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Abstract

The South African economy is embedded in a relentlessly globalising system based on competition for economic power, profit and pleasure, producing winners and losers at ever greater scales. 
Its operation depends on the continued growth of market demand (thus rising expectations of growing populations), of market supply (thus enhanced productive power through technological innovation) and of natural resources (thus a growing ecological impact). 
The consequences are (a) the growing concentration of economic power at the top of the social pyramid and the economic marginalisation of large sections of the population at the bottom and (b) the growing destructive impact on the natural world, which is its indispensable resource base. 
Since the collapse of the Marxist-Leninist system it is widely accepted as the only viable alternative. Neo-liberal economics, its theoretical underpinning, displays the characteristics of a legitimating ideology, rather than a burning concern for the future welfare of humanity and the planet. Social democracy, a successful alternative, is being undermined by a culture of avarice and entitlement. 
For some decades now perceptive analysts have warned that humankind is heading towards an economic-ecological disaster of unprecedented proportions. However, the appeal to the human base instincts of wealth, status and power has sapped the political will to make significant changes across the social spectrum. 
In view of the contemporary character and capacity of the Christian community of believers (spirituality, devotional life, expertise, composition, and social location) the probability that it will make a meaningful difference is rather minute. However, it is tasked to proclaim, enact and embody the ‘Word of God’, which in biblical times functioned as the redemptive response of God to human needs, predicaments and depravities. 
The unsurpassable catastrophe of the cross of Christ became the seed of a transformative process. It can serve as the prototype that reflects God’s sacrificial benevolence in all aspects of natural, social and spiritual reality. The failure of our powers (even at the cost of a global crisis) may thus open up the way for the creative and redemptive power of God. 
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