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Prof Swan qualified as veterinarian in 1973 at the Faculty of Veterinary Science, Onderstepoort, in 

1988 he achieved his MMedVet specialist degree in veterinary pharmacology and toxicology at the 

University of Pretoria and in 1997 his PhD (Pharmacology) at the Potchefstroom University, now the 

North West University in South Africa.  

 

Prof Swan spent at short period in private practice and state veterinary practice where after he 

served 10 years in the veterinary pharmaceutical industry initially as Technical Advisor and then as 

Manager of Merck Sharp & Dohme International Animal Science Research Laboratory at Hennops 

River, South Africa.  In 1985 he joined the Faculty of Veterinary Science and progressed through the 

ranks starting as senior lecturer to full professor and Head of Department of Pharmacology and 

Toxicology and later the Department of Paraclinical Sciences. In October 2005 he was appointed as 

Dean of the Faculty and served in this capacity until his official retirement in 2014. He is currently on 

contract appointment with the University as Director of the Exotic Leather Research Centre and plays 

a pivotal role in the sub-National Exotic Leather cluster funded by the dti. 

 

Prof Swan has served on several national and international professional and expert bodies, including 

as President of the South African Veterinary Association, Member of the SA Veterinary Council, 

Member of SanParks Board, and as expert consultant to the WHO and OIE. He was a member of the 

Medicines Control Council (MCC) of South Africa for 22 years and served as chairman of its Veterinary 

Clinical Committee for most of this period until he stepped down in 2009.  In 2015 he was 

reappointed to the MCC and still serves as a member of several of its expert committees with a 

particular speciality in bioequivalence. Over the past 8 years he served as an expert member of the 

Joint Expert Committee of Food Additives (JECFA) of the WHO/FAO.  He is a nominated member of 

the SA Academy of Science and a Fellow of the American Pharmacology Society.  

 

Prof Swan has been the recipient of a number of awards  including several teaching, research and 

exceptional service awards, the Sasol Vulture Conservationist Award in South Africa (2005) for his 

research on diclofenac toxicity in vultures, and most recently the prestigious FARMOVS award for 

Pharmacology and Drug Development from the SA Akademie en Kuns and the SA Veterinary 

Association Gold Medal award for outstanding and sustained scientific achievement both as 

researcher in veterinary science and as devoted educationist in the veterinary discipline.   

 

Prof Swan is the author or co-author of 82 articles in ISI-rated scientific journals and is a rated 

researcher with the National Research Foundation. 
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