing countries. The needs and rights of persons with disabilities have been high on the United Nations agenda for at least three decades. This concern of the United Nations raises the question of the missional role of the church in addressing the spiritual, social and emotional needs of people with disabilities. The scripture says ‘Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute’ (Proverbs 31:8). The implication of Proverbs 31:8 is that, the church has a missional call to serve as the prophetic voice for the marginalised in society. People living with disability forms part of the marginalised in society, it is therefore imperative that their rights are respected, promoted and preserved. This is what the World Council of Churches call ‘Mission to the Margins’. In this light, the paper would discuss the missional role of the church in promoting the rights of people living with disability. This would be done by engaging literature on disability, the rights of people living with disability, the biblical view of humanity, the missional agenda of the church towards people with disabilities from Ecumenical and theological perspective.

Xolile Simon (dsimon@sun.ac.za) 
(University of Stellenbosch)

Topic: A Postcolonial Realist Reading of 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 and ‘Dwelling in the Word’ Programme of SAPMC: Identity forming and reconciling mechanisms of ‘ambassadors’
Generally, research in Missiology and Science of Religions deduce propositions from post-modern or post-colonial theories to describe, explain and often speculate about or predict the nature of social reality and causal relations in practices, models and theologies of reconciliation and identity formation within the framework of ‘transforming mission’.  Some post-modern (or ecumenical) missiologies (Bosch 1991; 1995; Hiebert 1998; 2008; Yip 2014) use this standard approach to develop broad propositions, predictions and guidelines on context, church and mission practice, and transformation of social realities. Missiological (praxis cycle in Kritzinger 2008; 2010; 2013; Faix 2007; Boyd 2010; Nel 2014), systematic theological (praxis cycle in Hankele 2011; conceptual framework of Murray 2007) and practical theological (conceptual framework and strategic-pragmatic frame of Nell 2015) research underestimate or omit theories about the nature, role and influence of ‘causal’ or ‘generative mechanisms’ in practices, models and programmes of faith-based and academic communities. In professional practices, broad programme theories and statements on ‘causal mechanism’ support and direct the ‘Dwelling in the Word’ practice, a contextual theological reading in the programme of the Southern African Partnership of Missional Churches (SAPMC). The theories and mechanisms are often hidden in statements on goals, outcomes and steps for reading and reflecting on a biblical text in missional discernment of ‘ambassadors. Hence, an unexplored theoretical and practical puzzle is how and why resources in-context and interactions between contexts and responses of agents are likely to or unlikely to activate and sustain particular goals, outcomes and processes in a practice, model or programme in communities and the academy.  The paper addresses this question by exploring 2 Cor. 5:16-21 as a resource for discerning, identity forming and reconciling practices of ‘ambassadors’ in and outside SAPMC. Its critical realist approach explores how and why ‘Dwelling in the Word’ and social engagements of ‘ambassadors’ of reconciliation can transform identities of ‘others’ and their identities be transformed by ‘others’ in one context, while this dual transformation (Bosch 1991) might be impossible in another context. In terms of a realist perspective, which ‘generative social mechanisms’ enable or disenable reconciliation and reciprocal identity formation, for which ‘ambassadors’, in what contexts and under what conditions of post-colonial South Africa, and why? This exploratory question is set within the framework of middle-range programme theories and the standard approach of realists in social sciences (e.g. Pawson 2006; 2008; 2015; Pawson and Tilley 2007; Pawson and Ana Manzano-Santaella 2012; de Souza 2013; 2014). 

Firstly, guided by these theories and the approach, the paper builds on current realist propositions in post-colonial literature. Secondly, it generates realist theological propositions from 2 Cor. 5:16-21 and ‘Dwelling the in Word’ practices in documents of the SAPMC. Thirdly, it constructs preliminary realist hypotheses (series of ‘social generative mechanisms’) and a realist flow-chart from the two sets of propositions. Lastly, it concludes with a protocol for an alternative programme theory of discernment in SAPMC. In missional conversations and discernments of small groups, a post-colonial facilitator should use it to test and modify her or his normative theological and practical propositions about the role of resources and contexts in boundary-crossing encounters and in identity forming and reconciling responses of ‘ambassadors.’
Hannes Knoetze (Johannes.Knoetze@nwu.ac.za) 
(Northwest University)

