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Nero Express is a new and innovative wizard based recording application based on 
the main application Nero.  With the main essentials included such as data, audio, 
copy, and video, it will also work with the DVD-RW, and DVD+RW drives.  You are 
able to record MP3’s, archive your favourite photo’s, among the many other features 
of this software. 

! � � � � " � �	! � � � � " � �	! � � � � " � �	! � � � � " � �	 �� � 	�� � 	�� � 	�� � 	 ����

 Microsoft Windows 
 CD-Writer 

� � #� � � �� � 	� � #� � � �� � 	� � #� � � �� � 	� � #� � � �� � 	 ����

After completing this course you should be able to: 
 
 Understand the difference between CD/R and CD/RW. 
 Open Nero Express. 
 Create a data disk. 
 Create an audio disk. 
 Create a disk with audio and data. 
 Copy entire disk. 
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After completing this session, you will be able to – 
 
 CD/R or CD/RW 
 Activate Nero Express 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�
� � � � �� � � � � 	 	� � � � �� � � � � 	 	� � � � �� � � � � 	 	� � � � �� � � � � 	 	 ����

� � � � � � �� �� � �� 
 �$ � � � �� �� � � � � � �� �� � �� 
 �$ � � � �� �� � � � � � �� �� � �� 
 �$ � � � �� �� � � � � � �� �� � �� 
 �$ � � � �� � ����
����
�

%� � � �� � �� � � � � � �%� � � �� � �� � � � � � �%� � � �� � �� � � � � � �%� � � �� � �� � � � � � � �

� � #� �� � #� �� � #� �� � #� � � �� � 	� �� � 	� �� � 	� �� � 	 ����
����
�



DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
Nero Express  E Nagel 

TRN1128 1.00 October 2005 Page 6 of 19 
DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

� 
 &' �� � �� 
 &' (� 
 &' �� � �� 
 &' (� 
 &' �� � �� 
 &' (� 
 &' �� � �� 
 &' ( ����

Before understanding how to use CD burning software, you should understand what 
type of CD to buy in order to burn a CD.  There are two types of blank compact disks 
that can be used in consumer CD burners. 

� 
� 
� 
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CD-R disks are used generally to back up data.  These disks can also be used to 
create inexpensive presentations for distribution in classes or as easy safe transport 
to conferences.  These disks usually hold between 650 MB and 700 MB of 
information.  A 30 page paper double spaced with 12 point font takes up less than 
1/10 of a Megabyte or MB. 
 
The advantage of these disks is the low cost and reliability of the backup.  CDs can 
become scratched and data can be corrupted, but if a CD is kept in a case away 
from dust or other contaminants, a CD-R of reasonable quality should last 
approximately 50 years.  These disks utilize a technology that allows the burner to 
sear the data into a reflective surface in the form of many zeros and ones.  You can 
normally play CD-R disks in any CD-ROM drive.  You would use these disks when 
you need to trade information between computers.   
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CD-RW is the short for CD-ReWritable disk, a type of CD disk that enables you to 
write onto it in multiple sessions.  This means that disks created with a CD-RW drive 
can only be read by a CD-RW drive. 
 
These disks on the other hand are more flexible than CD-R because you can write 
and rewrite data to the disk.  The quality of these disks varies, but generally the disks 
are rewritable up to approximately 40 times.  If you wish to have a disk for once a 
week backups, CD-RW should serve you for about a year.  Generally, the newer CD-
ROM drives can read CD-RW disks, but you should be careful because not all CD 
drives can read these.  If you need to trade information, you are better of creating a 
CD-R and closing the disk.  If you want to continue writing to the disk as backup for 
your own computer, you can do this on a CD-RW up to the available space.  
 
If you are writing to a CD-RW you can still erase the disk.  To write more information, 
you need to add the new files after the data.  You cannot change files when 
writing to a CD, you only can write new versions of the file up to the space on 
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the disk.  This inflexibility in changing files after they have been written to the disk 
means that CDs should primarily be used for backup of permanent files.   
 
