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Research
Molecular approaches are used to 
determine the prevalence and diversity 
of pathogens, and to characterise the 
hosts that carry them. Regional host and 
pathogen diversity often requires the custom 
development of methods that enable the 
rapid detection and/or identification of target 
disease agents and/or the host species 
that carry them. The data generated are 
then applied in epidemiological studies for 
further refinement of diagnostics, to guide 
the selection of appropriate vaccine strains, 
and to aid the development of conservation-
cognisant disease control policies. 
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