Topic: What kind of person am I going to be?
It is clear that discipleship means different things to different people in different generations. According to this paper discipleship is understood as to engage with people to discover our true identity and vocation in God. Discipleship then takes place on three different levels of the modern worldview; spiritual world (Gospel as Word), seen world (Gospel as deed) and the excluded middle (Gospel as sign) (Hiebert 1982). This distinctions have for example the implication that discipling is not only located at the church, but also in the world. This paper will specifically focus on understanding the discipleship process of the millennial generation (about 18-35 years of age) in South Africa. The focus is on the millennial generation since they are more than 77 million worldwide and facing their challenges in unique ways. They are more equipped and willing to use social protest to respond to challenges. For instance the founders of the following companies were all millennials: You-Tube, Facebook, Twitter, Groupon, Foursquare, Instagram, and Tumblr. It is also acknowledged (Saratovsky & Feldmann 2015) that millennials are motivated as much by their personal relationships and human connections as they are by the influences of their technological skills and social media. After discussing discipleship the following suggest approaches will be discussed: The first approach is to provide access to God’s story in the community through (spiritual) leaders and enable millennials to take an active role in the development of their own discipleship roles. The second approach is to be transparent and allow millennials the ability to access information on how the church affects the community and raises and spends money. The third approach is to develop engagement platforms within the church and the community that are social in nature and allow for greater discussion both online and offline. The fourth approach is to create an environment in which millennials can discover their own story in the God story and start living the God story.
Sue Rakoczy (srakoczy@sjti.ac.za)  

(UKZN)

Topic: The Mission Spirituality of Laudato Si’: Ecological Conversion and the World Church

Laudoto Si’, the encyclical of Pope Francis on ecological justice, is a many-faceted theological document.  This paper will address its principles of mission spirituality in the light of a planet in peril.  What dimensions of the Gospel does the document stress and how are they to be lived by the world Church in its diversity? A key them of the encyclical is “ecological conversion”.  What does this mean for global South and the global North?  How does the encyclical address the intersection of gender and ecology in Christian life and mission?

Dr Wim Dreyer (wim.dreyer@up.ac.za) 

University of Pretoria 

Topic: Church, Mission, Ethics. Being Church with integrity

This contribution reflects on church, mission and ethics from historical, hermeneutical and strategic perspectives. Using the ecclesiology of Karl Barth as a point of departure, the author argues that the church needs to be church, if it wants to be a credible witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ. Integrity is essential if a church wants to be missional. Integrity means the church has to become what already is, the body of Christ. 

Wherever there is a lack of theological depth in our ecclesiology, it leads to poor governance, a deathly silence on injustice, tolerance of corruption, materialism and a general loss of integrity and credibility.  Without integrity, all the beautiful words the church preaches, proclaiming the kingdom of God, will keep falling on sceptical ears.   

The church is holy and apostolic, called to live a missional life characterised by integrity.  The church, in Barth’s words, is called to be church – not some charlatan organisation which recklessly endangers people’s lives or falls into the trap of materialism.  Living with integrity is not done for personal gain but the result of obedience to God and careful listening to what Jesus Christ taught us.  

Christoph Stenschke (cstenschke@t-online.de) 

Department of Biblical and Ancient Studies, UNISA

Topic: Discipleship and the quest for human dignity
Human dignity and respect for human dignity have become pivotal values and concerns of our age. This is the case because of the atrocities and crimes that were committed against humanity in all parts of the world during the 20th century and clear signs that these are likely to continue in the present century.
Throughout most parts of the past two or three centuries, the emphasis on human dignity and the “discovery” and defence thereof have often been cherished as achievements of humanism and the European Enlightenment. The paper argues that the New Testament (and with it the Christian tradition) also makes an important contribution to the current understanding and discussion of human dignity. Human dignity is not a characteristic granted (or denied) by humans to other humans, nor it is based on race, nationality, gender, personal achievements, education, material means or otherwise. The New Testament basis human dignity on the fact that humans are created in God’s image, chosen by God, ransomed by the blood of Jesus, endowed with God’s Holy Spirit, and called to serve God in their bodily existence and as heirs of eternal life in the presence of God. Therefore, humans must act accordingly and must be treated accordingly by their fellow humans. Faithful discipleship and respect and advocacy for human rights cannot be separated.
Phemelo Marumo (marumo.phemelo@gmail.com) 
(University of South Africa)

