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Research
Plants are an important source of potentially novel pharmaceuticals, 
and many extracts and chemicals therein exhibit interesting 
bioactivities. A major area of Dr McGaw’s research concentrates 
on the antimycobacterial (antituberculosis) testing of plant extracts 
and isolated compounds against various species of mycobacteria. 
To identify selective activity and exclude general toxicity, her 
research also includes investigation of cytotoxicity and genotoxicity 
of potentially useful plant extracts and compounds, using various 
parameters as criteria for assessment. Ethnoveterinary medicine 
at the Faculty of Veterinary Science is another important area of 
her research. She is also investigating cell culture techniques to 
analyse the transport of substances across cellular layers.
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