Whether you are using CD-R or CD-RW disks, you will use the software the same 
way.  The difference is in whether you write all files and close a session or leave the 
burn session open so you can write more files to the disk later.  When you use CD-
R, you usually have to burn the disk and close the session before ejecting the disk. 
With a CD-RW, you should be able to remove the disk and later write more up to the 
disk capacity.   
 
What makes CD-RW different from CD-R is the fact that a CD-R disc can only be 
burned once.  In other words, while a CD-RW can be written to multiple times in 
order to change the contents of the CD or fix a mistake, once you start burning a CD-
R, it cannot be used again, even if there is an error with burning the CD. 

� � � � �� � � � � 	 	� � � � �� � � � � 	 	� � � � �� � � � � 	 	� � � � �� � � � � 	 	 ����

Nero Express greatly simplifies the CD recording process.  Its interface is much 
cleaner and more basic than the regular Nero program, making it far more user-
friendly and accessible to novices.  Nero Express comes with the complete Nero 
program; you can use either one, and you can now even toggle back and forth 
between the two. 
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Your system should come with a pre-installed operating system or you may choose 
to upgrade your operating system to the latest.  Below you will find a list of those that 
Nero Express support.   
 
Please check to make sure that you have one of the following operating systems: 
 
 Windows 95  
 Windows 98/SE  
 Windows ME 
 Windows NT 4.0 (service pack 6)  
 Windows 2000 (service pack 2 or higher)  
 Windows XP 

, � � �  � � � �, � � �  � � � �, � � �  � � � �, � � �  � � � �����

 Your PC must have a 500 MHz system or higher recommended.   
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 You must have at least 64 MB RAM memory.  Generally, more would be better.  
 The hard disk access time should be less than 19 milliseconds  
 Graphics card with 8 MB or higher (for video).  
 We recommend that Nero Express will be most comfortable to work with in a 

screen resolution of 1024 x 768 or greater.  
 700 MB of free hard drive space for drive images recommended.  Generally, 

more would be better.  

- � � �� � � � �� � � � �� � � � � 	 	- � � �� � � � �� � � � �� � � � � 	 	- � � �� � � � �� � � � �� � � � � 	 	- � � �� � � � �� � � � �� � � � � 	 	 ����

There are two ways to activate the software program, Nero Express: 
 
 On the Windows Desktop, double click on the Nero StartSmart icon. 
 You can also click on Start �  All Programs �  Nero �  Nero OEM �  Nero 

Express. 
 The Nero Express What would you like to burn? screen will appear: 
 

 
 

 As the window opens up, the software will scan for a CD-R/RW/DVD to make 
sure that you have a supported device on your PC. 

 From this window, you will be able to select the project you want to burn.  
 Click on the More button at the bottom of the Nero Express screen, to display an 

extra window with additional options: 
 



DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
Nero Express  E Nagel 

TRN1128 1.00 October 2005 Page 9 of 19 
DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

 
 

 The following table describes the additional options available on the Nero 
Express screen: 

 

Button Description 

 

Change the settings on Nero Express software for 
optimal use.   

 

Save individual tracks or an entire disk to your hard disk 
drive with this function. 

 

When a CD-RW disk is in your drive, you have the 
option to erase your disk so that additional data may be 
added to it. 

 

This option allows you to view all the contents on your 
disk. 

 

Included with Nero Express is the Nero Cover Designer 
with which you are able to create covers and labels for 
your CD’s and DVD’s using pre-designed templates or 
your own designs. 

� � � � � � �� �
 �� � � � � � �� �
 �� � � � � � �� �
 �� � � � � � �� �
 � � � �� 
� � �� 
� � �� 
� � �� 
 ����

A standard data disk can be used to save all types of files and complete folders.  The 
disk can be read on all Windows platforms. 
 
 On the Nero Express Project selection page, click on Data �  Data Disc. 
 The Nero Express: Disc Content window will then appear: 
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 On this window, add the data files or folder to the layout for recording to disc. 
 There are three ways to add data to the layout window: 

 Click on the Add button to select the files you would like to burn.   
 The Select Files and Folders window that looks very similar to Windows 

Explorer will appear.   
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 Choose the files you would like to record and save on disc.    
 Click on the Add button and then click on the Finished button. 

