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Prof Sheryl Hendriks is the founding Director 
of the Institute for Food Nutrition and Well-
being (IFNuW) at the University of Pretoria. She 

 

  

 

holds a PhD in Agricultural Economics from the 
University of Natal and is an Associate Professor 
in the Department of Agricultural Economics, 
Rural Development and Agricultural Extension. 

Prof Hendriks served as the  female 
President of the Agricultural Economics 
Association of South Africa (AEASA) when 
she was elected to this position during the 
Association’s 50th anniversary conference in 
2012. 

She is one of only three experts from Africa 
appointed to the  Committee for World
Security (CFS) High Level Panel of Experts on 
Food Security and Nutrition (HLPE). She has 
recently been re-appointed to a two-year term 
of  The CFS is the foremost international
and intergovernmental platform dealing with food 
security and nutrition policy and governance.

She is a global leader in the area of food 
security and voluntarily led the African Union and 
NEPAD’s Comprehensive African Agricultural 
Development Programme’s (CAADP) Food 
Security initiatives between 2006 and 2010. 

She led the drafting of the CAADP Framework 
for African Food Security, a continental action 
plan that is transforming African agriculture and 
ensuring that investment plans and programmes 
are effectively addressing hunger and poverty 
affecting the most vulnerable populations in 
Africa. The Framework is  
by Prof Hendriks’ research focused on 
understanding household coping strategies and 
vulnerability. 

Prof Hendriks was appointed to the UP Faculty 
of Natural and Agricultural Sciences in July 
2010 to consolidate food security research at 
UP and establish a postgraduate programme. 
The University is already reaping the 
of her strategic linkages with international and 
African development and food security experts; 
development partners; international NGOs;
academic institutions and the relationships 
built with African governments through her 
engagement in the African Union/NEPAD 
Programmes.
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