
Department of Psychology

Degree and Career Opportunities in Psychology

Contact us:
012 420 4144  |  psych.info@up.ac.za
www.up.ac.za/psychology

Undergraduate
Psychology

Undergraduate Psychology
modules are taken with various

degrees, for example:

BA, BA (Law), BEd, BSc (Human
Physiology, Genetics and

Psychology) or Engineering.

Career opportunities

The completion of an undergraduate 
and/or honours degree in psychology 

contributes to building meaningful 
careers in areas where knowledge of 
psychology and research is valued, 

such as community and social 
development, health and welfare, 

education, marketing research, 
human resources, employee 

wellness, services for the disabled or 
ageing, non-government, government 

and non-profit organisations.

BSocSci Honours
(Psychology)

This programme provides
advanced academic and research
training in Psychology with three

core (compulsory) and various
elective modules.

The application process consists
of departmental selection

and UP admission.

First-year
Psychology modules

SLK 110 and 120

Choose four elective
combinations:

For example: Educational 
Psychology, Anthropology, 
Archaeology, Criminology, 

Sociology, Social Work, 
Philosophy 

or Languages.

Second-year
Psychology modules

SLK 210 and SLK 220

Continue with three of the four
elective modules taken during 

your first year.

Work on a Plan B for Honours.

Third-year
Psychology modules

SLK 310 and SLK 320

Include a Research module
RES 320: Social Research
(if you plan to apply for 

honours).

Continue with two of your 
three second-year electives.

Work on a Plan B
for honours.

Career opportunities

Two career paths exist within the 
five degrees listed in Part 2:

Academic path: Career in research 
and teaching with specific focus (all

five degrees).

Practitioner path: Career as clinical/
counselling psychologist specialising
in psychotherapy or counselling, and 
research related such as consulting

as research psychologist.

Part 1:
Undergraduate 

and Honours
Degrees with 

Possible Career
Opportunities

Part 2:
Academic Master’s
Professional 
Master’s and
Doctorate 
Degrees with 
Possible Career 
Opportunities

Academic Master’s
in Psychology

Consists of an empirical research
project that does not lead to
registration as a psychologist
with the HPCSA, but develops

research skills.

The application process consists
of departmental selection

and UP admission.

Master’s in
Research Psychology

Training includes theory, practicals,
completion of a mini-dissertation 

and an internship.

Leads to registration as a research
psychologist with the HPCSA once 
all requirements have been met.

The application process consists
of departmental selection

and UP admission.

Master’s in
Counselling Psychology

Training includes theory, practicals,
completion of a mini-dissertation

and an internship.

Leads to registration as a counselling 
psychologist with the HPCSA once all 

requirements have been met.

The application process consists
of departmental selection

and UP admission.

Master’s in
Clinical Psychology

Training includes theory,
practicals, completion of a mini-
dissertation, an internship and 

community service.

Leads to registration as a clinical
psychologist with the HPCSA once 
all requirements have been met.

The application process consists
of departmental selection

and UP admission.

Doctorate
in Psychology

Requires research that contributes 
to the field of psychology and 

the completion of a thesis. Does 
not lead to registration as a 

psychologists with the HPCSA.
Crucial for an academic career.

The application process consists
of departmental selection

and UP admission.