 Add data using Windows Explorer.   
 On the Windows Desktop, click on Start ����  All Programs ����  

Accessories ����  Windows Explorer. 
 When Windows Explorer appears, you can drag the data you would like to 

record into the Nero Express layout. 
 Add data using My Computer.   

 On the Windows Desktop click on the My Computer icon and drop the 
files into the Nero Express layout. 

 Once all the files have been added, click on the Next button to prepare the disc 
for burning. 

 The Final Burn Settings screen will appear. 
 Make the final settings before burning the disc. 
 

 
 

 The following table describes the Final Burn Settings: 
 

Option Description 

Current Recorder The supported burners you have connected to 
your PC will be displayed and the Image Recorder 
if you chose to save to your hard drive. 

Disc Name Select a title for the disc. 

Writing Speed Select the speed in which you would like to burn. 

Number of copies Select the number of copies you would like to 
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burn. 
Allow files to be 
added later 
(multi session disc) 

This feature enables you to create a Multi session 
Data CD.  Data from previous writes will be added 
to the next session written to the CD.  

Verify data on disc 
after burning 

When this feature is enabled, it does a bit by bit 
comparison with the data written to the disc, and 
the original data. 

 
 Click on the Burn button to start the recording process. 
 A status window of the recording process will be displayed. 
 

 
 

 When the burn is completed, you will be notified that the burn process has 
completed successfully. 

 

 
 Click on the Ok button. 
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 The following screen will appear: 
 

 
 

 Click on the Save button. 
 The Nero Express What do you want to do now? screen will reappear: 
 

 
 
 If you would like to burn the same project again, start a new project, make labels, 

or add more data to your current disc it can be done from this window.  

� � � � �� � � �� � �
 �	 �� � � � �� � � �� � �
 �	 �� � � � �� � � �� � �
 �	 �� � � � �� � � �� � �
 �	 � ����

This option allows you to copy the complete contents of an entire disc to a blank CD.  
If you are backing up a disc or making a copy for your personal use, this feature 
allows you to make an efficient exact copy. 
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 On the Nero Express Project selection page, click on Copy entire disc. 
 The Select source and destination window will appear: 
 

 
 

 If you have more than one CD-ROM or CDR/RW drive in your PC, use the drop 
down box to select the drive(s) you would prefer to use. 

 The following table describes the available options on this screen: 
 

Option Description 

Source Drive This is the drive that contains the disc you would like 
to copy.  

Destination drive This drive will contain the blank disc which you will be 
burning to. 

Quick Copy Select this option if you would like to copy directly 
from the source to the destination drive.  No space 
will be used on your hard disk drive. 

 
 Select the Quick Copy option if you would like to copy directly from the source to 

the destination drive.  No space will be used on your hard disk drive. 
 Click on the Burn button to record the disc. 
 The source disc will be analysed to check for copyrights and errors on the disc. 
 A status window of the recording process will be displayed. 
 When completed, you will be notified that the burn process has been completed 

successfully. 
 Click on Ok to return to the recording window.   
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 Click on the Next button to return to the Project window. 

. � 	 �� �. � 	 �� �. � 	 �� �. � 	 �� �))))�- � � ���- � � ���- � � ���- � � �� ����

You can record your favourite audio CD’s; make a compilation of only the songs you 
like, record MP3 discs and also WMA.  You can create a CD-Extra disc in which both 
data and audio are recorded to one disc.  You can play it in either your PC or your 
home/car stereo. 
 
 On the Nero Express Project selection page, click on Music. 
 The following submenu will appear: 
 

 
 

 Click on the Audio CD option. 
 The My Audio CD dialog appears: 
 

 
 Click on the Add button to select the audio files you would like to burn.  
 A window will appear very similar to Windows Explorer. 
 Choose the files you would like to record and save on disc. 
 After selecting the file(s), click on the Add button and then click on the Finished 

button.  
 Once all the files have been added, click on the Next button to prepare the disc 

for burning. 
 The Final Burning Settings dialog appears on the screen. 
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 Make the final settings before burning the disc. 
 Click on the Burn button to record your first audio disc. 
 A status window of the recording process will be displayed. 
 When the burning is completed, you will be notified that the burn process has 

completed successfully. 
 If you click on Ok after the successful recording, you will be returned back to the 

Project window.  
 Click the Next button to move forward to the following window.  
 If you would like to burn the same project again, start a new project, make labels, 

or add more data to your current disc it can be done from this window. 