Topic: True disciples, nature and Leiturgia: Preservation of the earth

God created man in his image, and to be a disciple of God.  To be a disciple man must look after, use and care for the earth as part of his leiturgia. However, after the fall in sin, there were no disciples, but only selfishness and that destroy the earth. Worshipping God, and living with him, and taking care of the earth was ignored. This ignorance contradicted what is clearly mentioned in Matthew 28:20; when Jesus instructed the disciples to teach the nation to observe all things whatsoever he have commanded them; one of the things that Jesus commanded was to “care and subdue “the earth. But because of sin, and no worship of God, mission on nature and leiturgia is imperative. Missio Dei started because of sin and what mankind has done to the beautiful creation? Global warming is gradually ravaging nature and has affected how we pray.  Much has been said by religious bodies, government as well as bodies that advocates environment, but nothing seems to be working. Leiturgia and discipleship has been replaced by conferences, seminars about environment. Nature is at the center of debate but nothing has come out of that, and true discipleship has been downtrodden as if it has never existed. The earth is facing imminent destruction. To address the above, the paper will firstly highlight the historical background of discipleship as core of mission in preservation of the earth. Thereafter, it will bring forth the present scenario on what is happening to address earth destruction. Thirdly the paper will showcase how leiturgia and nature can be used to remind all to care for the earth. Part of true disciples is to glorify God as directed by the missio Dei.
ABSTRACTS

EMERGING THEOLOGIANS TRACK

Batanayi Manyika

(South African Theological Seminary)

Topic: A socio-scientific reading of Hebrews 13:11-14 from a postcolonial milieu

Hebrews 13:11-14 is part of a rhetorical conclusion to what is regarded an ancient homily. When these four verses are interpreted in their historical and literary context, continuity between the Old Testament understanding of Leviticus 16 and the Christ who is crucified outside the camp (Heb 13:13a) is underscored. This paper seeks to ascertain the degree to which the church can appropriate a socio-scientific exegesis of Heb 13:11-14 in postcolonial Southern Africa, while upholding a traditional reading of the text. In this appropriation, issues pertinent to the Southern African church such as, ineffective discipleship and polarising socio-economic disparities, are engaged. Possible solutions to the matters raised are advanced with an aim of enhancing the Southern African church’s effectiveness in the great commission.

Lerato Kobe Sandiswa (sandikobele@gmail.com)

UP

Topic: An appraisal of the situation of a traditional black woman’s voice during the TRC Hearings
This paper draws on a well- known narration of the Gugulethu Seven incident from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) proceedings with specific reference to testimonies of the mothers of the Gugulethu seven. The paper focuses on Mrs Konile’s testimony as a case study: Testimony of a black woman whose son was murdered by the apartheid government’s security forces. During the TRC hearings, Mrs Konile ‘failed’ to effectively narrate her story which resulted in her testimony being dismissed as being incoherent.  This paper examines the underlying attributes of Mrs Konile’s testimony and revisits why she was considered “incapable” of articulating her experience in a convincing manner. The analysis aims to acknowledge, identify and give insights about this woman’s testimony from an African women theologian viewpoint, (specifically with references to Isixhosa cultural  perspective).
Luc Kabongo ( kablut@yahoo.fr.)

(University of Pretoria)
Topic: “The church as an incubator of community development agents”. A missional response to South Africa education challenges in Soshanguve, Tshwane North.

This contribution is written as part of the quest for alternative ways to uplift the education level and quality of the poor South African child. InnerCHANGE started an English reading programme for Grade 3 & 4 learners of Tsosoloso special school (located in Soshanguve) in partnership with local church volunteers. The aim is to help a community to be part of the solution (good news) to its own problems so that transformation could happen from inside out.

CHURCH AND SOUTH AFRICAN REALITIES TODAY: TOWARDS A RELEVANT MISSIOLOGY OF RADICAL DISCIPLESHIP.

PROF S T KGATLA
Abstract
South Africa is one of the last African states to attain liberation from colonial rule. It was ushered into democratic order after one of the prolonged and painful racial struggle. In 1994 it was herald as an example of peaceful transition with one of the best constitution in the world. It was called ‘Rainbow Nation’ and Madiba Magic. At that stage, the world looked at the new state as the shining example for the rest of Africa. But today, the country has been plunged into a country with greatest gap between the rich and the poor in the world. The trio that are at the Centre of economic ills of the country are extreme poverty, inequality, unemployment that are reckoned to be one of the highest in the world. The important question is: “How did the country decline to a position where it finds itself today? This paper attempts to analyse the trajectory the country took after 1994 first democratic election to where it is today. Extreme poverty, violence, corruption, greedy, bitterness, entitlement mentality and political opportunism are the constituent elements that are plaguing the country. 

