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The National Rounds of the 6th Annual National Schools Moot Court Competition (NSMCC) for will be held from 5th to 9th October 2016 in Pretoria and Johannesburg. The Preliminary Rounds will be hosted at the University of Pretoria, while the Final Round will be hosted at the Constitutional Court. 
1. Eligibility, Selection and Participation 

1.1. Eligibility 

Participation in the National Rounds of the NSMCC is open to a maximum of 4 teams from each province selected or determined by the Department of Basic Education and/or the Department of Justice. 
Only grade 10 and 11 learners from all secondary schools in the nine provinces of South Africa are eligible participate. 

Learners who have participated in a previous Schools Moot Court edition will not be allowed to participate in the National Rounds.
1.2. Team Composition 

A team consists of two members from a single school. A team member or members who cannot compete due to circumstances beyond their control may be substituted at the discretion of the Competition Organisers.

2. Language 

The official language used for this event will be English. 

3. Sequence of arguments and time allocation 

The applicant team will argue first, where after the respondent team will argue, and if time was reserved for this purpose, the applicant team may then reply to the respondent team’s arguments.

3.1. Time Limits 

Each team is allowed to argue for a maximum of 20 minutes per team. For the applicant team, the 20 minutes includes the time they may wish to reserve for their reply. The reply may not exceed 3 minutes.

Both team members must argue. One oralist may not use more than 12 minutes.

Any of the judges may at any time interrupt a team member with questions regarding his or her arguments. Teams are partly judged on how they respond to these questions. The judges may, in their discretion, provide team members with extra time to compensate for time taken in the asking and answering of questions from the judges.
4. Preliminary Rounds 

In the Preliminary Rounds a team will argue the problem four (4) times: twice (2) as applicants and twice (2) as respondents. 

5. Final Round 

The four (4) highest scoring teams in the Preliminary Rounds will proceed to the Final Round in the Constitutional Court. Two (2) of these teams will be joined to argue the case for the applicant as a new combined team and the other two (2) teams will, as a new combined team, argue the case for the respondent in the Final Round.
The two joint teams will each be comprised of at least one (1) team from either a Quintile 1, 2 or 3 school.
Only two (2) members of each combined team, one from each constitutive team, will present arguments during the Final Round. 

The two (2) teams comprising the combined team with the highest scores will be the co-winners of the competition.

Lots will be drawn to determine the composition of the combined teams in the final round, and who will argue the case for the applicant or respondent.

6. Confidentiality of Team Identity

The Competition Organisers assign a number to each team for the duration of each of the rounds; each team may only be identified by that number. The identity of teams taking part may not be disclosed to the judges until the winners of the final are announced during the national rounds.
7. Recording of Oral Rounds

No audio taping or videotaping of Oral Rounds is permitted without the advance express oral or written permission of the entire panel of judges, the two (2) participating Teams and the Competition Organisers.

In no circumstances are participating Teams permitted to view or listen to any video or audio tape until after the completion of the competition in which the taped Oral Round occurred. The Competition Organisers reserve all rights to the audiotaping and videotaping, or any other form of audio or visual reproduction, of any Oral Round or part thereof. 
8. Scoring 

Scoring will be done in accordance with the official “scoring sheet” (see Annexure ‘A’). Teams are judged on their oral presentation only.

9. Disqualification and Penalties 

The Competition Organisers have the power to disqualify a team if a team violates any of these rules or infringes on the spirit of the competition.

The Competition Organisers have the power to impose penalties, in the form of subtractions from the marks awarded, not exceeding 20% for each separate violation of the rules or infringement on the spirit of the competition.

Judges may propose disqualification or penalties, but these measures will only take effect once they are endorsed by the Competition Organisers.

Complaints pertaining to alleged violations of the rules or infringements on the spirit of the Competition must be submitted to the Competition Organisers within 15 minutes of the completion of the round in which the alleged violation occurred.
10. Dress Code

Learners must wear their school uniforms for the duration of the National Rounds.
11. Interpretation and Amendment of the Rules 

Any dispute that arises during any of the preliminary rounds or final round of the Competition that concerns interpretation and application of these rules, or the general administration of the competition, will be resolved by the Competition Organisers.

All decisions of the Competition Organisers concerning questions of rules, interpretation and application are final.
Should circumstances so require, the Competition Organisers may make amendments to the rules pertaining to the conduct of the National Rounds.

ANNEXURE ‘A’

6TH NATIONAL SCHOOLS MOOT COURT COMPETITION
5 - 9 OCTOBER 2016
APPLICANT’S/RESPONDENT’S SCORING SHEET
PRELIMINARY ROUNDS (Applicant) ______V_______ (Respondent)
	ORALIST 1 - SURNAME
	
	ROUND
	
	SESSION
	ORALIST 2 - SURNAME

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Highest
	Score
	
	
	
	
	Score
	Highest

	possible
	given
	
	INDICATORS
	given
	possible

	score
	
	
	
	
	
	
	score

	
	
	    Knowledge of the facts
	
	
	

	25
	
	
	Correct and articulate analysis of the
	
	25

	
	
	
	issues
	
	
	

	
	
	    Familiarity with international authorities
	
	

	
	
	
	(preference should be given to the use
	
	

	
	
	
	of African sources)
	
	
	

	25
	
	
	General knowledge of substance and
	
	25

	
	
	
	process of international law
	
	

	
	
	    Knowledge of legal principles directly
	
	

	
	
	
	applicable to the facts
	
	
	

	25
	
	
	Organisation
	
	
	25

	
	
	
	Clarity
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Response to questions
	
	
	

	25
	
	
	Ingenuity
	
	
	25

	
	
	
	Persuasiveness
	
	
	

	100%
	
	
	TOTAL
	
	
	100%

	I found the presentation of Oralist 1 to
	I found the presentation of Oralist 2 to

	be:
	
	
	
	
	be:
	
	


______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
	Name of Judge:
	
	
	Signature of Judge:
	

	_____________________________
	_______________________________

	SCORING GUIDE
	
	
	
	

	Outstanding
	90%
	- 100%
	
	

	Excellent
	80%
	- 89%
	Average
	50% - 59%

	Very good
	70%
	- 79%
	Poor
	40% - 49%

	Good
	60%
	- 69%
	Below minimum standard expected
	0% -  39%


