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Research
The nematode parasite Spirocercalupi causes 
spirocercosis in canids. It forms nodules in the 
oesophagous of the dog which can become 
cancerous and may be fatal. Very little is known about 
the population genetic structure of S. lupi. It poses 
a significant risk to domestic dogs and wild canids 
such as wild dogs, hyenas and jackals. Knowledge 
of the genetic structure of parasite populations is 
important to understanding parasite transmission 
and the evolution of virulence. The main focus of the 
programme is to investigate the population structure, 
prevalence and genetic diversity of S. lupi in its 
primary, secondary and paratenic hosts.
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