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Associate Professor Gregory Breetzke

greg.breetzke@up.ac.za

Room 1-19, Geography Building

ethics – why?

I’m a good person. Why do I need to worry about 
research ethics? 



2023/04/03

2

areas of ethics

• Some areas of research ethics:
1. Research misconduct (falsification, fabrication and 

plagiarism)

2. Collaboration issues (authorship, data ownership and 
management)

3. Peer review

4. Conflicts of interest or obligation

5. Complicity and funding sources

6. Animal subject research

7. Human subject research

code of ethics
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NAS ethics

https://www.up.ac.za/faculty-of-natural-agricultural-sciences/article/32597/research-ethics

NAS code of ethics
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ethics – why?

• Ethical approval is granted for the duration of the research (e.g. honours 
studies: one (1) year, master's studies: two (2) years, and PhD studies: three 
(3) years) and should be renewed when the approval period lapses.

• Post-approval submissions including the application for ethics extension 
and amendments to the approved application should be submitted online 
via the ethics work centre.

• Other relevant forms for studies involving human participants (adapt to be 
informative and specific to your project):

• Other relevant forms and links (for studies involving human participants):
– Consent form
– Participant information form
– Verbal consent form
– Documents for reference

Informed 

consent

https://www.up.ac.za/media/shared/11/ZP_NewsImages/consent-to-participate-in-study.zp151636.docx
https://www.up.ac.za/media/shared/11/ZP_NewsImages/participant-information.zp151638.docx
https://www.up.ac.za/media/shared/11/ZP_NewsImages/verbal-consent-form.zp151640.docx
https://www.up.ac.za/media/shared/11/ZP_NewsImages/reference-documents_ethics-committee.zp151642.docx
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Informed 

consent

Online

informed 

consent
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ethics

The submission deadline is the first (1st) of every month.
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ethics

ethics
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ethics

ethics
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ethics

ethics

1. Project title
2. Short literature review that justifies the project
3. Aims and objectives of the project
4. Materials and methods
5. Duration of the project
6. Research environment - Where will the study be conducted?
7. Research team
8. Agreements between researchers
9. Funders of the project
10. Involvement of people as participants
11. Principal Investigator(s) Declaration for the storage of research data 

and/or documents
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12. Data recorded, archived and stored
13. Secondary data
14. Intellectual property (IP)
15. Categorise the risks associated with the project
16. Describe the risks associated with the research and how you tried to 

reduce these risks
17. Benefits associated with the research
18. Planned application of results
19. Additional approval or formal permissions
20. Confidentiality clause and Pty Ltd issues
21. Environmental impact and hazardous materials
22. Animals for research or testing purpose
23. Genetically modified organisms
24. References
25. Declaration
26. POPI Act

ethics
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in your project

Ethical considerations


