
and new ways of thinking about law and justice. To this end, students will approach these 
theories with reference to the tensions between power and knowledge, theory and practice, 
critique and reconstruction. Inter-disciplinarity will therefore stand central to how the course 
is approached and how texts are read and issues debated. This course involves frequent 
discussion, reading and thinking/analysis.  Students will be required to be able to grasp the 
concepts and theories covered and to also be able to link these in developing an original 
research problem and essay topic.

SEMINARS AND ASSESSMENT
LAW AND TRANSFORMATION (AMR 410) is a research-intensive course in line with the 
University’s aim of developing the undergraduate research, writing and critical thinking skills 
of students and of ensuring a research-capable cohort of legal professionals and 
postgraduate students.  This course is conducted by means of interactive double-period 
seminars. The main focus of the seminars is on unpacking the substantive content through 
discussion and engagement. This will require students to attend continually, prepare readings 
in advance and to participate actively.

For this course, students will be required to develop a research project based on theme and 
the content covered in the course. The chosen research project should culminate in the final 
examination essay.  

The composition of the semester mark is normally as follows:
• Group seminar presentation and class participation (30%)
• Assignment (40%)
• Research proposal (30%)

Child Law (KID 410)

General overview

The aim of this module is to encourage students to study the most important and 
groundbreaking cases relevant to Child law.  The golden thread running through the module 
is the determination of the best interests of the child in the different contexts included in 
the course.  Therefore students are expected to focus specifically on this issue in preparing 
for the examination.

Each lecture will focus on the case/s prescribed for that lecture.  The class will be divided 
into the number of cases prescribed for the module.  Each group will be assigned a specific 
case to present at the start of the lecture for which that case is prescribed.  A mark out of 
20 will be awarded for the presentation of the case.  Further details regarding the 
preparation and the marking criteria for the presentation of the cases will be explained in 
the first introductory lecture.

http://www.up.ac.za/en/jurisprudence/calendar/event-rsvp/2476212/launch-of-the-african-institute-for-global-social-thought-panel-discussion-on-franz-fanon-and-ubuntu?pg=1


The remaining 80 marks for the semester mark will be earned by the submission of an 
assignment.  This assignment will require the drafting of a legal opinion based on a case 
study.  Details regarding this assignment and the marking criteria will be posted on 
clickUP.

To obtain entry to the examination in KID 410, a semester mark of at least 40% is 
required.  

The examination will take the form of a take home examination and also require the 
completion of an assignment.  Details of this assignment will also be posted on clickUP.

Students should take note that KID will mostly focus on developing the research and 
writing skills of students. 

Although the content of the course will not necessarily be identical in 2019, the study 
unit themes for the course in 2018 included the following:

1. International and regional framework
2. Constitutional framework
3. Right to parental care
4. Relocation
5. Adoption
6. Children’s court
7. Ukuthwala
8. Child justice
9. Child as victim.


	Blank Page
	Blank Page



