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General Information regarding our BSc Honours Programmes
(Programme coordinator: Dr Johanna Bapela – johanna.bapela@up.ac.za) 
1. Background and Objectives of the Honours programme 
Studying the Plant Sciences in South Africa today will open a wealth of discoveries for Honours students. Our country boasts of more than 20 000 plant species, we have spectacular landscapes, and a scientific community committed to conserving our environment for current and future generations. Our botanical wealth is a rich source of medicines, and together with a strong agricultural sector, research in these fields has an exciting future, exemplified by the Bioeconomy Strategy announced by the Department of Science and Technology. The Honours Programme of the Department of Plant and Soil Sciences at the University of Pretoria covers the spectrum of Plant Sciences, allowing students to educate themselves further in the fields of Plant Diversity, Plant Ecology, Plant Physiology/Biotechnology or Medicinal Plant Science. 
The Department prefers Honours students to register full-time and be present at the Department full-time to complete the Honours course in one year; however, the course is designed to accommodate part-time students who may be employed who are expected to complete in two years. Most of the modules are presented through the Internet, using web-based interactions, complemented by comprehensive campus based practical sessions in specific blocks. 
2. Study programme 
The course can be completed over one (full-time, recommended) or two years (part-time, allowed only under exceptional circumstances), depending on the time available for study. Modules include theoretical work (presented mostly by means of the internet but also by some contact with lecturers) and practical work, which will be done under guidance during practical blocks on campus (February, April, August). Students are also expected to do a practical project involving either laboratory or field work. The total number of credits should add up to 135. Our Department offers the following Honours courses: 
BScHons PLANT SCIENCE (02240707) 
(with specialization in one of the following fields) 
· Plant Diversity 
· Plant Ecology 
· Plant Physiology / Plant Biotechnology
· Plant Pathology 
BSc (Hons): (Option) MEDICINAL PLANT SCIENCE (02240706) 
Suitably qualified students may also enrol for the inter-departmental 
BSc (Hons): BIOTECHNOLOGY (02240393) 
with a Study Leader in the Department of Plant and Soil Sciences. Please contact Prof D Berger (email dave.berger@up.ac.za tel: 012-420 3770) for further details and consult the section BSc (Hons): Biotechnology at https://tinyurl.com/DePSS-honours  
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