Human rights in the Pentateuch: anachronistic wishful thinking or ancient perspectives on the worth of humankind?
Sias Meyer, UP
Some Pentateuch scholars such as Eckart Otto and more recently Daisy Tsai, have argued that the modern recognition of human rights go back much further than just the Enlightenment. Both Otto and Tsai see something in the book of Deuteronomy and Otto finds it also in the creation narratives. This chapter is an attempt to provide a critical engagement with this debate and hopes to show that although some worthwhile ancient insights might be found in the Pentateuch, modern-day society and church should aspire (and already do) to a much higher morality than the Torah. 
Labor Relations in the Economy of Ancient Israel: A Marxist Analysis of 1 Samuel 8 from a South African Perspective

Ndikho Mtshiselwa, UNISA
This paper investigates the extraction of labor in agricultural production under the monarchy in the narrative of 1 Samuel 8:10-18. Drawing on the Marxist category of mode of production, and more importantly on Ronald Boer’s conceptualization of the sacred economy of ancient Israel, the paper examines labor relations in the Deuteronomistic History (DH) from a South African perspective. First, the category of mode of production is considered in order to provide a theoretical framework for the reading of 1 Samuel 8. Second, the paper investigates the dynamics of labor relations and exploitation of the people’s labor by the king and his officers in the economy of ancient Israel, particularly at the time of the rise of the monarchy which is narrated in the DH. It is argued that although the economy of ancient Israel in the DH seemed to alleviate the plight of the labor class, it served the interest of the wealthy and political élites. Third, the situation of labor relations in the economy of ancient Israel, specifically in the area of agricultural production, is compared to that of South Africa. The comparison of the two contexts is also employed to tease out the distinction between capitalist colonialism and the present globalized capitalist system. In the end, the essay shows that a Marxist analysis of labor relations in the economy of ancient Israel has significant implications for the class struggles in South Africa
From Leading Tribe to Landless Tribe – Legitimisation of Loss of Land for the Tribe of Levi in the Hexateuch

Hulisani Ramantswana, UNISA

The Hexateuch projects a shifting social status of the Levites from being a leading tribe with Moses, Aaron, and Miriam playing leadership role within the Israelite community as it makes its exodus from Egypt to the Promised Land. However, this leading tribe in the process transitioned to lower social class status—a tribe with no land inheritance, a tribe whose social status became lower than that of servants and in close affinity to the status of aliens, the fatherless, and widows. This study examines the motivating factors behind the shift in social status of the Levites. The argument of this paper is that the Levites loss of land was a result of shift of power to Joshua, an Ephraimite, thereby privileging the Joseph tribes. Thus, in the final form of the Hexateuch, the loss of land is legitimized through Moses and the Joseph story privileged the Joseph tribes. The Hexateuch in this study is read through the hermeneutic of suspicion taking into consideration our (South) African colonial-apartheid experience, which legitimised the takeover of land from the indigenous people. 
The Religious Roots of Racism in the Western World

Sakkie Spangenberg, UNISA

Racism is again a burning issue in our country. One can define racism as the idea that some humans are more important and more worthy than others. Usually those who are labelled as “unworthy humans” don’t deserve to be treated on an equal footing as the rest. This “othering” of other humans did not start in the 16th or 17th century or in the 18th or 19th century. It goes way back to the first century CE when the early Christians severed their ties with the Jewish people and their religion and started denigrating them. Traces of this can already be found in the New Testament. Take as an example John 8:44 and Revelation 2:9, 3:9. The Jewish people and their synagogues were associated with the Devil. This became not only a topos in medieval times but also in the early modern era. The Protestant Reformer, Martin Luther, even wrote a book with the title On the Jews and Their Lies (1543) and denigratingly referred to them as “piss pots”. The paper will run through the history of the Western World to arrive at our times and the use and abuse of Old Testament texts to classify people as more worthy than others. Genesis 9:20-29 will be one of the focal texts