� � � � � � �� �� �	 � � �� � �� � � �� �� � � �� � � �� � � � � � �� �� �	 � � �� � �� � � �� �� � � �� � � �� � � � � � �� �� �	 � � �� � �� � � �� �� � � �� � � �� � � � � � �� �� �	 � � �� � �� � � �� �� � � �� � � � ����

When creating a disc with both audio and data, you can play the audio in your home 
or car stereo and view the data files on your PC.  
 
 On the Nero Express Project selection page, click on Music �  Data and Audio 

CD. 
 The My CD Extra Audio Contents screen will appear. 
 Click on the Add button to add the audio files you want to burn.  
 Select the Normalize all Audio files option to set the volume of all sound tracks 

to a standard volume.   
 Select the No pause between tracks option to remove the 2 second pause 

between songs, to free up more space on the CD. 
 Select the audio files, click on the Add button and then click on the Finished 

button. 
 Click on the Next button. 
 Click on the Add button to add the data files to the disc. 
 Select the data files and click on the Add button and then click on the Finished 

button. 
 Click on the Back button to return to the audio contents page. 
 Click on the Next button. 
 The Final Burn Settings dialog will appear. 
 Click on the Burn button to start the recording process. 
 A status window of the recording process will be displayed. 
 When the burning is completed, you will be notified that the burn process has 

completed successfully. 
 If you click on Ok after the successful recording, you will be returned back to the 

Project window.  
 Click the Next button to move forward to the following window.  
 If you would like to burn the same project again, start a new project, make labels, 

or add more data to your current disc it can be done from this window. 
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The new program Nero StartSmart is the command center for the Nero 6 product 
family and makes it easier to use the comprehensive software programs.  Once you 
have started Nero StartSmart, all you have to do is to select the desired category, 
then choose a task and the relevant software starts automatically. 
 
 From the Windows Desktop, click on Start �  All Programs �  Nero �  Nero 

StartSmart. 
 The Nero StartSmart screen will appear: 
 

 
 
 The following table describes the Nero StartSmart areas and elements: 
 

Element Description 

 

This button opens the Nero Product Centre.  If 
you are in the Nero Product Centre, clicking on 
this button will take you back to the standard view. 

 

If recorders that can burn several formats are 
installed on the computer and/or the option to 
display al recorder format is activated, the 
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possible project types appear in the upper section 
of the Nero StartSmart window. 

 

Depending on the selected project type and the 
installed software, this section shows the 
available categories in Nero StartSmart.  If you 
hover the mouse over the individual category 
icons, the possible tasks in that category are 
displayed. 

 

Clicking on this buton adds the Nero StartSmart 
bar to the program interface.  The Nero 
StartSmart bar shows you the installed 
components of the Nero 6 bundle in the 
Applications area and, at the same time, allows 
you to selected the desired program directly by 
clicking on it.   

 
Click on this button to change the colour of your 
Nero StartSmart interface. 

 

Click on this button to open up the configuration 
window. 

 
Click on this button to close Nero StartSmart. 
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The Nero StartSmart bar gives you the option of accessing the desired program 
directly. 
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If you hover the mouse over the individual category icons, the possible tasks in that 
category are displayed.  The tasks displayed depend on the selected mode.   
 
The following table describes the available tasks: 
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Task Description 

 

This category contains your preferred tasks.  Quickly and 
easily access your favourite projects. 

 

This category contains the possible tasks for a data disc.  
Create a data disc that stores your files and folders.  

 

This category contains the possible tasks for an audio disc. 
Make all kinds of music discs. 

 

This category contains the possible tasks for photo and video 
editing.  Capture digital photos and videos. 

 

This contains the tasks involving copying and the tasks 
relating to backing up.  Copy entire discs, backup a single file, 
or even your entire hard disk. 

 

This section contains the additional tasks relating to discs.  
Use the tools in this area to control drive speed and to make 
disc labels. 
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